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Mme President;

The ravages of the war in Yemen continue to worsen with hundreds of thousands dead, millions
displaced, and 80% in need of humanitarian aid. The Group of Experts have declared a
“pandemic of impunity” and called on the Security Council to refer the situation in Yemen to the
International Criminal Court and to expand the list of people subject to Security Council
sanctions.

The Experts report reasonable grounds to believe the parties to the conflict have committed
violations of international humanitarian law? through air strikes, shellings, and indiscriminate
attacks;® interference with humanitarian aid and access to food;* murder;” arbitrary detentions;®
and targeting of journalists, defenders and jurists.’

By October 2020 there were an estimated 233,000 war-caused deaths, including thousands of
children,® millions facing lack of food and other necessaries, and humanitarian workers detained,
harassed and threatened.” UNICEF predicts that, without an end to the war, half the population
will suffer from crisis food insecurity by mid-2021.1° States, including Canada, France, Iran, and
the UK have failed to heed the Experts’ pleas to halt arms sales to Saudi Arabia or other parties
to the conflict.

LRWC calls on the Council to:

= Seek the referral to the International Criminal Court requested by the Experts, and
= Adopt a resolution calling all states to immediately halt arms transfers to all parties to the
conflict.

Thank you Mme. President.
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