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Myanmar, Colombia, China: Effective engagement with Universal Periodic Review is
critical to effectiveness
Mme. President,
This is a joint statement of several NGOs.
We regret that the military coup in Myanmar has precluded an Interactive Dialogue on its UPR
outcome for two consecutive Council sessions. Meanwhile, lawyers and defenders continue to be
at risk,1 and a number have been arbitrarily detained, disappeared, and ill-treated by the junta.
Mid-term assessment after Colombia’s 2018 UPR shows lack of progress in implementing the
recommendations it accepted on protection of lawyers.2 Lawyers and defenders continue to be in
danger in Colombia, and protection measures remain inadequate.
China has not implemented recommendations accepted during its 2018 UPR. Mid-term
assessment3 demonstrates that China continues to persecute lawyers and defenders without
improvement in freedom of expression or fair trial rights. Lawyer Chang Weiping recently
reported torture and ill-treatment during months of arbitrary detention without access to a
lawyer.4 China is not fulfilling its responsibilities as a member of this Council to “uphold the
highest standards of human rights” pursuant to GA resolution 60/251.5
The UPR is a peer review. Meaningful, genuine engagement with the UPR process is critical to
its effectiveness. We urge all States under Review, Troikas6 and Recommending States, to
monitor and ensure implementation of all accepted recommendations, and comply with
resolution 60/251.
Thank you.
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