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aﬂuﬂiagiﬂﬂaztﬁamtﬁ&naulﬁﬁ:

Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada (LRWC)

www.lrwc.org. Write rwclat]lrwc.org

6. N15919949

1. See LRWC’s joint amicus curiae briefs with the International Commission of Jurists (ICJ) to
courts in Thailand: LRWC and ICJ, Amicus curiae brief, case of Chutima Sidasathian, forthcoming
January 2024; LRWC and ICJ, Amicus curiae brief, case of Pratch Rujivanarom,

https://www.icj.org/thailand-the-criminal-law-must-not-be-used-in-defamation-cases-and-to-

inhibit-freedom-of-expression/; LRWC and ICJ, Amicus curiae brief, case of Suchanee

Rungmuanporn, 2020 https://www.lrwc.org/thailand-icj-and-lnwc-intervene-in-criminal-

defamation-proceeding-against-thai-journalist-suchanee-rungmuanporn-cloitre-amicus-brief/;

LRWC and ICJ, Amicus curiae brief, case of Sutharee Wannasiri and Nan Win, 2019,

https://www.lrwc.org/thailand-lrwc-and-icj-submit-amicus-brief-to-a-thailand-court-in-criminal-

defamation-proceedings-against-human-rights-defenders-sutharee-wannasiri-and-nan-win/; LRWC

and ICJ, Amicus curiae brief, case of Andy Hall, 2016, https://www.lrwc.org/thailand-amicus-

curiae-brief-in-the-case-of-andy-hall-amicus-brief/;

2. See LRWC’s letters, statements, and UN submissions on Thailand at

https://www.lrwc.org/category/publications/campaigns/countries/thailand-letters/.

3. Article 19, Truth Be Told: Criminal defamation in Thai law and the case for reform,

https://www.article19.org/wp-

content/uploads/2021/03/Thailand Truth be told decriminalise defamation-1.pdf.

4. UN Working Group on Business and Human Rights, Press release, December 2022,

https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/12/un-experts-concerned-systematic-use-slapp-

cases-against-human-riehts;
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https://www.lrwc.org/thailand-icj-and-lrwc-intervene-in-criminal-defamation-proceeding-against-thai-journalist-suchanee-rungmuanporn-cloitre-amicus-brief/
https://www.lrwc.org/thailand-lrwc-and-icj-submit-amicus-brief-to-a-thailand-court-in-criminal-defamation-proceedings-against-human-rights-defenders-sutharee-wannasiri-and-nan-win/
https://www.lrwc.org/thailand-lrwc-and-icj-submit-amicus-brief-to-a-thailand-court-in-criminal-defamation-proceedings-against-human-rights-defenders-sutharee-wannasiri-and-nan-win/
https://www.lrwc.org/thailand-amicus-curiae-brief-in-the-case-of-andy-hall-amicus-brief/
https://www.lrwc.org/thailand-amicus-curiae-brief-in-the-case-of-andy-hall-amicus-brief/
https://www.lrwc.org/category/publications/campaigns/countries/thailand-letters/
https://www.article19.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Thailand_Truth_be_told_decriminalise_defamation-1.pdf
https://www.article19.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Thailand_Truth_be_told_decriminalise_defamation-1.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/12/un-experts-concerned-systematic-use-slapp-cases-against-human-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/12/un-experts-concerned-systematic-use-slapp-cases-against-human-rights

5. Human Rights Council. Universal Periodic Review of Thailand, 2021,

https://undocs.org/A/HRC/49/17/Add. 1;

6. E.g. Article 19, supra note 3; Human Rights Watch,
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/03/16/thailand-drop-charges-against-richts-defenders; Fortify

Rights, https:.//www.fortifyrights.org/tha-inv-2022-03-31/; ICJ, https://www.icj.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/03/Thailand-SLAPP-L awsuits-| etter-2020-ENG.pdf; LRWC

https://www.lrwc.org/thailands-slapp-suits-against-defenders-one-acquittal-and-one-case-

dropped-update/.

7. Cabinet informed of Thailand’s bid for seat on UN Human Rights Council, The Nation, 23
August 2022, https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/politics/40019262.
8. UN General Assembly, A/Res/60/251, 15 March 2006, http://www.un-

documents.net/a60r251.htm.

9. Society of Publishers in Asia (SOPA), 2010 Award for Excellence in Investigative Reporting,
https://sopasia.com/awards/2010/groupb.html. From 2013 to 2015, journalists Dr. Chutima

Sidasathian and her colleague, Mr. Alan Morison, were prosecuted by the Thai Royal Navy for
criminal defamation as a result of their reporting of atrocities crimes against Rohingya. See LRWC,

10 July 2015, https://www.lrwc.org/thailand-phuket-journalists-ms-chutima-sidasathian-and-mr-

alan-morison-prosecuted-for-criminal-defamation-for-reporting-on-human-trafficking-of-rohingya-

and-other-migrants/. They were acquitted by the court on 1 September 2015. OMCT, 1

September 2015, https://www.omct.org/en/resources/statements/press-release-acquittal-of-two-

reporters-a-positive-step-for-media-freedom.

10. The list of the eight lawsuits commenced in 2019 and 2020 is as follows:

" GSBv. Village 14, verdict 28 September 2019 (Case No 251/2562): The judge ordered the
village to pay back the full amount plus interest within five years.

= GSBv. Village 6, verdict 6 November 2020 (Case No 674/2563): The judge ordered the village
to pay back the full amount plus interest within five years.

" GSB . Village 13, verdict 6 November 2020 (Case No 672/2563): The judge ordered the

village to pay back the full amount plus interest within five years.
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https://undocs.org/A/HRC/49/17/Add.1
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/03/16/thailand-drop-charges-against-rights-defenders
https://www.fortifyrights.org/tha-inv-2022-03-31/
https://www.icj.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Thailand-SLAPP-Lawsuits-Letter-2020-ENG.pdf
https://www.icj.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Thailand-SLAPP-Lawsuits-Letter-2020-ENG.pdf
https://www.lrwc.org/thailands-slapp-suits-against-defenders-one-acquittal-and-one-case-dropped-update/
https://www.lrwc.org/thailands-slapp-suits-against-defenders-one-acquittal-and-one-case-dropped-update/
https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/politics/40019262
http://www.un-documents.net/a60r251.htm
http://www.un-documents.net/a60r251.htm
https://sopasia.com/awards/2010/groupb.html
https://www.lrwc.org/thailand-phuket-journalists-ms-chutima-sidasathian-and-mr-alan-morison-prosecuted-for-criminal-defamation-for-reporting-on-human-trafficking-of-rohingya-and-other-migrants/
https://www.lrwc.org/thailand-phuket-journalists-ms-chutima-sidasathian-and-mr-alan-morison-prosecuted-for-criminal-defamation-for-reporting-on-human-trafficking-of-rohingya-and-other-migrants/
https://www.lrwc.org/thailand-phuket-journalists-ms-chutima-sidasathian-and-mr-alan-morison-prosecuted-for-criminal-defamation-for-reporting-on-human-trafficking-of-rohingya-and-other-migrants/
https://www.omct.org/en/resources/statements/press-release-acquittal-of-two-reporters-a-positive-step-for-media-freedom
https://www.omct.org/en/resources/statements/press-release-acquittal-of-two-reporters-a-positive-step-for-media-freedom

11.

GSB v. Village 8, verdict 2 December 2020 (Case No 1243/2563): The judge ordered the village
to pay back full amount plus interest within five years.

GSB v. Village 1, verdict 14 December 2020 (Case No 38/2563): The judge ordered the village
to pay back full amount plus interest within five years.

GSB v. Village 16, verdict 26 October 2021 (Case No 2456/2563): The judge ordered the
village to pay back full amount plus interest within five years.

GSB v. Village 3, verdict 28 February 2022 (Case No 2457/2563): The judge ordered the village
to pay back full amount plus interest within five years.

GSB v. Village 18, verdict (date unknown) (Case No 637/2563): The judge orders village to pay
back full amount plus interest within five years.

During 2021 and 2022, the GSB continued to sue villages for recovery of Village Fund loan

monies; however, ongoing advocacy by Dr. Chutima and villagers appears to have resulted in

better outcomes for villagers:

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

GSB v. Baan Mueang kao Moo 12 (Village 12), Civil Case No. 47/2564 (2021) seeking loan
repayment of 3.67 million baht. On 22 June 2023, the GSB and village 12 reached a mediated
agreement requiring the villagers to repay 2.8 million baht without interest, and giving
villagers seven years to repay the money.

GSB v. Village 17, Civil Case No. 48/2564 (2021). On 24 August 2023, the court ordered the
Village 17 committee to pay back the original sum within five years without interest and
should help Village 17 to recover misappropriated money.

GSB v. Baan Noi Moo 5 (Village 5), Civil Case E6/2565 (2022). On 19 October 2023, the court
ordered the Village 5 committee to pay back the original sum within five years but without
interest, and said GSB should help Village 5 to recover the misappropriated money.
Criminal Case No. 970/25652.

Criminal Case No. 26/2567

Criminal Case No. not available at the time of publication of this report.

Criminal Case No. 202/2566.

A copy of the NHRC report is in possession of LRWC.
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17. Criminal Case No. 380/2565.

18. The Community Financial Institute of Banlang was founded in 2011 as an unregistered entity
and erected a building in Banlang Subdistrict in 2014. The plaintiffs in the Village 17 law suit
against the Mayor and the Community Financial institute of Banlang allege that some of the
misappropriated funds were used to erect the building.

19. See, e.g. Front Line Defenders, “Women human rights defenders Angkhana Neelapaijit,
Puttanee Kangkun and Thanaporn Saleephol acquitted of criminal defamation, 2022,

https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/case/women-human-rights-defenders-angkhana-

neelapaijit-puttanee-kangkun-and-thanaporn-saleephol; Front Line Defenders, Criminal & Civil

Cases Against Andy Hall, 2020, https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/case/criminal-civil-cases-

against-andy-hall; LRWC, Thailand’s SLAPP suits against defenders: One acquittal and one case

dropped, October 2020, https://www.lrwc.org/thailands-slapp-suits-against-defenders-one-

acquittal-and-one-case-dropped-update/, and also see https://www.lrwc.org/new-lawsuits-

brought-by-thammakaset-company-limited-against-human-rights-defenders/; LRWC, Thailand:
LRWC Calls for Withdrawal of Charges Against Three Thai Human Rights Defenders, 2016,
https://www.lrwc.org/thailand-lrwc-calls-for-withdrawal-of-charges-against-three-thai-human-

rishts-defenders-letters/; LRWC, Thailand: Phuket Journalists Ms. Chutima Sidasathian and Mr.

Alan Morison prosecuted for criminal defamation for reporting on human trafficking of Rohingya

and other migrants, 10 July 2015, https://www.lrwc.org/thailand-phuket-journalists-ms-chutima-

sidasathian-and-mr-alan-morison-prosecuted-for-criminal-defamation-for-reporting-on-human-

trafficking-of-rohingya-and-other-migrants/. OMCT, Press Release: Acquittal of two reporters a

positive step for media freedom, 1 September 2015,

https://www.omct.org/en/resources/statements/press-release-acquittal-of-two-reporters-a-

positive-step-for-media-freedom.

20. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 16 December

1966, https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-

civil-and-political-rights.

21. UN Human Rights Committee, General Comment No. 34, CCPR/C/GC/34, 12 September 2011,

para 7, https://wwwz2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrc/docs/GC34.pdf.
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https://www.lrwc.org/new-lawsuits-brought-by-thammakaset-company-limited-against-human-rights-defenders/
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https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights
https://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrc/docs/GC34.pdf

22. Ibid, CCPR/C/GC/34, para 25.

23. Ibid, CCPR/C/GC/34, para 47.

24. Ibid, CCPR/C/GC/34, para. 47.

25. Ibid, CCPR/C/GC/34, 2—-4; UN Human Rights Committee, Concluding Observations on the
Second Periodic Report of Thailand, 25 April 2017, CCPR/C/THA/CO/2, paras. 35-36,

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/ layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2fC%

2fTHA%2fCO%2f2&1 ang=en.

26. Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to
Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms:
resolution / adopted by the General Assembly, 8 March 1999, A/RES/53/144, (UN Declaration on
Human Rights Defenders), http://www.refworld.org/docid/3b00f54c14.html.

27. Thailand’s support of recommendations made during the Human Rights Council’s Universal
Periodic Review, 2022. See the Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review:
Thailand. Addendum, A/HRC/49/17/Add.1, 17 February 2022, para 19, https://daccess-
ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?OpenAgent&DS=A/HRC/49/17/Add.1&L ang=E.

28. Royal Government of Thailand, Ministry of Justice, Rights and Liberties Protection
Department, First National Action Plan on Business and Human Rights (2019-2022), pp 102-126,

https://globalnaps.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/nap-thailand-en.pdf

29. UN General Assembly, United Nations Convention Against Corruption, 31 October

2003, A/58/422, https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/corruption/uncac.html.

30. Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), OECD Integrity Review of
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