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Thank you Mme President; 
 

Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada commends the Special Rapporteur’s tireless efforts1 to uphold 

the rights of the people of Myanmar. 
 

Millions2 of women, men and youth throughout the country have risen up in nonviolent 

resistance to the unlawful military coup of February 1st. 
 

Evidence of crimes against humanity by the Tatmadaw is mounting daily with reports of brutal 

and systematic extrajudicial killings of peaceful protestors, more than 2,0003 arbitrary detentions 

or charges, and numerous cases of torture and suspected enforced disappearance. Detainees 

include elected members of parliament, civil society members, civil servants, journalists, 

teachers, medics, students, and lawyers.4 Detainees held incommunicado are denied access to 

lawyers and are subjected to unfair proceedings and heightened risk of torture and ill-treatment.  
 

At the February 12th Special Session, certain members of this Council
5
 suggested incorrectly 

that this situation is an internal matter for Myanmar. We call on all Council members to 

recognize that evidence of crimes against humanity requires all States to exercize erga omnes 

responsibility.  
 

We urge all Council members: 
 

 To call a halt to arms transfers and to impose targeted sanctions against Tatmadaw business 

interests; and 

 To seek a Security Council global arms embargo and referral of the situation to the 

International Criminal Court. 
 

Thank you. 
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