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Abuse of laws and military courts to silence civil society  
 

Mr. President, 
 

Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada and the Asian Legal Resource Centre appreciate the High 

Commissioner’s emphasis in several reports that States must ensure “a protective and enabling 

environment in law and practice for civil society” and put “an end to impunity for violations against 

defenders.”
1
 Judicial harassment is a dominant method for silencing human rights defenders and civil 

society actors in numerous States, including retaliation against lawyers and other defenders in 

Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, Malaysia, Myanmar, Saudi Arabia,Viet Nam and many others.
2
  

 

In Thailand, authorities have participated in abuse of criminal defamation laws to prosecute defenders 

who report on rights violations by Thailand’s military authorities
3
 or businesses.
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Since Thailand’s May 2014 coup d’etat, the unelected military government has brought military court 

proceedings against at least 700
5
 civilians, including rights defenders and democracy activists,

 
to 

silence their legitimate exercise of freedoms of expression, association and peaceful assembly.
6  

Military Courts lack independence and impartiality and other fair trial standards.
 7

 Despite Thai 

authorities’ statements to the contrary,
8 

Thailand’s military courts do not guarantee the same rights as 

those applied by civilian courts.
9
  

 

Since May 2014, military rulers have arbitrarily detained at least 900 people in incommunicado 

detention for hours or days of so-called “attitude adjustment,” without charges and without access to 

family, lawyers or courts. There have been some allegations of torture or ill-treatment.
10

  
 

We ask Council to urge all States to end all reprisals against defenders and civil society, and to urge 

Thailand to cease using military tribunals to prosecute civilians, to adhere to the Convention against 

Torture, and to restore democratic rule through free and fair elections. We are also interested in any 

OHCHR plans for technical assistance and capacity building on these issues. 
  
Thank you Mr. President. 
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