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Mr. President,  
 

Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada thanks the Special Rapporteur for his report
1
 and calls on 

Council to take action to stop the criminalization of legal practice and peaceful human rights 

work in Iran. 
 

LRWC’s written report to Council in 2014
2
 outlined Iran’s failure to fulfil its obligations under 

the ICCPR
3
 and the UN Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers.

4
 Iran continues to unlawfully 

intimidate and harass lawyers and human rights defenders. Iran has intensified its crackdown on 

lawyers and defenders since mid-2018,
5
 including the arbitrary arrest and ill-treatment of lawyers 

such as Amirsalar Davoudi, Arash Keykhosrqavi, Farokh Forouzan, Hoda Amid, Peyam 

Derafshan, Qasem Sholehsaadi, and Zeinab Taheri.
6
  

 

LRWC notes that of nine lawyers wrongfully prosecuted and arbitrarily detained between 2009 

and 2014, authorities continue to unlawfully interfere with human rights lawyer Nasrin 

Sotoudeh’s lawful representation of cases. Authorities arbitrarily arrested Ms. Sotoudeh on 13 

June 2018 in relation her defense of women protesting Iran’s forced veiling laws and her 

opposition to the death penalty. She was subjected to an unfair trial conducted in her lawyer’s 

absence on 30 December 2018. She remains arbitrarily detained in Evin Prison.
7
  

 

As noted by the Special Rapporteur,
8
 imprisonment of lawyers undermines the protection of all 

rights, including fair trial rights. LRWC supports his recommendations made at paragraph 70, 

particularly sub-paragraph (j). LRWC also urges Council to call on Iran to: 
 

1. Halt attacks on those advocating for human rights through their legal practice, peaceful 

work and writings; and  

2. Immediately and unconditionally exonerate and release Nasrin Sotoudeh and all other 

arbitrarily arrested and detained lawyers and defenders.  
 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
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