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Afghanistan’s worsening human rights catastrophe and gender apartheid
Mr. President,

Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada and the International Bar Association’s Human Rights Institute
condemn the flagrant destruction of Afghanistan’s legal system,! including denial of fair trials
and independent courts.

Criminal inmates released by the Taliban have sought revenge against those who convicted
them, killing dozens of prosecutors and judges, including women.? We urge UN bodies and
States to ensure timely assistance to Afghan legal professionals who fled to Iran and Pakistan
where they face insecurity and threats of deportation.

We deplore the erasure of women from the legal profession and from all aspects of public life.
We denounce the recent law to enforce concealment of women’s bodies, faces and even their
voices.® De facto authorities have imprisoned, tortured, and sexually assaulted many women.*
These violations may constitute the crime against humanity of persecution. The situation
should be recognized as gender apartheid.

We call on the Council:

= to establish an accountability mechanism to document, analyze rights violations and
international crimes in Afghanistan in preparation for prosecutions; and
= to urge that the Special Rapporteur have full access to the country.®

Thank you.
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