LRWC ACTIVITES FOR 2016 DRAFT

Research

· Preparation of a Guide on the international law rights to engage in dissent through exercising rights to expression, association and assembly
· Preparation of shorter reports on: rights to counsel as part of fair trial rights; development of minimum rights to counsel guidelines; Principles of Legality with respect to the legality of criminal charges; Illegitimate prosecutions including use of insult laws; access to protective measures; UN Human Rights Council action against members states contravening HR standards;
In-Country Investigations
· LRWC will participate in the Fifth Biennial Colombia Caravana in August 2016 and follow-up. Heather Neun from BC and Justice Brent Knazan from Ontario have confirmed their attendance. 
UN Participation
· Nomination of Special Mandate holders and participation of enhanced NGO participation in selection process;  

· Attendance at the June and September session of the HRC .Catherine Morris had confirmed attendance June 20 – 24. Catherine Morris and Pinder Cheema Q.C. are attending portions of the June session. We are looking for suitable people to attend some of the September session. Clive is going to inquire about possible union interest in funding at least one attendance ($3,000 each). 
· File a complaint with the WGAD report on Viet Nam

· File a complaint with the WGEID on five Syrian cases
· Report to the HRC on China focused on the treatment of lawyers
· File a report recommending changes to requirements of Human Rights Council members, their election and suspension. 

Intervention

· Gavin Magrath will represent LRWC before the Ontario Court of Appeal in the hearing of the TWU v LSUC appeal  June 6-8, 2016.
Education 
· Public talk by Cindy Blackstock on the Family and Child Caring society decision is scheduled tentatively for the fall of 2016. 
· Workshops in the Peace River Valley on international law rights to dissent. 
General 

· Website improvement and improvement of research and video distribution. 
· Funding – obtaining funding for summer intern and winter students 
SEE UNDERLINED POSITIONS OF INTEREST TO LRWC

1. Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions [HRC res. 26/12]

2. Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief [HRC res. 22/20]

3. Special Rapporteur on the right to education [HRC res. 26/17]

4. Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea [HRC res. 28/22]
5. Working Group on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other business enterprises, member from Western European and other States** [HRC res. 26/22]

Appointments at the 33rd session of the Council (13 - 30 September 2016)

1. Special Rapporteur on the human rights of internally displaced persons [HRC res. 23/8]

2. Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment [HRC res. 25/13]

3. Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, member from Eastern European States [HRC res. 24/7]
Appointments at the 34th session of the Council (March 2017)
1. Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (EMRIP)*, member from Asia-Pacific States [HRC res. 6/36]

2. Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (EMRIP)*, member from Western European and other States [HRC res. 6/36]

3. Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association [HRC res. 24/5]
4. Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances, member from Latin American and Caribbean States [HRC res. 27/1]
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