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September 11, 2018
Mr. Abdulhamit Gl
Minister of Justice
06659 Kizilay
Ankara, Turkey
Tel: +90 (0312) 417 77 70
Fax: +90 (0312) 419 33 70
Email: info@adelet.gov.tr

President of Turkey

Recep Tayyip Erdogan
Cumhurbaskanligi

06100 Ankara, Turkey

Fax: +90 312 468 5026

Email: cumhurbaskanligi@tccb.gov.tr

Re: Release 21 arbitrarily imprisoned members of the Istanbul Bar Association
Dear President Erdogan and Minister of Justice Gull,

We are writing on behalf of Lawyers Rights Watch Canada (LRWC), a committee of
Canadian lawyers who promote human rights and the rule of law internationally. LRWC
also provides support to lawyers and other human rights defenders in danger because of
their advocacy.

We have written to you in the past with respect to various Turkish lawyers who have
either been detained, arrested, charged, and/or imprisoned in violation of international
human rights law. Some of the lawyers with respect to whom we have written to you
include Ramazan Demir, Erin Keskin, Mustafa Aydin, and others.

Many of these lawyers were found guilty of “membership in an armed terrorist
organization” or “propaganda of terrorism”, charges which are ill-defined and for which
the evidence against these lawyers is insufficient to justify conviction of any criminal
offence. It appears that in some cases, the only evidence on which the conviction was
based was that the lawyer was simply been performing his or her job by defending a
politically sensitive defendant, or was found guilty “by association” because friends,
colleagues or relatives had been under suspicion by the Turkish authorities.
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Background

These convictions and sentences are part of an on-going campaign of widespread and
systematic persecution of lawyers in Turkey. The goal of such persecution appears to
prevent voices of dissent and opposition from being heard and critics from having legal
representation. As of 20 August 2018, we understand that Turkey has prosecuted 1,544
lawyers on overly broad charges based on questionable accusations that preclude the right
to a defence; 582 lawyers remain under arrest; and 162 lawyers have been sentenced to
jail terms ranging from three to 12 years.* Such charges include: spreading propaganda
for an armed terrorist organisation (Law on Fight against Terrorism, Article 7(2));
denigrating the Republic of Turkey, institutions and organs of the State (Criminal Code
(CC), Article 301); insulting the President (CC, Article 299); membership in an armed
terrorist organization (CC Article 314(2)); membership in an armed organization with the
purpose of committing the offences listed parts four and five of this chapter (CC,
Avrticle314 (2)).

21 of the lawyers wrongly convicted and arbitrarily imprisoned, whose names and
sentences are listed below, are members of the Istanbul Bar Association.

1. Eren Keskin: 7% years - spreading propaganda for an armed terrorist
organization;.

2. Ayse Batumlu: 5 months, spreading propaganda for an armed terrorist
organization;

3. Akin Atalay: 7v2 years, spreading propaganda for an armed terrorist organization;

Mustafa Kemal Glingor: 4 years, spreading propaganda for an armed terrorist

organization;

Bulent Utku: 2 years, spreading propaganda for an armed terrorist organization;

Suphi Bat: 8 years & 9 months, membership in an armed terrorist organization;

Burak Keskin: 7Y% years membership in an armed terrorist organization.

Burak Karaduman: 7 years, membership in an armed terrorist organization;

Ozge Elif Hendekgei: 7 years & 11 months, membership in an armed terrorist

organization;

10. Yilmaz Cigek: 7Y years, membership to an armed terrorist organization;

11. Mustafa Caglar Akgun: 6% years, membership in an armed terrorist organization.

12. Ali Riza Mete: 6% years, membership in an armed terrorist organization.

13. Selim Ozkan: 6% years, membership in an armed terrorist organization.

14. Coskun Tagkin: 6Y4 years, membership in an armed terrorist organization.

15. Salih Boyali: 6%4 years, membership in an armed terrorist organization.

16. Turan Oztiirk: 6% years, membership in an armed terrorist organization.

17. Yakup Baser: 6% years, membership in an armed terrorist organization.

18. Kamil Ata: 6% years, membership in an armed terrorist organization.
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! Arrested Lawyers’ Initiative, “21 Lawyers were sentenced in Istanbul”20 August 2018,
https://arrestedlawyers.org/2018/08/20/21-lawyers-were-sentenced-in-istanbul/.
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19. Fidel Okan: 1% years, insulting a public officer.

20. Ramazan Demir: 11 months, spreading propaganda for an armed terrorist
organization;

21. Dogan Akkurt: 5 years & 10 months, membership in an armed terrorist
organization.

LRWC strongly urges you to:
a. Immediately release all of the 21 lawyers named,
b. Ensure that the sentences imposed are vacated;
c. Cease the widespread systematic campaign to target lawyers in Turkey with
wrongful prosecutions and arbitrary imprisonment.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this important matter.

All of which is respectfully submitted:

Brian M. Samuels, Barrister and Solicitor Gail Davidson, LRWC Executive Director
(British Columbia, Canada)

Copied to:

His Excellency Mr. Ali Naci Koru
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative

Chemin du Petit-Saconnex 28B

1211 Geneva 19

Tel: +41 22 918 50 80

Email: turkey.unog@mfa.gov.tr

Selcuk Unal

Ambassador of Turkey to Canada
197 Wurtemburg Street

Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8L9

Canada

Tel: +1 (613) 244 24 70

Email: embassy.ottawa@mfa.gov.tr
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Chris Cooter

Ambassador of Canada to Turkey, Georgia, Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan
Consulate General of Canada

209 Buyukdere Caddesi

Tekfen Tower

Levent 4, Istanbul

34394 Turkey

Tel: 90-212-385-9700

Email: ISTBL-CS@international.gc.ca

Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association
Ms. Annalisa Ciampi
freeassembly@ohchr.org

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders
Mr. Michel Forst
defenders@ohchr.org

Special Rapporteur on the independence of the judges and lawyers
Mr. Diego Garcia-Sayan
SRindependencelL @ohchr.org

Working Group on Arbitrary Detention
wgad@ohchr.org
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