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Joint Statement 

Civil Society Organizations call for the release of 12 land rights defenders imprisoned for exercising 
their fundamental freedoms 

March 6, 2015 – Ahead of the International Women’s Day on March 8th, we, the undersigned civil 
society organizations, call for the immediate release of Boeung Kak Lake (“BKL”) activists Tep Vanny, 
Nget Khun, Song Sreyleap, Kong Chantha, Phan Chhunreth, Bo Chhorvy, Nong Sreng, Heng Pich, Im 
Srey Touch, Phoung Sopheap; of Buddhist monk, Venerable Seung Hai; and of housing rights 
defender Ly Seav Minh. All 12 have been unlawfully deprived of their liberty for exercising their 
fundamental freedoms in relation to long-term land disputes in the Boeung Kak area of Phnom Penh.  

On 10 November 2014, Nget Khun, Tep Vanny, Song Sreyleap, Kong Chantha, Phan Chhunreth, Bo 
Chhorvy, and Nong Sreng were arrested, charged with obstructing public traffic, tried and convicted 
within 36 hours, receiving a maximum sentence of one year in prison and a US$500 fine.1 The seven 
women had been protesting, calling on the authorities to take action to remedy flooding in their 
community. The area has suffered flooding problems since 2008, when the lake was filled with sand 
by the Shukaku Inc Company. A further three women and a monk faced similar treatment the 
following day, detained while peacefully protesting outside the courthouse for the release of their 
fellow activists and hastily convicted of obstructing public officials. On 26 January 2015, whilst 
granting minor reductions of sentence to the defendants, the Court of Appeal upheld their 
convictions, which were handed down in proceedings that did not meet fair trial standards.2 

On 18 November 2014, Ms. Ly Seav Minh was arrested along with her father Mr. Ly Srea Kheng in 
the context of a land dispute with the Khun Sear Import Export Company after they refused to 
vacate a plot of land in the Boeung Kak 1 area. The family has suffered death threats, violent attacks 
and intimidation. Mr. Kheng was bailed on December 5, but bail was denied to Ms. Minh on 5 
January on the grounds that it was necessary to prevent the commission of further crimes, the 
destruction of evidence or threats against witnesses, without explaining why such risks were 
applicable to her case.3 She is charged with using violence against a possessor in good faith of an 
immovable property. While she has been in provisional detention since then, the hearing for her 
case is not yet scheduled. 

According to the Constitution, Cambodia “shall recognize and respect human rights as stipulated in 
the United Nations Charter, the covenants and conventions related to human rights, women’s rights 
and children’s rights.” The Constitution also enshrines the independence of the judiciary and defines 
its function as being to “guarantee and uphold impartiality and protect the rights and freedoms of 
the citizens.” Moreover, the Constitutional Council of Cambodia has stated that “international 
conventions that Cambodia has recognized” form part of the law to which trial judges must adhere. 

                                                           
1 CCHR, ‘Boeung Kak Lake Community Members Arrested, Detained and Convicted in 36 Hours,’ (11 November 2014), 
http://bit.ly/15M7uOu.  
2 NGO’s Joint Statement, ‘Arbitrary arrests in Boeung Kak 1’ (20 November 2014), 
http://www.cchrcambodia.org/index_old.php?url=project_page/project_page.php&p=press_detail.php&pro=LR&pro_id=1
2&prid=524&id=3; NGO’s Joint Statement, ‘Civil Society Groups Condemn the Ongoing Detention of 11 Activists,’ (26 
January 2015), 
 http://www.cchrcambodia.org/index_old.php?url=media/media.php&p=press_detail.php&prid=533&id=5&lang=eng   
3 CCHR, ‘Arbitrary arrests in Boeung Kak 1’ November 20 2014 Joint Statement 
<http://cchrcambodia.org/index_old.php?url=media/media.php&p=press_detail.php&prid=524&id=5> 

http://www.cchrcambodia.org/index_old.php?url=project_page/project_page.php&p=press_detail.php&pro=LR&pro_id=12&prid=524&id=3
http://www.cchrcambodia.org/index_old.php?url=project_page/project_page.php&p=press_detail.php&pro=LR&pro_id=12&prid=524&id=3
http://www.cchrcambodia.org/index_old.php?url=media/media.php&p=press_detail.php&prid=533&id=5&lang=eng
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None of these protections were guaranteed to the 12 detainees, who have been jailed for exercising 
their rights to freedom of expression and freedom of assembly. 

Eleven of the 12 defenders are women. As the recently adopted United Nations General Assembly 
resolution on women human rights defenders testifies, women who work to defend human rights 
face risks and challenges that require specific attention and protection.4 International Women’s Day, 
held this week, provides the perfect occasion for this government to garner international credibility 
by affirming the important and legitimate role of human rights defenders, especially women 
defenders, in the promotion and protection of human rights, democracy and the rule of law in 
Cambodia. 

It is high time for the government to demonstrate its genuine commitment to human rights, as 
recently pledged to the international community during the last Universal Periodic Review in the UN 
Human Rights Council in 2014 and ahead of the second review of Cambodia before the UN Human 
Rights Committee, due this month on March 17 and 18. The reluctance of the government to protect 
human rights defenders, and moreover its active role in restricting their rights to promote and strive 
for the protection and realization of human rights represents a breach of the state’s obligations that 
cannot be tolerated anymore. In addition to ending the use of courts to harass activists and human 
rights defenders, both local and national authorities should take serious steps to resolve the 
underlying land disputes and reach solutions that respect the rights of all parties, rather than 
silencing the voices of vulnerable and marginalised citizens and further stimulating conflicts. 

We, the civil society groups listed below, call for the immediate release of all 12 detainees, and for 
all charges against them to be dropped. We will be collecting messages from the public to send to 
the detainees once a month. We will continue to campaign for their rights until all 12 are released.  

Free the 12! 

1. Banteay Srei  
2. Boeung Kak Lake Community (BKL) 
3. Boeung Chhouk Community (BCC) 
4. Boeung Trabek Community (BTC) 
5. Borei Keila Community (BK) 
6. Building Community Voice (BCV) 
7. Cambodian Alliance Trade Union (CATU) 
8. Cambodian Center for Human Rights (CCHR) 
9. Cambodian Human Rights Action Committee (CHRAC) 
10. Cambodian Human Rights and Development Association (ADHOC)  
11. Cambodian Labour Confederation  (CLC) 
12. Cambodian Organization for Children and Development (COCD) 
13. Coalition of  Cambodian farmer Community(CCFC) 
14. Committee for Free and Fair Election in Cambodia (COMFREL) 
15. Community Legal Education Center (CLEC) 
16. Cooperation Committee for Cambodia (CCC) 
17. Equitable Cambodia (EC) 
18. Gender and Development for Cambodia (GADC) 
19. Housing Rights Task Force (HRTF) 
20. Independent Democracy Of Informal Economic Association (IDEA) 
21. Lawyers Rights Watch Canada (LRWC) 

                                                           
4 http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/68/181 
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22.  Legal Support for Children and Women (LSCW) 
23. People Improvement Organization (PIO) 
24. Samakum Teang Tnaut (STT) 
25. SILAKA 
26. SOS Phnom Penh International Airport Community  
27. STAR Kampuchea 
28. Strey Khmer  Organization  
29. Thma Da Community (TDC) 
30. The Alliance for Conflict Transformation (ACT)  

 

For more information please contact CCHR’s Protecting Fundamental Freedoms Project 
Coordinator Ms. Chhunly Chhay, via telephone at +855 (0) 17 52 80 21 or email at 
chhunly.chhay@cchrcambodia.org; or Mr. Vann Sophath, CCHR’s Land Reform Project Coordinator 
via telephone at +855 (0) 12 94 12 06 or email at vann.sophath@cchrcambodia.org 
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