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BY (PRIORITY) AIRMAIL

Mr Ivdn Duque Méarquez

President of the Republic of Colombia
Carrera 8 No. 7 — 26

Palacio de Narifio

Bogota, Colombia

To the Honourable
Amsterdam, 22 December 2021

Subject: Colombia: Ensure protection from
death threats for lawyers of CCAJAR

Your Excellency,

We, the undersigned organizations, write to
express our concern about the safety of
members of the Colombian human rights law
firm, Corporaciéon Colectivo de Abogados José
Alvear Restrepo (“CCAJAR”), in connection to
death threats recently issued against CCAJAR
in a pamphlet issued in the name of “Aguilas
Negras”.

According to public sources, on 5 December
2021, death threats were addressed to several
individuals and organizations that form part of
the victims’ movements and supporters of the
historic Colombian Peace Accord. The threats
were communicated and distributed in a
pamphlet by “Aguilas Negras”, which is
purportedly a Colombian paramilitary group.
Among those threatened in the pamphlet is
CCAJAR, whose lawyers are widely known for
their representation of victims of the armed
conflict and human right violations in Colombia.

The identity of those involved in “Aguilas
Negras” remains unclear. Colombian
government officials have stated that Aguilas
Negras does not exist as an entity. Others allege
that the group operates with support from
members of the Colombian military, the security
forces, or criminal groups. For decades,
hundreds of death threats have been issued and

POR CORREO AEREO

Sr lvan Duque Méarquez

Presidente de la Republica de Colombia
Carrera 8 No. 7 — 26

Palacio de Narifio

Bogotéa, Colombia

Al honorable
Amsterdam, 22 diciembre de 2021

Asunto: Colombia: Asegurar la proteccion de
los abogados de CCAJAR contra amenazas de
muerte

Su Excelencia,

Las organizaciones abajo firmantes nos dirigimos a
usted para expresarle nuestra preocupacion por la
seguridad de los miembros de la Corporacion
Colectivo de Abogados José Alvear Restrepo
("CCAJAR") de Colombia, en relacién con las
amenazas de muerte proferidas recientemente
contra CCAJAR en un panfleto emitido en nombre
de "Aguilas Negras".

Segun fuentes publicas, el 5 de diciembre de 2021,
las amenazas de muerte se dirigieron a varias
personas y organizaciones que forman parte de los
movimientos de victimas y partidarios del histérico
Acuerdo de Paz de Colombia. Las amenazas fueron
comunicadas y distribuidas en un panfleto por
"Aguilas Negras", que supuestamente es un grupo
paramilitar colombiano. Entre los amenazados en el
panfleto se encuentra el CCAJAR, cuyos abogados
son ampliamente conocidos por su representacion
de las victimas del conflicto armado y de las
violaciones de los derechos humanos en Colombia.

La identidad de las personas implicadas en "Aguilas
Negras" sigue sin estar clara. Funcionarios del
gobierno colombiano han declarado que Aguilas
Negras no existe como entidad. Otros afirman que
el grupo opera con el apoyo de miembros del
ejército colombiano, de las fuerzas de seguridad o
de grupos criminales. Durante décadas, se han
emitido y difundido impunemente cientos de
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disseminated with impunity in the name of
“Aguilas Negras.”

CCAJAR lawyers have been at high risk for
many years due to their high-profile advocacy.
CCAJAR is well-known, not only for
representing victims of armed conflict, but also
those subjected to human rights violations,
including the right to effective judicial remedies
for such violations. Among others, CCAJAR
represents various Indigenous Peoples of
Colombia who have been driven away from their
land by paramilitary groups claiming this land
for, among other things, economic pursuits such
as the extraction of oil, gas and minerals, and
the construction of palm oil plantations.

We are concerned that the death threats against
CCAJAR are intended to unlawfully curb its
legitimate activities as lawyers. We note that in
2019, the Inter-American Commission of
Human Rights (JACHR) found that threats
against CCAJAR since the 1990s were tied to its
human rights defense work.! The IACHR
concluded at that time that Colombia had failed
in its duty to ensure adequate measures to
protect CCAJAR members from these risks.?
We are gravely concerned that Colombia is
continuing to fail in its responsibility to ensure
effective protection of human rights lawyers,
including failure to conduct timely and impartial
investigations into threats and attacks against
human rights lawyers and defenders.®

We draw your attention to the UN Basic
Principles on the Role of Lawyers*, particularly
Principle 17, which states:

17. Where the security of lawyers is threatened
as a result of discharging their functions, they

amenazas de muerte en nombre de "Aguilas
Negras".

Los abogados del CCAJAR han corrido un alto
riesgo durante muchos afios debido a su defensa
de alto perfil. EI CCAJAR es bien conocido, no sélo
por representar a las victimas del conflicto armado,
sino también a las personas sometidas a
violaciones de los derechos humanos, incluso el
derecho a recursos judiciales efectivos por dichas
violaciones. Entre otros, el CCAJAR representa a
varios pueblos indigenas de Colombia que han sido
expulsados de sus tierras por grupos paramilitares
que reclaman estas tierras para, entre otras cosas,
realizar actividades econ6micas como la extraccion
de petroleo, gas y minerales, y la construccion de
plantaciones de aceite de palma.

Nos preocupa que las amenazas de muerte contra
el CCAJAR pretendan frenar ilegalmente sus
actividades legitimas como abogados. Observamos
que en 2019, la Comision Interamericana de
Derechos Humanos (CIDH) sefialdo que las
amenazas contra el CCAJAR desde la década de
1990 estaban vinculadas a su trabajo de defensa de
los derechos humanos. La CIDH concluy6 en ese
momento que Colombia no habia cumplido con su
deber de garantizar medidas adecuadas para
proteger a los miembros del CCAJAR de estos
riesgos. Nos preocupa gravemente que Colombia
siga incumpliendo su responsabilidad de garantizar
la proteccion efectiva de los abogados de derechos
humanos, incluyendo la falta de investigacion
oportuna e imparcial de las amenazas y ataques
contra los abogados y defensores de derechos
humanos.

Le recordamos los Principios Basicos de la ONU
sobre la Funcion de los Abogados, en particular el
Principio 17, que establece:

17. Cuando la seguridad de los abogados se vea
amenazada como consecuencia del ejercicio de

Y Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Report on Merits, Members of José Alvear Restrepo Lawyers' Collective (CCAJAR), Colombia,
Report No.57/19, Case 12.380, May 4, 2019, para 277, available at: http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/decisions/court/2020/CO 12.380 EN.docx.

2 |bid, para 297.

3 Lawyers for Lawyers, Lawyers' Rights Watch Canada, and the Colombian Caravana, Mid-term Report - Review of the implementation of
recommendations with respect to the rule of law and the role of human rights defenders accepted by Colombia during the UPR in 2018,
submitted September 2021, available at: https://lawyersforlawyers.org/en/colombia-upr-mid-term-report/.

4 United Nations, Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, 7 September 1990, available at:
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/roleoflawyers.aspx. The UN Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers provide a concise

description of international norms relating to the key aspects of the right to independent counsel. / Los Principios Basicos de las Naciones
Unidas sobre la funcién de los Abogados proporcionan una descripcion concisa de las normas internacionales relacionadas a los aspectos

clave del derecho a un abogado independiente.
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shall be adequately safeguarded by the
authorities.

In view of the above, we respectfully urge the
government of Colombia to:

e Carry out an immediate, independent,
thorough, effective and impartial
investigation into the threats directed at
CCAJAR, including investigation into
actors involved with “Aguilas Negras,”
to identify those responsible, bring
them before a competent, independent,
fair and impartial court, and hold them
accountable in accordance with
international human rights law and
standards;

e Take all necessary measures to
guarantee the security of the members
of CCAJAR;

e Guarantee in all circumstances that all
lawyers in Colombia can undertake
their legitimate professional activities
without fear of reprisals and free of all
restrictions.

We thank you for your attention to this very
important matter. We will continue to monitor
this situation closely.

Yours sincerely,
e Colombian Caravana

e International
Rights Institute (IBAHRI)

¢ International Observatory for Lawyers in

Danger (OIAD)
e Lawyers for Lawyers
e Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada
e The Law Society of England and Wales

Bar Association’s Human

sus funciones, las autoridades los protegeran
adecuadamente.

En vista de lo anterior, instamos respetuosamente
al gobierno de Colombia a:

Llevar a cabo una investigacion inmediata,
independiente, exhaustiva, efectiva e
imparcial sobre las amenazas dirigidas al
CCAJAR, incluyendo la investigacion de los
actores involucrados con "Aguilas Negras",
para identificar a los responsables, llevarlos
ante un tribunal competente, independiente,
justo e imparcial, y hacer que rindan cuentas
de acuerdo con el derecho y las normas
internacionales de derechos humanos;
Adoptar todas las medidas necesarias para
garantizar la seguridad de los miembros del
CCAJAR;

Garantizar, en cualquier circunstancia, que
todos los abogados de Colombia puedan
desarrollar sus legitimas  actividades
profesionales sin temor a represalias y libres
de toda restriccion.

Le agradecemos su atencién a este asunto tan
importante. Seguiremos vigilando de cerca esta
situacion.

Le saluda atentamente,

Colombian Caravana

International Bar Association’s Human
Rights Institute (IBAHRI)

International Observatory for Lawyers in
Danger (OIAD)

Lawyers for Lawyers

Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada

The Law Society of England and Wales
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