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Mme. President,  
 

Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada thanks the Special Rapporteur for his report.  

We reiterate our concerns raised during the 44
th

 session about Myanmar’s failure to ensure the 

independence of the judicial system and the legal profession.
1
 We deplore the ongoing impunity 

for attacks or surveillance against lawyers and defenders
2
 as well as abuse of laws to criminalize 

them.
3
  

A free and fair election in November 2020 is of paramount concern. We deplore Myanmar’s 

discriminatory refusal to allow Rohingya people to vote or run as candidates.
4
  

We condemn the Tatmadaw’s continued impunity for rights violations and atrocity crimes 

throughout Myanmar, particularly against minorities in Rakhine, Shan, and Kachin States.
5
 

Myanmar continues its refusal to cooperate with Special Procedures.
6
 Myanmar has refused to 

publicly release its May 2020 report to indicate how it is fulfilling the Provisional Measures 

Order of the International Court of Justice to prevent genocide and ensure the preservation of 

evidence of alleged acts of genocide.
7
  

We ask the Council to urge Myanmar to fulfil its international human rights obligations and to: 

 

 Ensure a free and fair election, including full participation by all of Myanmar’s 

minorities, including Rohingya people; 

 Fully cooperate with the Council including the upcoming Universal Period Review 

(UPR),
8
 and Special Procedures including the Special Rapporteur and the Independent 

Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar (IIMM), ensuring full access to all areas of 

Myanmar.
9
 

 

Thank you.  
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