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28 April 2015 

 
Syria: Human rights organizations mark birthday of Razan 

Zaitouneh with renewed call for release of ‘Duma Four’ 
 
 

 
 
(Geneva, 28 April 2015) - To mark the 38th birthday (on April 29) of missing human 
rights defender and lawyer Razan Zaitouneh, head of the Violations Documentation 
Centre in Syria (VDC), winner of the 2011 Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought 
and the 2011 Anna Politkovskaya Award of RAW in WAR (Reach All Women In 
War), the undersigned human rights organizations today reiterate their call for her 
immediate release, as well as that of her missing colleagues Samira Khalil, Nazem 
Hamadi and Wa’el Hamada. 
 
On December 9, 2013, the four human rights defenders, collectively known as the 
“Duma Four”, were abducted during a raid by a group of armed men on the offices of 
the VDC in Duma, near Damascus. There has been no news of their whereabouts or 
health since. 
 
The VDC is active in monitoring and reporting on human rights violations in Syria 
and the undersigned organizations believe that the abduction of the four activists was 
a direct result of their peaceful human rights work. Their ongoing detention forms 
part of a wider pattern of threats and harassment by both government forces and non-
state actors seeking to prevent human rights defenders exposing abuses. 
 
In the months prior to her abduction Razan Zaitouneh wrote about threats she had 
been receiving and informed human rights activists outside Syria that they originated 
from local armed groups in Duma. The most powerful armed group operating in 
Duma at the time of the abductions is the Army of Islam headed by Zahran Alloush. 
In April 2014, Razan Zaitouneh’s family issued a statement saying they held Zahran 
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Alloush responsible for her and her colleagues’ wellbeing given the large presence his 
group maintained in the area.  
 
 
The undersigned organizations, as well as other activists, have been calling for the 
release of the “Duma Four” since their abductions. Today they again urge the Army 
of Islam and other armed groups operating in the area to take immediate steps to 
release the abducted VDC staff, or investigate their abduction and work for their 
release. They further urge governments that support these groups, as well as religious 
leaders and others who may have influence over them, to press for such action, in 
accordance with United Nations Security Council Resolution 2139, which “strongly 
condemns” the abduction of civilians and demands and immediate end to this 
practice. 

Razan Zaitouneh has been one of the key lawyers defending political prisoners in 
Syria since 2001. She has played a key role in efforts to defend the universality of 
human rights and support independent groups and activists in Syria. Along with a 
number of other activists, she established the VDC and co-founded the Local 
Coordination Committees (LCCs), which co-ordinate the work of local committees in 
various cities and towns across Syria. She also established the Local Development 
and Small Projects Support Office, which assists non-governmental organizations in 
besieged Eastern Ghouta.  

Samira Khalil has been a long-time political activist in Syria and had been detained 
on several occasions by the Syrian authorities as a result of her peaceful activism. 
Before her abduction, she was working to help women in Duma support themselves 
by initiating small income-generating projects. Wa’el Hamada, an active member of 
the VDC and co-founder of the LCC network had also been detained by the Syrian 
authorities. Before his abduction he was working, together with Nazim Hamadi, to 
provide humanitarian assistance to the residents of besieged Eastern Ghouta. 

 
Signatories: 
 

1- Alkarama Foundation (in Geneva) 

2- Amman Center for Human Rights Studies 

3- Amnesty International 

4- Arab Foundation for Development and Citizenship  

5- Arab Network for Human Rights Information (ANHRI) 

6- Arab Organization for Human Rights in Syria 

7- Badael Foundation 

8- Bahrain Centre for Human Right 

9- Defending  Prisoners of Conscience in Syria Organization 

10- Cairo Center for Development (CCD) 

11- Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies (CIHR) 
12- Canadian Journalists for Free Expression (CJFE) 

13- Centre for Democracy and Civil Rights in Syria 
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14- Committees for the Defending  Democratic Freedoms and Human Rights in 

Syria 

15- El-Nadeem Center for Rehabilitation of Victims of Violence 

16- Enmaa Center for Democracy and Human Rights 

17- Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network (EMHRN) 

18- Fraternity Center for Democracy and Civil Society 

19- Front Line Defenders (FLDs) 

20- Freedom House 

21- Gulf Center for Human Rights (GCHR) 

22- Human Rights First Society , Saudi Arabia 

23- Human Rights Organization in Syria - MAF 

24- Human Rights Watch (HRW) 

25- Humanist Institute for Co-operation with Developing Countries (HIVOS) 

26- Hand in Hand Organization , Syria  

27- Monitor for Human Rights in Saudi Arabia 

28- Index on Censorship 

29- International Media Support (IMS) 

30- International Centre for Supporting Rights and Freedoms 

31- International Civil Society Action Network (ICAN) 

32- International Service For Human Rights (ISHR) 

33- Institute for War and Peace Reporting (IWPR) 

34- International  Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) under the Observatory for 

the Protection of Human Rights Defenders 

35- Iraqi Women Network  

36- Iraqi Journalists Rights Defense  Association(IJRDA) 

37- Iraqi Network  for Social Media (INSM) 

38- Kurdish Committee for Human Rights in Syria (observer) 

39- Kurdish Organization for Human Rights in Syria (DAD) 

40- Kvinna till Kvinna Foundation 

41- Lawyers for Lawyers  

42- Lawyers Rights Watch Canada 

43- Lulua Center for Human Rights  

44- Madad NGOs 

45- Maharat Foundation  

46- MENA Media Monitoring group 

47- Metro Centre to Defend Journalists in Iraqi Kurdistan 

48- National Organization for Human Rights in Syria 

49- Nazra for Feminist Studies  

50- No Peace Without Justice (NPWJ) 

51- One World Foundation (OWF) 

52- Omani Observatory for Human Rights 

53-  World Organization Against Torture (OMCT) under the Observatory for the 

Protection of Human Rights Defenders 

54- Pax for Peace – Netherland  
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55- Pen International  

56- Reach All Women in War (RAW) 

57- Reporters Without Borders (RSF) 

58- Sawt Al Niswa 

59- Sentiel Human Rights Defenders 

60- Sisters Arab Forum for Human Rights (SAF) 

61- Syrian American Council (SAC) 

62- Syrian Center for Media and Freedom of Expression  (SCM) 

63- Syrian Center for Legal Researches & Studies 

64- Syrian Journalists Association 

65- Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR) 

66- Syrian League for Citizenship  

67- The Regional Coalition for Women Human Rights Defenders In Middle East 

and North Africa 

68- Tunisian Initiative for Freedom of Expression 

69- Violations Documentation Center in Syria (VDC) 

70- Vivarta 

71-  Yemeni Organization for Defending  Human Rights and Democratic  

Freedom 
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 2015 ا-,+*/)'&%ن 28
 اK)&%ن 3IJق ?EFG%ت C;>3 ز+A(3B رزان ?'<د >'; ذآ,ى 67: 34ر+%

LM3دة إPMا A+3رQMا ,'Rو ATو,UEMا A<3EVEM %?دو AP-أر  
  

 رزان H%IJK 0ً*+1LاE%F GBد DB%= 38 اABآ+ى <=اً :09دف )2015 2%01ن/أ,+*( 28 - '&%$(
(3B+زA، Nوه HDQا=GBا RS قUVW 012نXا H%F0YGBوا ،HZ[0&Bا \%]آ_ ور+F `%aUJBا اb0آ0تdJ2 

NQ 0*رUe _]0IB0[_ة ةواg, 0روفh0e H*+YB +iIBا B0مD 2011 02 و'0[_ةk 0*0i1%QUiJ%BU, 2011 
RF HGl&F ور ان رو) UmUBلا )iB 01ء&Bا NQ ب+YBا(، qAd,و Hre0&GBن اsQ 0تGl&F قUVW 
X012نا HDLUGBا q02أد US=: 0d:دUDB H*رUIBوآ( ا RF 0d]EFة ز,'E4 *'XY، Z[%( دي%EJ 0d'وزو 

 .EJ%دة وا[*
 

NQ 9 +rG1*ن/دU20ول آw2013 ا، x: 0فZJhا R%DQا=GBا HD,رwا RS قUVW 012نXا R%Qو+DGBوا 
 :F `%aU+آ_ F 0dJ&[ HS0G' HY{1F |{S }:0iF=اهHG أa&0ء وذyB أر,0F HDدو ,HSUGgG xe0آ
 أو و'Uده0iF ،xن RS أ0r2ء أي ه&0ك xB :Ri. دL `~F+ب دوUe H&*=G, ،0Fر*0dJ2 NQ 0آ0تbا

xdJB0W H%Y9Bا A&F yBذ �LUBا. 
 

 ناUVW 012Xق ا0dJ2آ0ت E RSغواX, اUe NQ =m+Bر*0dJ2 NQ 0آ0تbا :F `%aU+آ_ *&~�
 Hg%J2 آ0ن اwر,0Z~&B HDءا ا0ZJhف أن أدq02 اHDLUGB ا012bن UVWق 0Gl&Fت VJD=و: ,U1ر*0،
� RF �ٍG2 '_ء هU اxdB0VJS اGJe+ار وأن. ا012Xن UVWق 0gFل QN ا0rF {GDBxd NG{1B]+ةeأو 

RF =*=dJBا )%i&JBوا RF )rL )آ RF اتUVBا H%FUiYBو<%+ ا H%FUiYBا yBوذ RF )'أ �&F NDQا=F 
 .ا0dJ2bآ0ت RS اRF $~iB ا012bن UVWق

 

)rL0ف وZJhز* رزان اH2UJ ة=D, +d[أ �rJل آUW ات=*=dJBا NJB0ه0 آ�20 اV{J: �{,0ء �وأZ~2 
 أULى أن. دوNQ 0F اH%{YGB اHY{1GB ا0S0GgBت RF هs~&F Uه0 أن Ue RFر*0h 0رج ا012Xن UVWق
HS0G' HY{1F �20آ )GD: NQ 0Fدو �L0ف وZJhbا Nم �'% هEeXا He0]+, ش زه+انU{S .

NQ )*+,رت ،2014 2%01ن/ أ=m0 أd:+e0ً,%20 أ )GY: �%Q شU{S H%B�1وF 0dJFEe HFEeو 
� اl2 HZ{1{B NJB+ا ،زEFؤه0JGJ: 0d, �JS0G' NQ HVZ&GBا. 

 
 
" أر,HD دوQX0, RS" 0F+اج b 2}B0Zز0Z~2 ،R*+hk 0&Bء E�Q RS أدq02، اHDLUGB ا0Gl&GBت نا

A&F اQ0ZJhxd .موU%Bا �Y2 ة+F ى+hم %�' أEeXو<%+ه0 ا RF 0تS0GgBا HY{1GBا NJBا )GD: 
NQ HVZ&GB0ذ اK:b اتUZh H*رUQ قE�X اح+e R%I�UGBا R%IZJKGBا RF _آ+F `%aU: 

 ذES |{S yBوةً اe .xd2+اxdW إ�Eق أ'( RF واxd )GDBاNQ Q0ZJh اVYJB%` أو ،ا0dJ2bآ0ت
 *Uiن RGF =L و<%+هx اR%%&*=B ا0GS_Bء وآyBA ا0S0GgBت، هxS=: qA اNJB ا0FUiYBت U�Yن*

xd*=B +%as: ،0d%{S ���{B RF )'أ qAات هUZKB0 ،اVQار و+VB \{gF RFwا NBو=Bا xL2139 ر، 
� B0Z{و* اZh R%%2=GB$" ,~=ة *=*R "واABي�U, =W ريUQ qAdB He0رGGBا. 

 
 =D: رزان H2UJ*ز =Wأ R%F0YGBا R%%e0ewا =GBاR%DQا RS R%{VJDGBا R%%e0%1Bا NQ 0*رUe A&F 0مS 

2001 .=VB �G0هe رزان )i~, +%rآ NQ xSد دUdgBا H%Fا+B0ع اQ={B RS قUVW 012نXا �%Gg{B 
H*0GWو S0GgB0تا H{VJ1GB0ء اZ~&Bوا R%*رU1Bا .B=V �1eأ �F د=S RF 0ءZ~&Bا R*+hآ_ ا�+F 
`%aU: 0آ0تdJ2bا NQ 0*رUe �20ة وآ=Wوا RF �FN1e 0نgB `%1&JBا H%{YGBا NJBا xl&: )GS 
 ودxS اH%{YGB اJiF H%G&JB{ أ�1e آ0G. اU1Bر*H واrB}=ات اGB=ن NQ ${JKF اH%{YGB ا0g{Bن
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� اH%L+~B اNQ }{L H�U�B اH%FUiYB <%+ ا0Gl&GBت S01F=ة 0e NQهx اABي ا�9B%+ة اGB~0ر*
. اm0YGB+ة  

 
=VB �20ة آ+%Ge )%{KBا HZ[02 H%e0%e ة+JIB H{*U� NQ 0*رUe �{VJSوا NQ ة=S 0تre0&F 

0d:0�0~&B .�20آ )rL 0dQ0ZJhم اUV: ة=S01G, 0ت 012ء%{YF RF H&*=F 0Fدو NQ HB0Sإ Rd1I2أ RS 
 U�S �~2 NQ وه0GW Uدة، وا[(. *UL RdFUت :S01: NQ R%Fs=ه�m R%+ة ,G~0ر*� اVB%0م �+*`
 :x واABي اH%{YGB ا0gB `%1&JBن NQ اGB~0رك واUe \e�GBر*NQ 0 ا0dJ2bآ0ت :F `%aU+آ_

�B0VJS0ً اV,0e .آ0ن )GD* )rL ،�Q0ZJh0اr&' |Bإ }&' �F x�02 ،0ديGW x*=VJB ات=S01GBا H%2012Xا 
 .اH%L+~B اH�U�B ا0i1{B R*+m0YGBن

 
:اAP^3EM اEFGEM%ت  

1. $B0YJBا NG%{LXا R%DQا=G{B RS قUVW أة+GB012ن اXا NQ ق+~Bا �eوw0ل اG[0 و%V*+Qأ 
2. BاHF=K H%Bو=Bق اUVYB 012نXا 
3. H%DGgBا H%Lا+DB0ع اQ={B RS قUVW R%%IY9Bا 
4. H%Bرا=IBا H%Bو=Bق اUVYB 012نXا �Y: H{lF =m+F H*0GW NDQا=F قUVW 012نXا 
5. Hir~Bا H%,وروwا H%ZeUJGBق اUVYB 012نXا 
6. Hir~Bا H%Bو=B0ت ا%DGg{B H%{هwا 
7. Hir~Bا H*رU1Bق اUVYB 012نXا 
8. Hir~Bا %Lا+DBاH مES�B NDGJgGBا 
9. Hir~Bا H%,+DB0ت اFU{DGB قUVW 012نbا 

10. H&g{Bا H*د+iBق اUVYB 012نXا NQ 0*رUe) =mا+Bا( 
11. H1e�GBا H%,+DBا H&ا�UG{B H%G&:و 
 اH*+YB +%rDJB اH%12UJB ا0rGBدرة .12
13. \{gGBري اU1Bا Ni*+Fbا 
 اESbم xS=B اB=وNB اGB+آ_ .14
 واYB+*0ت اUVYBق xS=B اB=وNB اGB+آ_ .15
16. +GBري آ_اU1Bا H*+YB مESbا +%rDJBوا 
 اH%2U20VB وا0Y,bث B}=را0eت اU1Bري اGB+آ_ .17
18. =m+GBا N20GDBق اUVYB 012نXا 
19. HGl&GBا H%,+DBق اUVYB 012نXا NQ H*رUe 
20. HGl&GBا H%Bو=Bا =� $&DBا �Y: H{lF =m+F H*0GW NDQا=F قUVW 012نXا 
21. HGl&GBا H*د+iBق اUVYB 012نXا NQ H*رUe 
22. HGl&GBا اH%&�UB قUVYB 012نXا NQ H*رUe 
23. HGl&GBا �%&G%B0ع اQ={B RS قUVW 012نb0ت ا*+YBوا H%ا�+VG*=Bا 
24. HZ,ا+Bا H*رU1Bا H&ا�UG{B 
 هBU&=ا – اE1Bم أ'( RF ,0آ\ .25
26. �%, H*+YBا 
27. )mاU: �F )01ء آ&Bا NQ ب+YBا 
28. H%DG' قUVW 012نXا bًاو NQ H*دUD1Bا 
29. HZ,را R%%IY9Bا R%*رU1Bا 
30. Hir[ 01ء&B0تا ا%Lا+DB 
 اH*+W +%rDJB أ'( RF آ&=*Uن U%IYmن .31
 Umت اU1&Bة .32
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 رزد*Q R*b =&%I+و�2 .33
34. `*+Q =m0[( رeم وESXا NQ 0لG[ 0%V*+Qق ا+~Bوا �eوwا 
 0I%Qر:0 .35
36. 0&%I0 :%( آ&%Iآ 
37. b مEe RF دون HBا=S 
 Ueر*NQ H ا012Xن وUVWق اVG*=B+ا�%H اYB+*0ت RS ا0Q=Bع 0gBن .38
39. +[�F |{S H,0L+Bا 
40. H1e�F R, H%Bو=Bا 
41. H1e�F )*=, 
42. H1e�F 0راتdF 
43. H1e�F )آ xB0DBا 
 F=د 01e�Fت .44
45. H1e�F HFا+iBا )NQ $%&'( 
 اR%F0YGB أ'( UF0YF RFن .46
47. NDQا=F )%J&%e RS قUVW 012نXا 
 W=ود ,F E+اU{eن .48
 ا012Xن UVYBق اF R*+YrB+آ_ .49
� VG*={B+ا�%H اF Nh�JB+آ_ .50GJgGBوا N2=GBا) N:ا+%,( 
 Ueر*NQ H 01نا2X وUVWق اVG*=B+ا�%F H+آ_ .51
 ا012Xن UVWق =را0eتB ا0VBه+ة F+آ_ .52
 ا012Xن UVWق B=را0eت 0GSن F+آ_ .53
 اDB+اق آ+د0Jeن NQ ا0Q={B RS R%%IY9Bع J+وF F+آ_ .54
 ا0Y�B $&DB*0 اN1I&B واsJBه%( ED{Bج اF x*=&B+آ_ .55
56. =m+F قUVW 012نXا NQ H*دUD1Bا 
 ا012Xن UVYBق اF �%{KB+آ_ .57
 واE1Bم اYB+ب :F `%aU+آ_ .58
59. +F_آ `%aU: 0آ0تdJ2bا NQ H*رUe 
 ا012Xن وUVWق اVG*=B+ا�%H ا0G2ء F+آ_ .60
 H%G&J{B ا0VBه+ة F+آ_ .61
 ا012Xن UVYBق ا�B�{Bة F+آ_ .62
 ا012bن UVYBق اN,+DB اJ&F `]0V~B=ى .63
64. HGl&F 0عQ=Bا RS N{VJDF أي+Bا NQ H*رUe-Hi2روا 
65. HGl&F UIDBا H%Bو=Bا 
66. HGl&F قUVW 012نXا NQ H*رUe – 0فF 
67. HGl&F ر*0تUe =* =%,) H*رUe( 
 اB H*U1&B}=را0eت l2+ة .68
 وا:� را*J\ ه%0FUن .69
� 0DJ{Bون اN2012X اdDGB= - ه%UIس .70F ان={rBا H%F0&Bا 

 


