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Your Excellencies,
RE: Arbitrary Sentencing and Detention of and Lack of Medical Treatment for
Ms. Bahareh Hedayat and Mr. Abdolfattah Soltani
Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada (LRWC) is a committee of lawyers and others who promote
human rights and the rule of law through advocacy, education and research. LRWC is an NGO in
Special Consultative Status with the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).
LRWC objects to the wrongful prosecution, sentencing and imprisonment of Ms. Bahareh
Hedayat, a human rights defender who is a member of Daftar-e Tahkim Vahdat (the largest
students’ union in Iran), one of the founders of the “One Million Signatures Campaign”, and a
citizen of the Islamic Republic of Iran. We note that on 26 May 2016, the UN Working Group
on Arbitrary Detention (WGAD) released an opinion, adopted on 19 April 2016, that actions of
the Government of Iran depriving Ms. Hedayat of her liberty for periods from June 2006 to and

following May 2015 have no legal justification, are arbitrary and are in contravention of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights. (ICCPR). Further, Ms. Hedayat is denied health care and, in particular, was
denied the timely treatment of kidney issues that required surgery in 2010 and completely denied
post-operative care.1
LRWC also objects, as it has for years, to the wrongful prosecution, sentencing and
imprisonment of Mr. Abdolfattah Soltani, a human rights lawyer and co-founder of the
Defenders of Human Rights Center (DHRC). Mr. Soltani, a citizen of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, has been imprisoned in Tehran’s Evin prison since 2011. We note that on 6 February 2013,
WGAD concluded that the deprivation of liberty of Mr. Soltani was arbitrary and in violation of
several articles of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR).2 Further,
Mr. Soltani suffers from medical ailments and there are serious concerns regarding the effect of
his current imprisonment on his long-term health.3
LRWC urges the Iranian authorities to intervene to protect Ms. Hedayat and Mr. Soltani’s
internationally protected rights, including their rights pursuant to the ICCPR, ratified by Iran in
1975, and the UDHR adopted by consensus of the member States of the UN General Assembly
in 1999.4 LRWC also urges Iran to release Ms. Hedayat and Mr. Soltani immediately and
unconditionally, in compliance with the recommendations of the WGAD and the requirements of
the UDHR and ICCPR. In support of these requests, we provide background facts on each
individual and an overview discussion of the applicable international law.
Background Facts on Ms. Hedayat
Ms. Hedayat holds a bachelor’s degree in economics and finance from the University of Tehran.
She was one of the founders of a campaign that advocated for laws that are not discriminatory
towards women, and she received the Harald Edelstam Defence of Human Rights Award in
2012.5 The Foundation explained its decision by stating, “Mrs. Bahareh Hedayat has, through her
outstanding courage and commitment to justice, actively worked against the violation of human
rights in Iran. Despite serious warnings and threats from the regime's security and intelligence
forces, she has repeatedly risked her life and freedom when defending human rights.”6
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Ms. Hedayat was elected to the Daftar-e Tahkim Vahdat’s Central Committee in 2008, becoming
the only woman serving in its leadership at that time. In addition to advocating for students’ and
women’s issues and investigating human rights abuses, her responsibilities have included acting
as the group’s spokesperson and managing its public relations.7
Violation of liberty rights: Extra-judicial activities from 15 June 2006 to present
Ms. Hedayat has at all times been involved in peaceful advocacy for human rights and has been
targeted by the Iranian police and security forces for her successful role in Iranians’ efforts to
raise awareness of and seek justice for violations. On 15 June 2006, as the secretary of the
Women’s Commission of the Daftar-e Tahkim Vahdat, she participated in organizing a peaceful
protest against laws that discriminate against women. While participating in this rally, she
endured severe police brutality and was arrested for the first time. At this time, she was charged
with unlawful assembly and sentenced to two years’ imprisonment, with this sentence being
suspended for five years.8
During the next year, despite warnings and threats received from Iranian security forces, she
organized meetings and seminars on important subjects such as “The Women’s Movement and
Democracy” and “The Women’s Movement, Threats and Resistance,” which were well received
by civil society, particularly women. On 9 July 2007, while organizing and attending a sit-in in
front of Amirkabir University to protest the unwarranted detention and torture of students along
with five other members of the Daftar-e Tahkim Vahdat, she was arrested for the second time.
After spending one month in solitary confinement, she was released on a heavy bail.9
She was then re-arrested on 13 July 2008, her wedding night, and released again after spending
one month in solitary confinement.10
Ms. Hedayat was arrested a fourth time at the beginning of the Iranian New Year in 2009 for
participating in a peaceful assembly with the families of political prisoners in front of Evin
prison. Following crimes committed by security forces, such as a night attack on the university
campus and dormitory, Ms. Hedayat, as one of the key figures in the student movement, became
a target of the security forces. They raided her house twice in June 2009 and in August 2009
attempted to arrest her, but did not succeed. As a result of her message to university students in
Europe on Student Day, 17 November 2009, as well as her message to Dutch university students
meeting in solidarity with Iranian students on Iranian Student Day, 7 December 2009, Ms.
Hedayat was arrested for a fifth time on 30 December 2009.11
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Violation of fair trial rights: Judicial activities between February 2010 and August 2015
On 19 February 2010, Tehran Prosecutor Jafar Dolatzabadi indicted Ms. Hedayat on 16 counts of
propaganda against the regime, taking part in protests, communicating with foreign press,
insulting both President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, and acting
against national security. At that point, Ms. Hedayat was being held in Ward 209 of Evin Prison,
where she was held in solitary confinement. After two months of interrogation, she was
transferred to the women’s section of Evin in March 2010. On 21 May 2010, she was sentenced
to nine and a half years in prison by the Revolutionary Court in Tehran, with two years coming
from her previous suspended sentence.12
In response to the letter, the Iranian judiciary leveled new charges against all three, accusing
them of “propaganda against the regime.” After being found guilty, six more months were added
to Ms. Hedayat’s sentence, making it a full ten years.13
She completed her five-year sentence in May 2015, subsequent to which there was no basis
under Iranian law for her continued detention. Ms. Hedayat has been imprisoned since January
2010 on charges related to her peaceful activism. She was due for release in June 2015, based
upon Article 134 in Islamic Penal Code of the Islamic Republic of Iran, which states that in the
case of conviction on multiple charges the prison term should not exceed the sentence for the
charge that carries the heaviest punishment. There was also no justification under Iranian law for
the continued detention, as it was also contrary to the five-year statute of limitations which
expired in 2012. Ms. Hedayat was also held for five days after a judicial order for her release was
issued, which amounts to an arbitrary deprivation of liberty under Article 9(1) of the ICCPR.14
In addition, when Ms. Hedayat’s two-year suspended sentence was enforced on 17 August 2015,
she was not brought promptly before a judge or other officer authorised by law to exercise
judicial power, in violation of Article 9(3) of the ICCPR. Neither Ms. Hedayat nor her lawyers
were allowed any involvement in these proceedings, and Ms. Hedayat was simply informed on
22 August 2015 that the Court had decided to enforce the sentence.15
Violation of right to medical treatment: Prison officials’ actions from 2009 to present
Prisoners have a right to receive medical treatment. By arresting and detaining a person, a State
takes full responsibility under international law for providing health care to ensure their lives and
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wellbeing.16 The UN Human Rights Committee (HR Committee) has held that adequate or
appropriate and timely medical care must be provided to all detainees as part of state duties to
ensure the enjoyment by all persons of the ICCPR Article 6 right to life and Article 10 right to
human treatment of prisoners.17
LRWC shares the WGAD’s grave concern about Ms. Hedayat’s deteriorating health since her
detention in December 2009, which may result in irreparable harm to her health, such as leaving
her permanently sterile, in violation of her right under Article 10(1) of the ICCPR to be treated
with humanity and with respect for her inherent dignity. Ms. Hedayat is reportedly suffering
from chronic reproductive disease and has been diagnosed with gallstones during her
imprisonment, which were not treated for months. In December 2010, Ms. Hedayat and Mahdieh
Golroo went on hunger strike to protest their lack of visitation rights as inmates in the
Methadone Ward, leading Hedayat to be transferred to the prison infirmary. Hedayat has been
denied regular visits from her husband and those close to her, who have been kept from seeing
her in person for months at a time. Despite finally being granted short-term medical furloughs
starting in July 2011 and again during July 2012, January 2013 and September 2013, there is
concern that she is being denied adequate medical treatment in Evin Prison.18
In a January 2014 interview, Amin Ahmadian, Ms. Hedayat’s husband, reported that “Bahareh
suffers from chronic reproductive system problems, and the doctors believe that if her treatment
is delayed she may not be able to have children in the future.” While most furloughs have only
lasted a few days, authorities allowed a temporary release in January 2013 to last until late May
2013, when she and several other political prisoners were made to return to prison in the run-up
to the presidential election. Even during respites from detention, Ms. Hedayat has been subject
to strict conditions, including no interviews or visits. Further, her release in January 2013 was
only granted after her family posted 700,000,000 toman ($200,000 USD) bail.19
Background Facts on Mr. Soltani and the DHRC
In 2001, Mr. Soltani, along with four other Iranian lawyers, co-founded the DHRC, an Iranian
human rights organization. The DHRC provides legal aid and representation to various
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vulnerable members of Iranian society, including members of religious minorities, journalists,
women and student activists.20 Although the DHRC’s offices were closed by Iranian authorities
in 2008, the organization still attempts to provide pro bono representation for persons accused of
political crimes and prisoners of conscience, many of whom are lawyers and law students.
On 30 July 2005, Mr. Soltani was first arrested and imprisoned. Other lawyers involved in
DHRC who have been harassed and arrested on an ongoing basis by Iranian authorities due to
their advocacy work are Mr. Mohammad Seifzadeh, Ms. Nasrin Sotoudeh, Mr. Mohammad Ali
Dadkhah, Mr. Mohammad Sharif and Nobel Peace Prize winner Ms. Shirin Ebadi.21
Mr. Soltani was arrested and imprisoned in 2005, 2009 and 2011 on charges of co-founding
DHRC, endangering national security, and “illegally” accepting award monies from the
Nuremberg International Human Rights Award in 2009. The most recent imprisonment came
after an arrest on 10 September 2011, while he was preparing to defend a group of Baha’i
defendants. He was sentenced to 18 years in prison, which was reduced to 13 years on appeal in
2012. After applying the Accumulation of Charges Act and Article 134, his imprisonment was
reduced to 10 years and his deprivation time was reduced to 2 years. Mr. Soltani is currently
serving his long-term prison sentence in Tehran’s Evin prison.22
In addition to the arbitrary imprisonment, Mr. Soltani has also suffered non-penal punishments.
Although he was acquitted on May 28, 2007 of all charges that were pending against him since
July 2005, the Iranian authorities did not return his identity documents (i.e., passport and family
record book), thus preventing him from exercising his freedom of movement, in violation of
Article 12.2 of the ICCPR. Furthermore, in the 2008 elections to the Board of Kanoon-e Vokala
(the Central Bar Association), Mr. Soltani was one of four lawyers - the others being Mohammad
Dadkhah, Dr. Hadi Esmaeilzadeh and Fatemeh Gheyrat, all members of the DHRC - who were
disqualified from standing by order of the judiciary. 23
In October 2012, Soltani was awarded the International Bar Association’s Human Rights Award
and Amnesty International designated him a prisoner of conscience, “held solely for the peaceful
exercise of his right to freedom of expression and association, including his work as a defence
lawyer and in the Centre.”24
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In 2013, the WGAD declared that the deprivation of liberty of Mr Soltani is arbitrary, in
violation of several articles of the ICCPR, and called on the Iranian Government to immediately
release Mr Soltani and provide adequate compensation for his arbitrary detention.25
On 10 March 2016, Mr. Seifzadeh was freed after serving a five-year prison sentence.26
We submit that because their circumstances are similar, Mr. Soltani is equally deserving of
immediate release from imprisonment. Based upon Article 58 the Islamic Penal Code, which
states that the deciding court can issue the order of conditional release for convicts sentenced to
more than ten years imprisonment after half of the sentence is served, and in other cases after
one-third of their sentence is served, Mr. Soltani should be released by the judiciary, particularly
in light of violations of his right to medical treatment, as outlined below.27
Violation of right to medical treatment: Prison officials’ actions from 2012 to present
Ms. Maedeh Soltani, the daughter of Mr. Soltani, reported that “[o]n Tuesday [May 3, 2016] my
father suffered chest pains and his cellmates took him to the infirmary and then he was brought
back to the ward. My father has become very thin. His body has melted away. His frequent visits
to the prison clinic are not a good sign”. She further stated that “[t]hese incidents show he’s very
sick and he needs immediate treatment. I hope he will be transferred to the hospital before it’s
too late.” She also added that “[m]y mother puts in a request for my father’s medical furlough
almost every week. But Mr. Hajiloo, the prison’s judicial official, doesn’t pay any attention,” and
that “[h]e only takes the requests and says they will be reviewed.” Mr. Soltani was previously
hospitalized for 41 days in 2013 for heart and digestive problems and returned to Evin before he
had fully recovered. He was granted medical furlough on 17 January 2016 for 21 days, and again
returned to prison prior to full recovery.28
Islamic Republic of Iran’s Response
Despite these serious issues and other reports of similar situations, the Iranian government has
failed to investigate or otherwise remedy the violations of domestic and international law by their
agents. International concern with Iran’s inadequate response was noted by Lawyers for
Lawyers, the Asian Legal Resource Centre and LRWC at the 26th Session of the UN Human
Rights Council, alongside the International Bar Association’s and UN Special Rapporteur’s
concerns about the continued erosion of the independence of the legal profession.29
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Given the violations of international human rights in Iran that have continued unabated since the
June 2013 elections and given the treatment of Ms. Hedayat and Mr. Soltani, the judicial
sentences in mid-April 2014 and early March 2012 (reviewed in June 2012), respectively, are
attempts to dissuade human rights defenders through fear from drawing public attention to
violations of the law and to prevent lawyers away from properly exercising their duties and fully
representing clients.
In March 2014, the UN Special Rapporteur on the human rights situation in Iran recommended
that the Iranian government “prevent the intimidation of lawyers, including threats of detention
and prosecution for discharging their ethical and professional responsibilities.”30 The cases of
Ms. Hedayat and Mr. Soltani exemplify a misuse of criminal sanctions to punish their peaceful
exercise of internationally protected rights. The charges are intended to have a chilling effect on
human rights defenders and civil society activists working in Iran and elsewhere and prevent
exposure of human rights violations perpetrated systemically by the Government of Iran and on
specifically identified residents of Iran.
On 12 February 2016, the WGAD transmitted the allegations regarding Ms. Hedayat to the
Government of Iran under regular communication procedure, requesting detailed information
regarding the circumstances of arrest and sentencing of Ms. Hedayat, including the legal grounds
invoked by the authorities to justify continued detention, by 13 April 2016. Five days after the
stipulated deadline, on 18 April 2016, the Government of Iran requested a one-month extension,
which was not granted as this extension was to be requested within 60 days of the WGAD’s
communication of the allegations. Finally, in June 2016, efforts by international media outlets to
reach the judiciary on the WGAD’s report were unsuccessful.31
In January 2013, the WGAD declared that Mr. Soltani’s detention was arbitrary. LRWC has
written to the Iranian authorities with respect Mr. Soltani in 2005, 2009, 2012 and 2014.32
Violation of the right of human rights defenders to be protected from retaliation
Human rights defenders are entitled to conduct peaceful human rights advocacy and to be
protected from retaliation including malicious prosecution and judicial harassment. The
Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, adopted 9 December 1998 by consensus of the
member States of the UN General Assembly, states that33:
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“everyone has the right, individually or in association with others, to promote the
protection and realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms at the national and
international levels” (Article 12.1);
“everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to participate in
peaceful activities against violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms” (Article
1);
“the State shall take all necessary measures to ensure the protection by the competent
authorities of everyone, individually and in association with others, against any violence,
threats, retaliation, de facto or de jure adverse discrimination, pressure or any other
arbitrary action as a consequence of his or her legitimate exercise of the rights referred to
in the present Declaration” (Article 12.2); and
“[i]n the exercise of the rights and freedoms referred to in the present Declaration,
everyone, acting individually and in association with others, shall be subject only to such
limitations as are in accordance with applicable international obligations and are
established by law solely for the purpose of securing due recognition and respect for the
rights and freedoms of others and of meeting the just requirements of morality, public
order and the general welfare in a democratic society” (Article 17, emphasis added).
Iran has a duty to ensure the protection of Ms. Hedayat and Mr. Soltani as human rights
defenders. LRWC urges the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran and its agents to:
1. Immediately and unconditionally release Ms. Hedayat and cease all reprisals against her,
including the dropping of all criminal charges against her;
2. Immediately and unconditionally release Mr. Soltani and cease all reprisals against him,
including the dropping of all criminal charges against him;
3. Respect the Islamic Republic of Iran’s international law obligations to provide adequate
medical treatment for detained lawyers and other prisoners; and
4. Comply with the UDHR and specifically, the UN Declaration on Human Rights
Defenders as well as the international human rights instruments ratified by the Islamic
Republic of Iran.
We look forward to your early reply.
Sincerely,
Gail Davidson, Executive Director, LRWC
cc. Head of the Judiciary
His Excellency Ayatollah Sadeq Larijani
Office of the Head of the Judiciary
Pasteur Street, Vali Asr Avenue, south of Serah-e Jomhuri
Tehran, Iran
Fax: +98 21 879 6671 / +98 21 311 6567
Email: info@dadgostary-tehran.ir / info@bia-judiciary.ir / info@dadiran.ir
cc. Minister of Foreign Affairs

Mr. Mohammad Javad Zarif
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Sheikh Abdolmajid Kushk-e Mesri Ave
Tehran, Iran
Fax: +98 21 6674 3149
Email: matbuat@mfa.gov.ir
cc. Secretary General
Mr. Mohammad Javad Larijani
High Council for Human Rights
c/o Office of the Head of the Judiciary
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