Saudi Arabia: Over 160 groups call for accountability following murder of journalist and
widespread arrest of women’s rights defenders

26-October-2018

Recognising the fundamental right to express our views, free from repression, over 160 civil
society organisations call on the international community, including the United Nations,
multilateral and regional institutions as well as democratic governments committed to the
freedom of expression, to take immediate steps to hold Saudi Arabia accountable for grave
human rights violations, and not allow impunity to prevail. This includes convening a Special
Session of the UN Human Rights Council (HRC) on the recent wave of arrests and attacks
against journalists, human rights defenders and other dissenting voices in Saudi Arabia.

Saudi journalist Jamal Ahmad Khashoggi’s murder in the Saudi Consulate in Istanbul on 02
October is only one of many gross and systematic violations committed by the Saudi authorities
inside and outside the country. As the International Day to End Impunity for Crimes against
Journalists approaches on 2 November, we strongly echo calls for an independent investigation
into Khashoggi’s murder, in order to hold those responsible to account.

This case, coupled with the rampant arrests of human rights defenders, including journalists,
scholars and women’s rights activists; the potential imposition of the death penalty on
demonstrators; and the findings of the UN Group of Eminent Experts report which concluded
that the Coalition, led by Saudi Arabia, have committed acts that may amount to international
crimes in Yemen, all demonstrate Saudi Arabia’s record of gross and systematic human rights
violations. Therefore, the 160 organisations further urge the UN General Assembly to suspend
Saudi Arabia from the UN HRC, in accordance with operative paragraph 8 of the General
Assembly resolution 60/251.



https://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/A.RES.60.251_En.pdf

Saudi Arabia has never had a reputation for tolerance and respect for human rights, but there
were hopes that as Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Salman rolled out his economic plan (Vision
2030), and finally allowed women to drive, there would be a loosening of restrictions on
women’s rights, and freedom of expression and assembly. However, prior to the driving ban
being lifted in June, women human rights defenders received phone calls warning them to
remain silent. The Saudi authorities then arrested dozens of women’s rights defenders (both
female and male) who had been campaigning against the driving ban. The Saudi authorities’
crackdown against all forms of dissent has continued to this day.

The joint statement with recommendations to the international community and the Saudi
authorities is available in English, Arabic, French, and Spanish.

Read the full statement in English at https://www.gc4hr.org/news/view/1971

Full Arabic is online at https://www.gc4hr.ora/news/view/1973



https://www.gc4hr.org/news/view/1971
https://www.gc4hr.org/news/view/1973
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