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Item: Item 2: General Debate on oral updates by the High Commissioner 
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Speaker: Harini Sivalingam 

 

Oral Statement to the 48
th

 Session of the UN Human Rights Council from Lawyers’ 

Rights Watch Canada (LRWC), NGO in special consultative status  

 

Entrenched Impunity for Human Rights Violations in Sri Lanka 
 

Human rights violations worsening in Afghanistan 

 

Mme President, 

 

Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada thanks the High Commissioner for her oral reports on Sri Lanka
1
 

and Afghanistan.
2

  

We deplore Sri Lanka’s lack of effort to implement Council recommendations
4
 to strengthen 

accountability mechanisms for past violations. Transitional justice has not only been stalled but 

reversed.  

 

Lack of progress in investigations displays entrenched impunity and lack of accountability of Sri 

Lanka’s government. Families of the disappeared have been waiting more than 12 years for 

answers about their loved ones – they have received no justice or  accountability. We are also 

alarmed increasing harassment of human rights defenders.  

 

Sri Lanka’s failure to implement Council recommendations evidences the need for swift and 

decisive creation of an international independent investigative body for Sri Lanka. We also 

reiterate our calls
5
 for the Council to: 

 

1. Seek referral of the situation in Sri Lanka to the International Criminal Court;  

2. Urge States to exercize universal jurisdiction within their national courts for prosecution of 

international crimes committed in Sri Lanka. 

 

We are also alarmed by the situation in Afghanistan. The Taliban is increasingly violating 

human rights, including extrajudicial killings, beatings, arbitrary detentions, and use of “live 

ammunition, batons and whips”
6
 to disperse peaceful protests of women and defenders. We 

reiterate our call
7
 for an international investigative mechanism, as urged by the High 

Commissioner, Special Procedures, and Afghanistan’s Independent Human Rights Commission. 

 

Thank you, Mme. President. 
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