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Mr. President, 
 

Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada thanks the High Commissioner for her oral update 

identifying so many human rights crises. Victims of these abuses are denied remedies at 

home and look to the Council for protection.  
 

We call further attention to grave violations by Council members responsible for 

perpetrating or failing to prevent and remedy violations.  
 

In Cameroon, 500,000 persons are victims of enforced displacement. There are numerous 

reports of arbitrary and incommunicado detention without access to lawyers. Some report 

being tortured.
1
 More than 200 villages have been burnt with about 50,000 refugees.  

 

The Philippines is the subject of the High Commissioner’s forthcoming report examining 

27,000 extra-judicial killings over a three-year period, including forty-six jurists 

murdered.
2
 In China, many thousands of people are arbitrarily detained—including 

lawyers, defenders, critics, and religious minorities. Half of the population of Saudi 

Arabia—the females—are denied fundamental rights. Their advocates are denied liberty.  
 

We ask that each Council member:  

 

1. Respect and cooperate with the High Commissioner; 

2. Clearly denounce these violations and identify measures for effective prevention 

and remediation; and  

3. Introduce measures to ensure that every Council member fully complies with 

Resolution 60/251 by cooperating with Council mandates and upholding the 

highest human rights standards. 

 

Thank you. 

                                                 
1
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