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Serious human rights concerns and situation in Afghanistan: Oral Statement to the 31st 

Special Session of the UN Human Rights Council from Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada, 

the International Bar Association, and The Law Society, NGOs in Special Consultative 

Status 
 

Mme President; 
 

Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada, the International Bar Association, and The Law Society of 

England and Wales call for an end to decades of impunity for grave violations of international 

human rights and humanitarian law by Afghan and foreign actors in Afghanistan.  
 

We deplore the unlawful takeover of the country by force. Alarming reports
1
 of grave violations 

include massacres of civilians,
2
 assassinations of defenders, arbitrary detentions, unlawful 

restrictions on rights of women and girls,
3
 and violent dispersal of peaceful protests.

4
  

 

Women, children, minorities, journalists, judges, lawyers, and defenders are at particular risk.  
 

We ask the Council to urge foreign governments, particularly those who have been engaged in 

the 20-year armed conflict, to take urgent and effective actions for the protection of civilians, 

including speedy and accessible processes to ensure safe passage and asylum for all those likely 

to be targeted because of their work upholding human rights and the rule of law. We urge the 

immediate establishment of humanitarian corridors for safe evacuation. There must be no 
deportations to Afghanistan; the principle of non-refoulement must be respected.  
 

We urge the Council to establish an international fact-finding mechanism adequately resourced 

and staffed for sustained monitoring of human rights and humanitarian law violations and to 

collect, preserve, and prepare evidence of violations for use in fair and independent prosecutions. 
 

Thank you.   
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