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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

While the dangers faced by human rights defenders around the world worsened significantly during the
reporting period, the scope and efficacy of LRWC work improved. During the past two years, more and more
states—including western democracies—used the law, courts, and prisons to criminalize human rights
advocacy and to silence, punish, and imprison critics and opponents and their representatives. States routinely
violated international law citing unsubstantiated needs to override rights in order to protect national security
or fight terrorism. Individuals targeted included: lawyers, judges, human rights advocates, land protectors,
environmentalists, anti-global warming activists, and individuals—including journalists—exposing human
rights abuses by state actors. Powerful states, including members of the UN Human Rights Council, asserted
‘sovereign’ rights to authoritarian models of governance where the executive controls the courts, the law is a
tool of oppression and decision makers are unaccountable for violating internationally protected rights. The
upsurge in states routinely targeting human rights defenders with abuse took many forms. Some states used
ovetly broad criminal charges, denial of due process and executive-controlled courts to arbitrarily imprison
human rights defenders. In some states advocacy rights and environmental protection were routinely
supplanted—usually with state sanctions—by the self-proclaimed ‘rights’ and needs of corporations involved
in resource extraction, hydro-electric dams and other mega projects. LRWC members responded heroically.
The quantity, quality and efficacy of the work done pro bono by LRWC members increased. During the
reporting period, LRWC members made important contributions to the global struggle for the enforcement
of international human rights and the maintenance of rights-based governance and legal systems that adhere
to the rule of law. This pro bono research, education and advocacy remain critical to this struggle. Thank you
for your support. It has meant a lot to human rights defenders in danger around the world.

ACTIVITIES IN THE REPORTING PERIOD

I. SUCCESSES

The work of LRWC influences positive outcomes and remediation of rights violations. LRWC often works in
co-operation with other non-government organizations by initiating, contributing to, or endorsing joint
initiatives. Granted, it is usually not possible to determine whether or the extent to which LRWC’s own or
joint work contributed to a particular ‘success’. However, victims of human rights abuses and their advocates
continue to report that LRWC’s work is vitally important to achieving justice in individual cases, providing a
source of hope in the interim, and in promoting better knowledge and implementation of internationally
protected rights. Listed below are notable ‘successes’ in cases where LRWC intervened in 2017 and 2018:

2017
- Argentina: Investigation determines prosecutor died by murder not suicide (14/09/17)
- Cambodia: Amicus brief and intervention filed [Khmert] (16/02/17)
- Cameroon: 55 Anglophone protesters released, charges withdrawn (30/08/17)
- Canada: LRWC files factum in Supreme Court of Canada (SCC) Trinity Western University cases
- Canada: Boyle/Coleman family rescued (12/10/17)
- Canada: UN Working Group on Business and Human Rights (WGBHR) calls on Canada to ensure
remedies for human rights violations by Canadian corporations abroad (1/06/17)
- Colombia: Joint amicus brief filed [Spanish] in Constitutional Court re: Peace Act (26/07/17)
- Saudi Arabia: Waleed Abu al-Khair receives Law Society of Ontario Human Rights Award (22/02/17)
- Sudan: Three HRDs released from imprisonment, sentences commuted
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II.

Sudan: Charges withdrawn against three HRDs (6/03/17)

Thailand: Charges withdrawn against three HRDs (7/03/17)

Turkey: Eight HRDs released pending trial (25/10/17)

Viet Nam: UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention (WGAD) rules detention of Nguyen Van
Dai arbitrary: recommends release (25/04/17)

Canada: LRWC attends discussion about consular setvices for Canadians abroad (29/11/18)
Canada: SCC upholds equal and non-discriminatory access to legal education (15/06/18)
Canada: Discriminatory Community Covenant becomes voluntary (16/08/18)

Canada: Committee Against Torture notes failure to report and provide full redress (11/12/18)
China: Wang Yu’s son permitted to leave China (19/01/18)

Egypt: Mahienour el-Massry and Moatasem Medhat acquitted (16/01/18)

Iran: Abdolfattah Soltani freed after 10 years of wrongful imprisonment (21/11/18)

Malaysia: Eric Paulsen and S. Arutchelvan acquitted of sedition charges (16/08/18)

Saudi Arabia: UN Special Rapporteurs call for release of women activists (27/06/18)

Saudi Arabia: WGAD rules detention of W. Abu al-Khair arbitrary: requests release(4/07/18)
Myanmar: LRWC statement on atrocities presented to UN Human Rights Council (27/06/18)
Sudan: 56 critics released without charge (10/04/18)

Thailand: 14 migrant workers acquitted (11/07/18)

Thailand: Conviction of Andy Hall reversed on appeal (31/05/18)

Turkey: Dr. Istar Gozaydin acquitted (31/01/18)

Turkey: Mustafa Aydin released (27/06/18)

Viet Nam: Nguyen Van Dai and 1.é Thu Ha released but exiled (6/06/18)

UNITED NATIONS PARTICIPATION

Special Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council of the UN entitles LRWC to contribute to
the work of UN and the Human Rights Council (HRC) by: serving as technical experts, advisers, and
consultants to governments and the Secretatiat; advocating for the implementation of UN instruments and
programs of action; attending meetings and making oral and written presentations; proposing items for
consideration; and attending UN General Assembly conferences and special sessions. During this reporting
period, LRWC attended and made oral and written submissions to the HRC and filed reports and complaints
with treaty monitoring bodies and Special Procedures of the HRC. Where indicated, LRWC worked in
cooperation with other NGOs.

UN HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL ATTENDANCE & PARTICIPATION

A. The 34" Session of the UN Human Rights Council: 27 February - 24 March 2017
Abdul Khan, Mississauga-based lawyer, represented LRWC during first week of the 34t Session. Mr.
Khan attended side events and met with NGO delegates to discuss international human rights issues.

i

Oral Interventions at the 34t Session of the HRC
o Global: Effective protection for human rights defenders needed, presented 3 March 2017 by Abdul
Khan.
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O

Myanmar: Commission of Inguiry into persecution of Robhingya needed, joint statement by LRWC,
the International Commission of Jurists, and the International Bar Association’s Human
Rights Institute, presented by Ms. Zar Li Ayeon on 13 March 2017.

ii. UN Side Event: “Independence of the Legal Profession”

O

This side event in Geneva on 16 March 2017, organized by Lawyers for Lawyers (L4L) and
the Law Society of England and Wales and co-sponsored by LRWC featured an address by
Diego Garcia-Sayan, Special Rapporteur on the Independence of Judges and Lawyers.

B. The 35" Session of the UN Human Rights Council: 6 — 23 June 2017

Renée Mulligan, Angela Walker, and Joey Doyle represented LRWC: Ms. Mulligan and Ms. Walker
attended 6 — 12 June, and Mr. Doyle from 12 — 16 June. LRWC contributed to seven oral statements on
topics of ongoing concern. Renée, Angela, and Joey attended side events and met with NGOs and the
Permanent Mission of Canada to discuss human rights advocacy and LRWC’s Right 7o Dissent guidebook.

i.  Oral Interventions at the 35t Session

O

Global: Accountability for non-complying members of Council: China, Egypt, the Philippines, Sandi
Arabia, delivered by Renée Mulligan 7 June 2017 during the General Debate on the High
Commissioner’s oral update.

Global: Lack of access to effective_remedies for victims of forced labour and victims of kidnapping for
ransor, delivered 9 June 2017 by Angela Walker during the Interactive Dialogue with the
Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children.

Global: Human Rights Council must move to_address non-compliance by members, delivered by Joey
Doyle on 12 June 2017 during Item 3 — General Debate.

Pakistan and Cameroon: Systematic failure to ensure protection of lawyers and defenders, 15 June
2017, delivered by Joseph Doyle during the General Debate regarding Human rights
situations that require the Council’s attention.

Myanmar:  Eusure independent legal profession and remedy attacks and threats against lawyers
delivered by Joseph Doyle on 15 June 2017 during the Interactive Dialogue with the Special
Rapporteur on the human rights situation in Myanmar.

Global: Iyplement accountability measures for members of the Human Rights Council, delivered by
Joseph Doyle on 17 June 2017 during Item 5 — General Debate.

Global: States must ensure_independence of judiciary, a joint statement by the International Bar
Association’s Human Rights Institute (IBA/HRI), delivered by Laure Elmaleh on 12 June
2017 during the Interactive Dialogue with Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges
and lawyers. This statement was endorsed by LRWC, The Commonwealth Magistrates' and
Judges' Association, Judges for Judges, Lawyers for Lawyers (I4L), The Law Society of
England and Wales (LSEW) , and The Southern Africa Litigation Centre.

C. The 36" Session of the UN Human Rights Council: 11 — 29 September 2017
Catherine Morris and Paul Scambler Q.C. represented LRWC. In addition to attending daily HRC sessions
and presenting oral statements, Ms. Morris and Mr. Scambler attended side events and strategy sessions
with NGOs, met with Special Procedures mandate holders and secretariats, and state representatives about
specific cases and global issues.

i. Oral Interventions at the 36t Session

@)

Global: Need to develop a mandatory Code of Conduct for members of the HRC, presented by
Catherine Morris on 19 September 2017.
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Myanmar: Cooperation with Fact-Finding Mission essential to  determining facts and ensuring
acconntability, joint statement of LRWC and the IBA/HRI presented by Catherine Mortis on
19 September 2017.

Bahrain: Continuing Failure to comply with UPR recommendations, presented by Paul Scambler
Q.C. on 21 September 2017.

Canada/US/Afghanistan/Pakistan: Hostages and other illegally-detained persons entitled to
protection and adyocacy by their home states, presented by Catherine Mortis on 22 September 2017
Cambodia: Cambodia urged to cooperate with HRC Special Procedures mandate bolders toward
independence of the judiciary and respect for right to freedoms of expression, association and assenrbly,
presented on 27 September 2017 by Catherine Mortis.
Thailand/Cambodia/Turkey/Saudi Arabia/China: States must cooperate with UN Adpisory
Services and Technical Cooperation in the Field of Human Rights towards independent and integrity of the
legal profession, joint statement by LRWC and L4L, presented on 28 September 2017 by
Catherine Mortis.

D. The 37" Session of the UN Human Rights Council: 26 February — 23 March 2018
Ms. Dharsha Jegatheeswaran represented LRWC. LRWC worked in cooperation with other NGOs to
produce four oral statements for presentation during this session of Council. Despite being registered to
make specific oral interventions, scheduling difficulties prevented the actual presentation of all four oral
statements. LRWC and partner NGOs tried to compensate through other means of distribution.

i. Oral interventions at the 37t Session

@)

@)

@)

Sri Lanka: Need to use universal jurisdiction to ensure accountability for atrocities, statement scheduled
presentation on 10 March 2018 did not take place.

Universal Periodic Review Process: State Action need fo promote global implementation of rights
including of LGBTQ people, Presentation of the joint statement by LRWC, the IBA/HRI, and
The International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association scheduled for 1
Matrch 2018 did not take place.

China, Turkey, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan: Atfacks on the legal profession in China, Azerbatjan,
Kazakhstan and Turkey. Presentation of the joint statement by The International Commission
of Jurists (ICJ), IBAHRI, Union Internationale des Avocats (UIA), L4L, LSEW, LRWC, and
The Bar Human Rights Committee of England and Wales (BHRC), scheduled for 1 March
2018 did not take place.

Turkey: Immediately cease_and remedy arbitrary arrest, detention and wrongful prosecution of legal
professionals_and the wuse of torture, Presentation of the joint statement by IBAHRI, BHRC,
Judges for Judges, L4L, LRWC, LSEW and UIA scheduled for 28 February 2018 did not
take place.

ii.  Written Statements to the 37% Session
o China: The arrest, detention, conviction, and imprisonment of lawyers and human rights defenders in China:

the silencing of human rights defenders through criminal law and executive controlled courts, written by Jing
Song and Maree Bullivant, February 2018.

o Turkey: The situation of lawyers and other human rights defenders in the Republic of Turkey since July

2016, written by Carolyn McCool, February 2018.

E. The 38™ Session of the UN Human Rights Council, 18 June — 6 July 2018

Although no LRWC representatives attended the 38" session, LRWC was able to make two oral
statements with the help of colleagues from other NGOs.
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i.  Oral Interventions at the 38 Session
o Myanmar: The global crisis of impunity for atrocities in Myanmar, joint Statement by LRWC and
the IBA/HRI presented by Hélene Ramos dos Santos on 27 June 2018.
o Turkey: Widespread violations against lawyers in Turkey, joint statement of IBAHRI, LSEW,
BHRC, UIA, L4L, and LRWC presented by Hélene Ramos dos Santos on 22 June 2018.

F. The 39™ Session of the UN Human Rights Council: 10 — 28 September 2018

Three LRWC representatives attended the 29t session of Council: Catherine Morris and Paul Scambler Q.C.
attended from 19 to 27 September 2018 and Felix Agbor Nkongho—based in Buea, Cameroon—attended
from 17 to 21 September 2018. LRWC representatives participated in side events and meetings with State
and NGO representatives on issues of concern in Cameroon, Yemen, Cambodia, Canada, Turkey, Saudi
Arabia, and Honduras. Felix Agbor Nkongho, Cameroon barrister and founder of the Centre for Human
Rights and Democracy in Africa, spoke at a side event co-sponsored by The International Service for Human
Rights, The International Federation for Human Rights, and others about the crisis in Cameroon.

In addition to filing two written statements for consideration at this session, LRWC prepared and presented
eight oral statements. Follow the video links below to view each LRWC oral statement and the respective
country’s response. Paul Scambler also delivered oral statements for L4L.

i.  Oral Interventions at the 39t Session

o Canada: Rights of Indigenons Peoples and Victims of Abuses by Canadian Corporations Abroad,
presented by Paul Scambler Q.C. on 20 September 2018. Video available here.

o Cambodia: Marked Regression of Cipil and Political Rights in Cambodia, presented by Catherine
Mortris on 26 September 2018. Video available here.

o Cameroon: Humanitarian crisis _for Anglophones facing persistent discrimination _and inequality,
presented by Felix Agbor Nkongho on 20 September 2018. Video available here.

o Colombia: Protection of Human Rights Lawyers and Defenders, joint statement of L4L and LRWC
presented by Paul Scambler Q.C. on 21 September 2018. Video available here

O Myanmar: [nvestigate and Prosecute of Military Officials for Genocide, Crimes Against Humanity and
War Crimes, presented by Felix Agbor Nkongho on 18 September 2018. Video here.

O Saudi Arabia and China: Continned Widespread, Systematic, and Grave Human Rights Violations
in Sandi Arabia_and China., presented by Catherine Morris on 19 September 2018. Video
available here.

o UNHRC: LRWC Ures UNHRC o Institute Specific Protocols to protect civil society throughout the
UPR, presented by Catherine Mortis on 20 September 2018. Video available here.

O Yemen: Investigate Violations of International Human Rights and Humanitarian law in
Yemen, presented by Catherine Morris on 26 September 2018. Video available here.

ii.  Written Statements to the 39t Session
o Saudi Arabia: Persistent gross, widespread and systematic violations of human rights while a member of
the Human Rights Council, joint written statement by LRWC and the Gulf Centre for Human
Rights (GCHR) prepatred by Catherine Mortis and Gail Davidson, 22 August 2018.
o Turkey: Lawyers and buman rights defenders in Turkey: Continned violation of non-derogable rights after
lifting of State of Eimergency, joint written statement by LRWC, L4L, and the LSEW prepared
by Catherine Mortis and Gail Davidson, 22 August 2018.
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III. REPORTS TO TREATY MONITORING BODIES AND SPECIAL
PROCEDURES

A. UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW (UPR) WORKING GROUP

The UPR is a periodic review of the human rights records of each UN Member State conducted under the
auspices of the Human Rights Council (HRC) with a view to improving human rights compliance in each
state through identifying and recommending remediation of violations during the UPR. The UPR of each
state is overseen by a working group (Troika) composed of representatives of three states and is conducted by
states, not by a treaty monitoring body. NGOs can file reports but cannot attend the actual UPR session at
which states pose questions about and make recommendations for remediation of persistent human rights
violations by the state under review. However, identification by states of specific rights abuses and the
remedies recommended are often based on NGO reports. During this reporting period, LRWC worked with
other NGOs to generate reports in relation to the UPRs of Viet Nam, Canada, and China.

i. VIET NAM

On 12 May 2017, LRWC, L4L and LSEW released a report on Viet Nam that identified Viet Nam’s
failure to comply with recommendations made during the 2014 UPR and cited examples of ongoing
grave abuses against HRDs. 2014 recommendations accepted by Viet Nam and not implemented
include: (1) granting detainees access to legal counsel; (2) upholding freedom of expression rights;
and (3) providing a favourable working environment for human rights defenders and lawyers. The
report cites examples of Viet Nam continuing to arbitrarily imprison HRDs for exercising
internationally protected rights to voice opinions, engage in human rights education and advocacy,
promote reform, and represent government critics and concludes that Viet Nam has failed to take
any significant steps to implement changes accepted during 2rd UPR.

On 30 July 2018, LRWC, L4L and Viet Tan filed Joint Submissions, Failure to Comply with
International Law Obligations, for consideration during the 3 UPR of Viet Nam, scheduled to take
place during January-February 2019. This Joint UPR report recommended: (1) the release and
revocation of sentences imposed on Nguy€n Vin Dai, ¢ Thu Ha, and other HRDs; (2) the repeal of
overly broad Penal Code provisions such as sections 109 and 117 (formerly Articles 79 and 88); and
(3) introduction measures to protect the safety of lawyers and HRDs..

On 22 December 2018, LRWC and L4L released a summary of the July 2018 report (The Advocacy
Charter,) for distribution among state representatives attending the 3+ UPR cycle for Viet Nam.

ii. =~ CANADA
On 10 October 2017, LRWC and Lawyers Without Borders Canada (LWBC) filed Joint Submissions
for consideration on the 31 UPR of Canada. The joint reports focused on the need for Canada to: (1)
adopt mechanisms to ensure monitoring of accountability for human rights violations committed by
Canadian corporations operating abroad; (2) ratity the American Convention on Human Rights (ACHR);
and (3) comply with the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) Calls to Action and fully
implement the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP).

The 31 UPR cycle of Canada took place on 11 May 2018 and the UPR Report (A/HRC/39/11) was
published 11 July 2018. Several states recommended that Canada introduce measures to ensure the
accountability of Canadian corporations for the human rights impacts of operations abroad—mainly
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1.

extractive industries—and access by victims to remedies in Canada. Failure to ratify the ACHR
restricts access for such victims to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights for remedies. Several
states recommended that Canada implement measures to account for and actively improve the
disadvantageous conditions of indigenous people. Prior to the 34 UPR, on 14 February 2018, Canada
announced that it “will develop—in full partnership with First Nations, Inuit, and Métis Peoples—a
Recognition and Implementation of Rights Framework.” Perhaps because of that, there were no
recommendations that Canada comply with the TRC recommendations or implement UNDRIP
beyond Denmark’s recommendation that Canada develop a national action plan on violence against
indigenous women and girls in accordance with UNDRIP.

CHINA

On 30 March 2018, LRWC and L4L filed a Joint Report for the 34 UPR of China. The report
focused on the urgent need for reform in China to provide: an independent judiciary; fair trials;
freedom from malicious prosecution, abolition of Residential Surveillance at a Designated Location
(RSDL); effective measures to prevent and punish the torture and other prohibited treatment of
lawyers and other HRDs; the release of unlawfully imprisoned lawyers; and measure to ensure the
independence and safety of lawyers.

L4L attended the 6 November 2018 UPR pre-session for China to lobby state representatives to pose
questions and make recommendations on the issues raised in the LRWC/L4L Joint Report. L4L
distributed a summary, Information Handout, of the joint concerns of LRWC and L4L.

The China UPR Report, 26 December 2018 (A/HRC/40/6), records recommendations that match
those of LRWC and L4L, including: to abolish RSDL and arbitrary detention; provide judicial
guarantees for human rights and fair trials; release lawyers and others imprisoned for their human
rights advocacy; guarantee protection for and independence of lawyers; provide unhindered access to
lawyers of choice; and allow the exercise of expression without reprisal. China has not yet responded
to these recommendations.

B. UN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE

The UN Human Rights Committee (HR Committee) is a body of 18 experts that monitors the compliance of
countries (State Parties) that have ratified the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)
every four years and makes recommendations for remedial actions necessary to cure non-compliance. NGOs
can file reports for consideration on the review. During this reporting period, LRWC filed reports to the HR
Committee on Viet Nam.

VIET NAM

LRWC and LA4L filed a joint report on 1 May 2018 for consideration by the HR Committee to
consider when preparing the List of Issues for Viet Nam’s responses preparatory to the Committee’s
review in March 2019. The joint report asked that Viet Nam address ICCPR requirements for: (1) an
independent, impartial and competent tribunal to determine rights and criminal charges; (2) the
independence and safety of lawyers; and (3) fair trials rights.

C. UN COMMITTEE AGAINST TORTURE (CAT)

CAT is a body of 10 independent experts that monitors implementation of the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (UNCAT) by its State Parties. NGOs and
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individuals may file reports for consideration during a State’s review regarding issues of concern. During this
reporting period, LRWC and the International Monitoring Group (ICLMG) filed one report with CAT.

On 17 October 2018, LRWC and ICLMG submitted a joint briefing, Canada’s failure to fully comply with the 2012
recommendations of the Committee Against Torture, to CAT outlining Canada’s failure to provide the full redress to
Omar Khadr required by UNCAT and as recommended by the 2012 CAT recommendations
(CAT/C/CAN/CO/6, 24 June 2014 at para. 16), following the 2012 joint report of LRWC and ICLMG. The
2018 joint briefing identifies Canada’s failure to: provide public disclosure of the facts; identify and hold
accountable those responsible; acknowledge the responsibility of state agents; and make an apology that
restores the dignity, reputation and rights of the victim. Although lack of funds prevented LRWC from
attending the pre-session meeting with CAT, an oral summary was presented by a representative of the World
Organization Against Torture—OMCT.

The CAT’s conclusions about Canada’s duty under UNCAT to provide full redress (CAT’s Concluding
Observations (A/C/CAN/CO/7, 21 December 2018), mirrored many of those cited by the joint report
(paras. 38, 39, 41 and 54) that Canada. CAT also cited (para. 39) “an official declaration or judicial decision”
to restore the dignity, reputation and rights of the victim, along with “judicial and administrative sanctions
against persons liable for the violations” as part of the UNCAT requirements in the Khadr case. CAT also
noted Canada’s failure to provide adequate information about compliance with the 2012 CAT
recommendations and requested an additional report from Canada by 7 December 2019.

D. UN WORKING GROUP ON ARBITRARY DETENTION (WGAD)

The WGAD is a group of five independent experts mandated to investigate and make recommendations for
remediation in cases of deprivation of liberty alleged to be in violation of international human rights law
(IHRL), which include the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), the ICCPR, and other relevant
instruments. Investigations can be initiated by complaint filed by individual(s) or group(s) or by the WGAD.
On occasion, the WGAD has initiated investigations on the basis of a letter from LRWC. During this
reporting period, LRWC in cooperation with other NGOs provided the WGAD with supplemental reports to
a complaint filed in 2016 regarding Viet Nam lawyer NguyBn Vin Dai and a complaint filed in 2015
regarding Saudi Arabian lawyer Waleed Abu al-Khair. WGAD released Opinions of both cases.

i. VIET NAM
LRWC, L4L, Media Legal Defence Initiative, PEN International, and Viet T4n filed a response on 18
April 2017 to submissions made by Viet Nam in response to the Joint Petition filed by the parties on
20 November 2016. The joint response stated that the Vietnamese law relied on did not provide a
legal justification for the detention.

The WGAD Opinion (A/HRC/WGAD/2017/26) teleased on 8 June 2017 concluded that the
detention of Neuyl@ln Vin Dai_is arbitrary under categories I, II, III and IV and the result of the
lawful exercise of rights to expression, assembly, and association. The WGAD recommended his
immediate release and compensation, and observed, “under certain circumstances, widespread or
systematic imprisonment or other severe deprivation of liberty in violation of the rules of
international law may constitute crimes against humanity.”

On 29 November 2017, LRWC and Media Legal Defence Initiative filed a further report with the
WGAD because NguylPln Vin Dai remained in detention and Viet Nam had added an accusation of
‘attempting overthrow of government’ to the original charge of ‘propaganda against the state’.
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Following a summary one-day trial of eight HRDs, in April 2018, NguyBln Vin DPai and his
colleague, human rights activist Lé Thu Ha, were pronounced guilty of ‘carrying out activities aimed
at overthrowing the people’s administration.” Nguy@n Vin Dai was sentenced to 15-years in prison
and 5 years probation. On 7 June 2018, NguyBln Vin Dai and Lé Thu Ha were released from prison
and exiled to Germany along with NguyBln Vin Dai’s wife. Other LRWC advocacy on behalf of
NguylBln Vin Dai can be found here. The UDHR prohibits exile as a form of deprivation of liberty.

ii.  SAUDI ARABIA

The WGAD released a groundbreaking Opinion (A/HRC/WGAD/2018/10) on 4 July 2018 in
response to complaint filed in April 2015 regarding the imprisonment of lawyer Waleed Abu al-Khair
by LRWC, L4L, the Law Society of Ontario, LSEW, FIDH & OMCT, Human Rights Watch, the
International Association of Democratic Lawyers, and the UIA. The WGAD recommended
immediate release and compensation after determining that Waleed Abu al-Khair’s arrest,
prosecution, conviction, and sentencing lacked any legal basis and were carried out and enforced in
violation of applicable international human rights laws. The WGAD also ruled that the Specialized
Criminal Court lacked the independence to try and determine the charges.

E. UN WORKING GROUP ON BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS

The Working Group on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other business
enterprises, also referred to as The Working Group on Business and Human Rights (WG/BHR), is a body of
five independent experts with a mandate to monitor, report on, and make recommendations to ensure the
prevention and remediation of human rights abuses by corporate actors.

The WG/BHR made its first official visit to Canada, from 23 May to 1 June 2017 to examine efforts to
prevent and address adverse human rights impacts of business operations. On 29 May 2017 presentations
were made to the WG/BHR by LRWC, the Union of BC Indian Chiefs, the Tslei-Waututh, Coldwater,
Gitwilgyoots and Tk’emlups te Secwepemc Nations, Amnesty International, the David Suzuki Foundation,
Northern Confluence, Mining Justice Alliance, the Canada-Philippine Solidarity for Human Rights,
CoDevelopment Canada and the United Steelworkers.

LRWC’s presentation focused on Canada’s failures to adequately protect human rights impacted by
commercial activities both within and outside Canada. Several presentations remarked on the extent to which
Canadian laws and legal systems continue to serve their original colonial purpose of enabling seizure of lands
for private profit, silencing opposition and preventing remediation. In the past, this was called “nation
building” whereas today it is justified as “growing the economy.” The Kinder Morgan Trans Mountain
Pipeline, Site C dam, and the Pacific North West LNG were BC mega-projects cited as approved without the
free, prior, and informed consent of affected First Nations as required by the UN Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples, without adequate public consulta