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Oral Statement to the 35th Session of the UN Human Rights Council from 

Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada (LRWC), NGO in special consultative status  
 

Mr. President: 
 

Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada appreciates the report of the Special Rapporteur on 

Trafficking.
1
 Issues of grave concern include lack of access to effective remedies for 

victims of forced labour and victims of kidnapping for ransom.  
 

Migrant workers continue to be subjected to forced labour in Thailand, remedies are 

blocked by criminal prosecutions against those reporting abuses, perpetrators are 

immune, and abuses continue.
2
 Last November, the Special Rapporteur and five other 

mandate holders sent a communication to Thailand
3
 reporting that Myanmar migrants 

were forced to work 22-hour days in slave-like conditions. After complaining to 

Thailand’s National Human Rights Commission, workers now face retaliatory 

prosecutions filed by their employer, including charges under Thailand’s overbroad 

criminal defamation laws.
4
 We suggest follow-up by the Special Rapporteur to address 
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misuses of criminal defamation laws to punish and deny remedies to victims and their 

advocates.  
 

Victims of kidnapping for ransom – monetary or non-monetary – also lack access to 

remedies even when their lives are at stake. Examples are Joshua Boyle, a Canadian 

kidnapped in 2012 in Afghanistan by Taliban insurgents and now held in the region with 

his wife, Caitlan Coleman, a US citizen, and their two children born in captivity. The US
5
 

and Canada
6
 do not appear to recognize kidnapping for ransom as ―trafficking‖ within the 

meaning of the Trafficking Protocol  Article 3, which does not list hostage-taking for 

ransom among its non-exhaustive examples.7 Given that hostage-taking is an extreme 

form of commodification of human beings,
8
 we urge the Special Rapporteur to examine 

such cases with other relevant mandate holders, and develop an interpretation of Article 3 

that includes hostages as victims of trafficking. This would allow families of hostages 

access to remedies – such as vigorous consular protection – on an equal footing with 

persons whose predicaments fit the specific examples listed in Article 3.  
 

Thank you. 
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