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Joint Oral Statement to the 63rd Session of the UN Human Rights Council from Lawyers’
Rights Watch Canada (LRWC), the International Bar Association’s Human Rights Institute,
the Law Society of England and Wales, and Lawyers for Lawyers, NGOs in special
consultative status, and endorsed by OVD-Info, and Memorial Human Rights Defense
Center, NGOs without consultative status

Russia: Escalating attacks on jurists and human rights defenders including transnational
repression

Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada, the International Bar Association’s Human Rights Institute, the
Law Society of England and Wales, and Lawyers for Lawyers, with endorsement by OVD-Info,
and Memorial Human Rights Defense Center, deplore Russia’s continued misuse of national
security laws? to stigmatize and criminalize dissent and human rights advocacy.’

99 ¢C

Lawyers and human rights defenders have been designated as “foreign agents,” “undesirable,”* or
“extremist” to punish their reporting of rights violations. We are dismayed by the designations of
OVD-Info® and the vaguely described “international Memorial movement™® as “extremist”
organizations, in reprisal for their legitimate advocacy.

Lawyers increasingly face the same charges as their clients, and those arbitrarily detained face
torture, ill-treatment, and obstacles to legal representation.’

An escalating pattern of in absentia proceedings against persons outside Russia has included unfair
proceedings and prison sentences against International Criminal Court judges.®

Russia recently passed new laws to place restrictive measures against persons outside Russia
deemed to be evading punishment. The new laws are said to inflict “civic death” by imposing
restrictions on banking and consular services such as passport renewals. °

The escalation of violations shows the necessity of independent, international monitoring by the
Special Rapporteur. We urge the Council to renew the mandate with adequate resources to ensure
its fulfilment.

Thank you.
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