
Page 1 of 2 
 

 

 
 

Check against delivery 

 

Organization:  Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada  

Item: Item 4: Interactive Dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the situation of 

human rights in Myanmar 

Date: 18 March 2021 

Speaker: Renée Mulligan 

 

Oral Statement to the 49th Session of the UN Human Rights Council from Lawyers’ 

Rights Watch Canada (LRWC), NGO in special consultative status  
 

Halt the atrocities against Myanmar people, including human rights defenders 
 

Mr. President,  
 

Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada thanks the Special Rapporteur for his tireless calls
1
 to the 

international community to halt the Myanmar military’s atrocities. A year after the February 

2021 coup, at least 1,600 people have been killed and 9,600 arbitrarily detained.  

 

Among those detained are numerous lawyers, human rights defenders and journalists.
2
 Many 

have been tortured and denied access to lawyers and fair trials.  

 

Up to 440,000 people have been internally displaced since the coup especially in Kayin and 

Kayah States.
3
 Violations continue against Rohingya, Shan, Chin, Kachin, Karen, Karenni and 

other peoples. Thousands have fled across borders.   

 

Despite the General Assembly resolution calling for a halt to arms transfers to Myanmar,
4
 

members of this Council, China and Russia, continue to transfer weapons to the junta, facilitating 

its grave human rights violations, crimes against humanity and war crimes. We join the Special 

Rapporteur’s call for resolutions by this Council and the Security Council including an arms 

embargo, targeted economic sanctions, and referral of the situation in Myanmar to the 

International Criminal Court.  

 

We urge all Council members and observer States to ensure utmost provision of humanitarian 

assistance and refugee protection, including resettlement, for all affected persons, including 

human rights defenders and their families.  

 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

_____________________  
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