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Mme President,
Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada is increasingly concerned1 about the need for concerted
international action to prevent further deterioration of the alarming human rights situation in
Afghanistan.
Those who have advocated implementation of human rights and the rule of law are in particular
danger in Afghanistan. Judges, prosecutors, lawyers, human rights defenders, parliamentarians,
and journalists, particularly women, are among those at risk. Also facing grave risks are ethnic
and religious minorities. There are increasing worries about destruction of evidence of grave
violations, including fears for the safety of victim witnesses and those who have amassed
archives of information about atrocity crimes over the past two decades.2
This month, Taliban security forces violently suppressed peaceful protests, killing several
people. Journalists covering demonstrations have been arbitrarily detained and tortured.3 There
are reports of reprisal killings of persons who worked with previous Afghan administrations.4
The resolution of the 31st special session was inadequate5 to address the now even more obvious
need for action.
We call on the Council to establish a mechanism adequately staffed and resourced:



To conduct sustained investigation, monitoring and reporting on the human rights situation;
and
To collect, secure, and prepare evidence of serious violations for use in fair and independent
prosecutions.

Thank you, Mme. President.
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