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Foreword
By Lucy Scott-Moncrieff
President of the Law Society of England & Wales

_)9#"',%32-('#,4'$4"-,#&'-+'-24'Q+,J'-2#-'Q4':+<''0248'&%4'#-'-24'24#,-'+.'454,8'&#Q84,K('+;&%3#-%+"'-+'-24'
*);&%$'-248'(4,54S';4%"3'-24'$+,"4,(-+"4'+.'.#%,"4(('#":'.,44:+9S'+.'D)(-%$4'#":'4U)#&%-8<''T"'.#$-S'-24'!,(-'&%"4'
%"'-24'1+&%$%-+,(K'_#":;++J'.+,']"3&#":'#":'`#&4(',4#:(/'ab+)'9)(-')*2+&:'-24',)&4'+.'&#Q'#":'-24'*,+*4,'
administration of justice”.  

Z*2+&:%"3'-24',)&4'+.'&#Q'#":'-24'*,+*4,'#:9%"%(-,#-%+"'+.'D)(-%$4'#,4'$,)$%#&'94#"(';8'Q2%$2'.)":#94"-#&'
2)9#"',%32-('#,4'*,+-4$-4:'c',%32-('Q2%$2'*,+5%:4' -24' .,#94Q+,J' .+,':49+$,#-%$' (+$%4-%4(S'4"(2,%"%"3' -24'
.)":#94"-#&'4"-%-&494"-('Q2%$2'$%-%d4"('$#"'4G*4$-' .,+9'4#$2'+-24,'#":'.,+9'-24'1-#-4<' '\4(*4$-' .+,'#":'
$+"!:4"$4'%"'()$2',%32-('#,4'4((4"-%#&S'%.'#'(+$%4-8'%('-+';4'.+)":4:'+"'4U)#&'+**+,-)"%-8'#":'*,+5%:4'4..4$-%54'
protection for its citizens against coercion, exploitation and persecution.

e)-'Q2#-'2#**4"('Q24"'-24'1-#-4S'.,+9'Q2+9'&#Q84,('(+94-%94('2#54'-+'*,+-4$-'$%-%d4"(S'.#%&('-+'*,+-4$-'-24'
lawyers?  Or is complicit in their persecution?

Colombia remains one of the most dangerous places in the world to be a lawyer.  The report of the third 
:4&43#-%+"'-+'A+&+9;%#'9#J4('(+9;,4',4#:%"3'.+,'#"8'+.')('%"5+&54:'+,'%"-4,4(-4:'%"',%32-(S'D)(-%$4'#":'&#Q<

T"',4$4"-'84#,('Q4'2#54'(44"'9+,4';)(%"4((S'%"$&):%"3'&#Q'!,9('.,+9'-24'ZfS'4"-4,'-24'A+&+9;%#"'9#,J4-S'
4"$+),#34:';8'-24'+**+,-)"%-%4('#5#%&#;&4'%"'-2%('5%;,#"-'$+)"-,8<''02%('(2+Q('-2#-'A+&+9;%#'%('494,3%"3'.,+9'
:4$#:4('+.'*+&%-%$#&'-),9+%&'#":'5%+&4"$4<''02%('4"-,8'%"-+'-24'9#,J4-'%('#"'4"$+),#3%"3'(%3"'+.'-24':%,4$-%+"'
A+&+9;%#'%('24#:%"3'%"';4$#)(4'%"-4,"#-%+"#&'!,9('#":'-24%,'$&%4"-('Q#"-'-+'J"+Q'-2#-'-24',)&4'+.'&#Q'#**&%4('
in any country in which they do business.

But this third report of the international lawyers’ delegation to Colombia makes it explicitly clear there is still 
much to be done.

_#,#((94"-S'-2,4#-(S'#--#$J('#":'454"'#((#((%"#-%+"('+.'&#Q84,('(-%&&'2#**4"<''024',4*+,-'%"-4,5%4Q('#',#"34'+.'
*4+*&4'%"5+&54:'%"'-24'D)(-%$4'#":'&43#&'(8(-49('#":'-24'$+"$&)(%+"('#,4':4*,4((%"3&8'$&4#, /'-24,4'%('#"'4G%(-%"3'
culture of impunity in Colombia and the perpetrators of crimes against lawyers are not routinely or carefully 
%"54(-%3#-4:S'+,'*,+(4$)-4:<

History and experience tells us that the best partnerships are created by bringing people together, to help 
.+(-4,')":4,(-#":%"3'#":';)%&:'-,)(-';4-Q44"'*4+*&4'.,+9':%..4,4"-'*#,-('+.'-24'Q+,&:'-+'#$2%454'#'$+99+"'
#9;%-%+"<''T'Q#"-'-+'$+"3,#-)&#-4'-24'%"-4,"#-%+"#&'A#,#5#"#'+"'-24%,'-2%,:'5%(%-'-+'A+&+9;%#'.+,':+%"3'-2#-S'Q%-2'
-24%,'%"-4,"#-%+"#&'$+&&4#3)4('#":'Q%-2'-24'A+&+9;%#"'&#Q84,(S'+.!$%#&('#":'*+&%-%$%#"('-248'94-<''T'Q+)&:'#&(+'
&%J4'-+'-2#"J'-24'&#Q'!,9('Q2+'*,+5%:4:'-24'!"#"$%#&'()**+,-'#":'+-24,'#((%(-#"$4'-+'4"(),4'-2%('5%(%-'Q4"-'#24#:<

It is essential that our Colombian colleagues, partners and friends know they are not alone during their times 
+.'-,+);&4'#":'-2#-'-24'3+54,"94"-'+.'A+&+9;%#'J"+Q('-2#-'-24'Q+,&:'%('Q#-$2%"3'%-<

024';+:8'+.' %":4*4":4"-'#":' %9*#,-%#&'45%:4"$4'3#-24,4:';8'-24'A#,#5#"#'Q%&&' .+,9'*#,-'+.' %"-4,"#-%+"#&'
4..+,-('-+'(2%"4'&%32-'%"-+':#,J'$+,"4,('#":'4G*+(4'#$-%5%-%4('-2#-'-24%,'*4,*4-,#-+,('Q+)&:',#-24,',49#%"'2%::4"<

7('&+"3'#('%('"4$4((#,8S'&#Q84,('.,+9']"3&#":'#":'̀ #&4('Q%&&'$+"-%")4'-+'(-#":'Q%-2'-24%,'$+&&4#3)4(''#$,+(('
-24'Q+,&:'-+'9#J4'$&4#,'-24'$+,,+(%54'4..4$-'-2#-')":4,9%"%"3'-24',)&4'+.'&#Q'#":'#$$4(('-+'D)(-%$4'2#('+"'#'
country’s prosperity and success. 

Lucy Scott-Moncrieff
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Glossary of  Terms
Aguilas Negras: ge&#$J']#3&4(6'C"4'+.'-24'"4Q',4;,#":4:'*#,#9%&%-#,8'3,+)*('-2#-'2#54'494,34: 
since demobilisation

Bandas Criminales Emergentes: 024'-4,9')(4:';8'-24'A+&+9;%#"'3+54,"94"-'-+',4.4,'-+'"4Q'*#,#9%&%-#,8'3,+)*(

Cacique Pipinta: 7'*#,#9%&%-#,8'3,+)*'Q2%$2'2#('(),5%54:'-24':49+;%&%(#-%+"'*,+$4(('%"-#$-

Campesino: Rural farmers

Colegio de Abogados de Buga: Buga Bar Association

Consejo Superior de la Judicatura:'1)*,494'P):%$%#&'A+)"$%&

Consejo de Tribunal Superior de Cali: 'A+)"$%&'+.'-24'Z**4,'A+),-'%"'A#&%

Defensoría del Pueblo:'C9;):(9#"K('C.!$4

Dirección Nacional de Las Fiscalías: Y#-%+"#&'+.!$4'.+,'&+$#&'*,+(4$)-+,'(4,5%$4(

Falsos positivos:'024'*24"+94"+"'Q24,4;8'$%5%&%#"(S'34"4,#&&8',),#&'.#,94,(S'#,4'*,4(4"-4:'#('3)4,,%&&#( 
killed in combat

Fiscalía (General de la Nación):'I,+(4$)-+,'X4"4,#&K('C.!$4

Mesa Nacional de Garantias: Part of the Ministry of the Interior - a process established in 2009 
-+'34"4,#-4'$+"!:4"$4'%"'-24'(-#-4'#)-2+,%-%4('#":':454&+*'(-,#-43%4('.+,'-24'4..4$-%54'*,+-4$-%+" 
of human rights defenders

Palacio de Justicia: Courthouse

Prevaricato por acción agravado:'7'$#)(4'+.'#$-%+"S';,+#:&8'4U)%5#&4"-'-+'#"'a#;)(4'+.'*+Q4,h

Rastrojos: C"4'+.'-24'"4Q',4;,#":4:'*#,#9%&%-#,8'3,+)*(';#(4:'%"'Y#,%i+'-2#-'2#('494,34: 
since demobilisation

Sala Civil – Familia de la Corte Suprema de Justicia: 024'$%5%&j.#9%&8':%5%(%+"'+.'-24'1)*,494'A+),-'+.'P)(-%$4

Tribunal Superior de Distrito Judicial de Bucaramanga: The upper court in the region around Bucaramanga

Tutela: Legal action for the protection of constitutional rights

Unidad de Restitución de Tierras: [#":'\4(-%-)-%+"'Z"%-

Urabeños: One of the new rebranded paramilitary groups based in Medellín that has emerged 
since demobilisation 
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7$,+"89('M'7;;,45%#-%+"(
ACADEHUM  Asociación Colombiana de Abogados de Derechos Humanos

AFUSODO' ' 7(+$%#$%k"':4'>#9%&%#,4('*+,')"'1+&+'O+&+,
ANDAS ' ' 7(+$%#$%k"'Y#$%+"#&':4'78):#'1+&%:#,%#
ANDESCOL  Asociación de Desplazados Colombianos

ASFADDE  Asociación de Familiares de Detenidos Desaparecidos

ASONAL ' ' 7(+$%#$%k"'Y#$%+"#&':4'>)"$%+"#,%+('8']9*&4#:+(':4'&#'\#9#'P):%$%#&
AUC' ' ' 7)-+:4.4"(#('Z"%:#(':4'A+&+9;%#
BACRIM  Bandas Criminales Emergentes

CADEC ' ' A+&4$-%5+':4'7;+3#:+('O4.4"(+,4(':4&']D4'A#.4-4,+
CANAAL' ' A#D#'Y#$%+"#&':4'I,+5%(%+"'1+$%#& 
CCAJAR' ' A+,*+,#$%k"'A+&4$-%5+':4'7;+3#:+('P+(l'7&54#,'\4(-,4*+
CCALP ' ' A+,*+,#$%k"'A+&4$-%5+':4'7;+3#:+('[)%('A#,&+('I4,4d
CERREM' ' A+9%-l':4']5#&)$%k"':4'\%4(3+'8'\4$+94":#$%k"':4'F4:%:#(
CJL' ' ' A+,*+,#$%k"'P),%:%$#'[%;4,-#:
CNAL' ' ' A+&4$-%5+'Y#$%+"#&':4'7;+3#:+('[%-%3#"-4(
CODHES  Consultoria para los Derechos Humanos y el Desplazamiento

COLEMAD' ' A+&4$-%5+'F)D4,4('7&'O4,4$2+
CPDH   Permanent Committee for the Defence of Human Rights

CRI   Regional Indigenous Council of Cauca

DAS ' ' O4*#,-#94"-+''7:9%"%(-,#-%5+':4'143),%:#:
ELN' ' ' ]Dl,$%-+':4'[%;4,#$%k"'Y#$%+"#&
FARC ' ' >)4,d#('7,9#:#('\45+&)$%+"#,%#(':4'A+&+9;%#
FCSPP ' ' >+)":#-%+"'+.'-24'A+99%--44'%"'1+&%:#,%-8'Q%-2'I+&%-%$#&'I,%(+"4,(   
FIDH   International Federation of Human Rights

FPIC   Free, Prior and Informed Consent    

HRD   Human Rights Defender

IACHR   Inter American Court of Human Rights

INPEC' ' ' T"(-%-)-+'Y#$%+"#&'I4"%-4"$%#,%+'8'A#,$4&#,%+
MOVICE' ' F+5%9%4"-+(':4'Vm$-%9#(':4'A,m94"4(':4'](-#:+
PBI    Peace Brigades International

RIME   Regionales de Inteligencia Militar

SINTRAEMSDES ' 1%":%$#-+':4'0,#;#D#:+,4('8']9*&4#:+(':4'14,5%$%+('In;&%$+('7)-k"+9+( 
   e Institutos Descentralizados de Colombia

UNIPA ' ' Z"%:#:'T":%34"#'I)4;&+'7Q#
UNP ' ' Z"%:#:'Y#$%+"#&':4'I,+-4$$%k"'
WOLA ' ' `#(2%"3-+"'C.!$4'+"'[#-%"'794,%$#
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]G4$)-%54'1)99#,8
024'A#,#5#"#':4&43#-%+"'+.'7)3)(-'?@=?'Q#('-24'-2%,:'%"'#'(4,%4('+.'&#,34'%"-4,"#-%+"#&':4&43#-%+"('+.'&#Q84,('
%"',4(*+"(4'-+'%"5%-#-%+"('.,+9'-24'A+&+9;%#"'"#-%+"#&'#((+$%#-%+"'7A7O]_ZF'g7(+$%#$%+"'A+&+9;%#"#':4'
7;+3#:+(':4'O4,4$2+('_)9#"+(6S'.+,94,&8'J"+Q"'#('7A7O]ZF<'

024'!,(-':4&43#-%+"'%"'7)3)(-'?@@^'$+"(%(-4:'+.'L@'&#Q84,('.,+9']),+*4'#":'Y+,-2'#":'1+)-2'794,%$#<'02%('
was extended in 2010 to include lawyers from 15 different countries in the Americas, Europe and Asia. By 
14*-49;4,'?@=?'+54,'=H@':4&43#-4('2#:'5%(%-4:'A+&+9;%#'#('*#,-'+.'-24'A#,#5#"#<

024'#%9'+.'-24'A#,#5#"#'%('-+'*,+5%:4'#'(*+-&%32-'+"'-24'(%-)#-%+"'+.'2)9#"',%32-('&#Q84,('%"'A+&+9;%#S'#":'-+'
#:5+$#-4'+"'-24%,';42#&.'.+,'-24%,'*,+-4$-%+"'(+'-2#-'-248'9#8'3+'#;+)-'-24%,'*,+.4((%+"#&'Q+,J'Q%-2+)-'-2,4#-(S'
#--#$J('#":'#((#((%"#-%+"(<'O),%"3'#&&'-2,44'5%(%-(':4&43#-4('24#,:'45%:4"$4'+.'-24'2%32',#-4'+.'%9*)"%-8S'Q2%$2'%('
still estimated to be 97% for some crimes. A list of 4,400 incidents against lawyers between 2002 and 2012 was 
*,4(4"-4:'-+'-24'_4#:'+.'-24'_)9#"'\%32-('O%5%(%+"'%"'-24'O4*)-8'7--+,"48'X4"4,#&K('C.!$4<'024'A#,#5#"#'
()**+,-(' -24'ZY'1*4$%#&' \#**+,-4),('+"' -24' T":4*4":4"$4'+.' P):34(' #":' [#Q84,(' #":'+"' -24' 1%-)#-%+"'
+.'_)9#"'\%32-('O4.4":4,(' %"'$#&&%"3' .+,' %9*,+5494"-(' %"' -24' %"54(-%3#-%+"S'*,+(4$)-%+"'#":'$+"5%$-%+"'+.'
-24'*4,*4-,#-+,('+.'2)9#"',%32-('#;)(4(<'024'A#,#5#"#' %('(-%&&'*,+.+)":&8':%(#**+%"-4:'Q%-2'-24'$+"-%")%"3'
5%$-%9%(#-%+"'#":'(-%39#-%(#-%+"'+.':4.4"$4'&#Q84,('#":'-24'3+54,"94"-K('-4":4"$8'-+'%(()4'(-#-494"-('$,%-%$#&'
of their work.

024'A#,#5#"#'Q#(' 2#**8' -+'Q4&$+94' P):34(' #9+"3' -24'A#,#5#"#' :4&43#-4(' #":' #' .)&&4,' ,4*+,-' +.' -24%,'
%"54(-%3#-%+"'%('*);&%(24:'(4*#,#-4&8<']5%:4"$4'.,+9'-24%,'944-%"3('%('%"$&):4:'%"'-2%(',4*+,-S'%"$&):%"3':%(-),;%"3'
accounts of the persecution of judges.

7'();':4&43#-%+"'+.'-24'A#,#5#"#'W'$+"(%(-%"3'+.'.+),'&#Q84,('.,+9'-24'7&&%#"$4'.+,'[#Q84,('#-'\%(JS'#'Zf';#(4:'
network of senior lawyers - had a separate, complementary agenda. They met with lawyers, human rights 
defenders, and members of campesino, Afro-Colombian and indigenous communities affected by mining and 
palm oil industries to see in what ways the international legal community can assist in the implementation of 
-24'Z"%-4:'Y#-%+"('*,%"$%*&4('+"'e)(%"4(('#":'_)9#"'\%32-(<'024%,',4*+,-'%('#&(+'*);&%(24:'(4*#,#-4&8<

024'A#,#5#"#'Q4&$+94:'-24'*4#$4'-#&J(';4-Q44"'-24'3+54,"94"-'#":'-24'3)4,,%&&#('Q2%$2'$+994"$4:'#('-24'
:4&43#-%+"'#,,%54:';)-'Q#('$+"$4,"4:'#-'-24'&#$J'+.'*#,-%$%*#-%+"';8'$%5%&'(+$%4-8'+,3#"%(#-%+"('%"'-24'*,+$4((<'

024' $+"-4G-' +.' -24' ?@=?' A#,#5#"#' %"$&):4:' +;(4,5#-%+"(' +"' -24' Q+,J%"3' +.' -24' "4Q'V%$-%9(' #":' [#":'
\4(-%-)-%+"'[#Qo'-24'%9*#$-'+.'-24'9%"%"3'#":'4G-,#$-%54'%":)(-,%4(o'5%+&#-%+"'+.'-24',%32-('+.'%":%34"+)('*4+*&4(o'
$+"-%")4:'#$-%5%-%4('+.'*#,#9%&%-#,%4(o'-24'5%+&#-%+"'+.'*,%(+"4,(K',%32-(o'-24'*4,(4$)-%+"'+.'(4$-+,('+-24,'-2#"'
&#Q84,('#":'-24'D):%$%#,8'%"$&):%"3'0,#:4'Z"%+"%(-(S'7.,+WA+&+9;%#"'$+99)"%-%4(S'#":'2)9#"',%32-(':4.4":4,(<'
024' ,4*+,-' #&(+' 4G#9%"4(' %9*)"%-8o' -24' ,)&4' +.' &#Q' #":' #$$4((' -+' D)(-%$4o' #(' Q4&&' #(' 45%:4"$4' +.' &%9%-4:'
*,+3,4(('%"'*,+(4$)-%"3'-24'*4,*4-,#-+,('+.'4G-,#'D):%$%#&'J%&&%"3(S'.+,$4:':%(#**4#,#"$4('#":'(4G)#&'5%+&4"$4<'
`2%&4'4"$+),#34:';8'-24'4"#$-94"-'+.'-24'"4Q'V%$-%9('#":'[#":'\4(-%-)-%+"'[#Q'g[#Q'=EE^'+.'?@==6S'Q2%$2'
$+9*&494"-('-24'4G%(-%"3'P)(-%$4'#":'I4#$4'[#Q'g[#Q'NLR'+.'?@@R6S'-24'A#,#5#"#';4&%454('-2#-'-24(4'&#Q(':+'
"+-'3+'.#,'4"+)32'-+',%32-'-24'Q,+"3('5%(%-4:'+"'2)":,4:('+.'-2+)(#":('+.'A+&+9;%#"'$%-%d4"(':),%"3'-24'&#(-'
?R'84#,(<'>+,'-2+(4'#--49*-%"3'-+')(4'[#Q'=EE^'-+',4-,%454'-24%,'&#":S'-24'*,+$4(('%('#&(+'+"4'-2#-'4"34":4,('
#'();(-#"-%#&'#9+)"-'+.',%(Jo'B@'$+99)"%-8'&4#:4,('Q2+'Q4,4':49#":%"3'-24',4-),"'+.'-24%,'&#":'2#54';44"'
assassinated since Law 1448 was passed.

024':4&43#-4('24#,:'45%:4"$4'+.'#'&#$J'+.',4(+),$4('%"'-24'D)(-%$4'(8(-49'Q2%$2'2#('#'(4,%+)('%9*#$-'+"'-24'
ability of prosecutors and the judiciary to ensure the proper functioning of the judicial system. The report 
#&(+':%($)((4('+-24,'.#$-+,('Q2%$2'%9*#$-'(%3"%!$#"-&8'+"'-24'.)"$-%+"%"3'+.'-24'D):%$%#&'(8(-49S'"#94&8/'&#$J'+.'
,4(*4$-'.+,'-24'D):%$%#,8o'*,+;&49('%"'-#$J&%"3'%9*)"%-8'.,+9'-24'*,+(4$)-+,(K'*4,(*4$-%54o'.#%&),4'-+'%"54(-%3#-4'
#":'*,+(4$)-4'*#,#9%&%-#,8'#--#$J(o' %9*,+*4,' ,4&%#"$4'+"'9%&%-#,8' D)(-%$4'#":':4!$%4"$%4(' %"' -24' P)(-%$4'#":'
Peace Law.
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024'9+(-' (4,%+)(' $+"$4,"' .+,' -24'A#,#5#"#' %(' -2#-' -2,4#-(S' #--#$J(S' *4,(4$)-%+"' #":' -24' J%&&%"3' +.' &#Q84,('
$+"-%")4<'[#Q84,('#,4'2#9*4,4:'%"'-24%,'Q+,J';8'2#5%"3'-+':4.4":'(*),%+)('*,+$44:%"3('#3#%"(-'-249(4&54('
#":';8';),3&#,%4('+.'-24%,'+.!$4(S'#":'$8;4,W#--#$J('+"'Q4;(%-4('#":'5#":#&%(9'+.'-24%,'+.!$4'4U)%*94"-<'024'
&43#$8'+.'-24'(),54%&&#"$4';8'-24'(-#-4'%"-4&&%34"$4'#34"$8'gO71S'O4*#,-#94"-+'7:9%"%(-,#-%5+':4'143),%:#:6'
2#('%"-4,.4,4:'Q%-2'-24'*,+-4$-%54'94#(),4('Q2%$2'(+94'&#Q84,('(2+)&:',4$4%54<'T"'#::%-%+"'-+'-24'*,+;&49('
+.' (-#-4' %"-4,.4,4"$4' %"' -24%,'Q+,J' #,4' -24' ,%(J(' -2#-'9#"8' &#Q84,(' .#$4' +.' *28(%$#&' 5%+&4"$4' #":' *+((%;&4'
assassination. The lawyers most at risk work with clients such as political prisoners, those with problems related 
-+'-24')(4'+.'+,',%32-('-+'&#":S'-2+(4'#$$)(4:'+.'$+&&#;+,#-%"3'Q%-2'-24'3)4,,%&&#(S'#":',4*,4(4"-#-%54('+.'9%"+,%-8'
or repressed communities.

7.-4,'$+":)$-%"3'-24',43%+"#&'5%(%-('-24':4&43#-4(',4-),"4:'-+'e+3+-#'#":'94-'Q%-2'5#,%+)('"#-%+"#&'#)-2+,%-%4(S'
including the Coordinator of the Presidential Programme for Human Rights and International Humanitarian 
[#QS'-24'Y#-%+"#&'I,+-4$-%+"'Z"%-'#":'-24'[#":'\4(-%-)-%+"'Z"%-<'O4&43#-4('#&(+'94-'Q%-2'+.!$%#&('.,+9'-24%,'
+Q"']9;#((%4(S'#":'-24']),+*4#"'Z"%+"':4&43#-%+"<''

024'A#,#5#"#'%('$+"$4,"4:'-2#-'-24,4'%('#'&#$J'+.'4..4$-%54'*,+-4$-%+"'.+,'2)9#"',%32-(':4.4":4,('.,+9'-24'"4Q'
Y#-%+"#&'I,+-4$-%+"'Z"%-<'O4&43#-4('24#,:',4*+,-('+.'%"#:4U)#-4',4(+),$4('#":'#'&#$J'+.'-,)(-'%"'-24')"%-S'Q2%$2'
%"'*#,-'(-49('.,+9'$+"$4,"('#;+)-'-24'*#,-%$%*#-%+"'+.'O71'%"'-24'*,+$4(('*,%+,'-+'%-('#;+&%-%+"'%"'?@==<'024,4'
#,4'#&(+'$+"$4,"('#;+)-'-24'4.!$#$8'+.'-24'&#":',4(-%-)-%+"'*,+$4(('#":'-24'#;%&%-8'+.'-24'[#":'\4(-%-)-%+"'Z"%-'
#":'-24'Y#-%+"#&'I,+-4$-%+"'Z"%-'-+'$+&&#;+,#-4'4..4$-%54&8'-+'*,+-4$-'-2+(4'*4+*&4'Q2+'#,4')(%"3'-24'"4Q'&#Q'
to reclaim their land. 

024'Q+,J'+.' -24'A#,#5#"#':+4('"+-' 4":'Q24"' -24' 5%(%-' -+'A+&+9;%#'!"%(24(<'\4*+,-%"3'+"' -24' 5%(%-' #":'
#$$+)"-%"3' -+' -24'*,+.4((%+"#&' #((+$%#-%+"('+.' -24' &#Q84,('Q2+'*#,-%$%*#-4:' %"' -24'A#,#5#"#' %(' #' 5%-#&'Q#8'
+.' ()**+,-%"3'#$$4((' -+' D)(-%$4S' -24' ,)&4'+.' &#Q'#":'2)9#"' ,%32-(' %"'A+&+9;%#<'024'A#,#5#"#K('"4-Q+,J'+.'
international lawyers will continue to support fellow lawyers and human rights defenders in Colombia and will 
9+"%-+,'454"-('%"'+,:4,'-+'24&*'*,+-4$-'#":'*,+9+-4'D)(-%$4'.+,'%-('$%-%d4"(<



10

1. Introduction
024'A#,#5#"#'%('*#,-'+.'#"'+"W3+%"3'$+99%-94"-';8'%"-4,"#-%+"#&'&#Q84,('
to support human rights lawyers, uphold the rule of law and promote 
#$$4(('-+'D)(-%$4'%"'A+&+9;%#<'024'A#,#5#"#'2#('Q+,J4:'$&+(4&8'Q%-2'-24'
"#-%+"#&'#((+$%#-%+"'+.'2)9#"',%32-('&#Q84,('%"'A+&+9;%#S'7A7O]_ZF'
(Asociación Colombiana de Abogados Defensores de los Derechos 
_)9#"+(6<'[%"J('2#54'#&(+';44"'4(-#;&%(24:'Q%-2'&#Q84,('%"'-24',43%+"('
where they face additional risks of isolation and increased threats. 
024'A#,#5#"#'94-'Q%-2'9#"8'%":%5%:)#&('#":'+,3#"%(#-%+"('Q2+'+.-4"'
-4(-%!4:'-+'-2%"3('-2#-'*)-'-24%,'+Q"'(#.4-8'#-',%(J'#":S'%"'9#"8'%"(-#"$4(S'
,4U)4(-4:'-2#-'-248',49#%"'#"+"89+)(<'_+Q454,S'#'(4"%+,'949;4,'+.'
7A7O]_ZF'4G*&#%"4:'-2#-'-24'%"-4,"#-%+"#&'($,)-%"8'*,+5%:4:';8'-24'
A#,#5#"#'4"2#"$4('*,+-4$-%+"'#":'(#54('&%54(<

=<='>%":%"3('+.'-24'?@=@'A#,#5#"#
In 2010 the delegation found that a large number of assassinations and threats against lawyers, human rights 
:4.4":4,('#":'-,#:4')"%+"%(-('$+"-%")4:'-+'-#J4'*&#$4'%"'A+&+9;%#<'T"'#&&',43%+"('5%(%-4:'-24':4&43#-4('.+)":'
-2#-' %"' $#(4(' +.' -2,4#-(' -+' &#Q84,(' #":' 2)9#"' ,%32-(' :4.4":4,(S' -24' 5%$-%9(' :%:' "+-' (449' -+' ,4$4%54' -24'
attention from the authorities that such threats demand. Regrettably, the 2010 Delegation could not identify 
#'(%3"%!$#"-'%9*,+5494"-'%"'#$$4(('-+'D)(-%$4'#":'-24'.,44'4G4,$%(4'+.'-24'&43#&'*,+.4((%+"'(%"$4'%-'!,(-'5%(%-4:'
A+&+9;%#'%"'?@@^<'024'$&%9#-4'+.'.4#,'%"'Q2%$2'&#Q84,('#":'&43#&'*,+.4((%+"#&('+*4,#-4'Q#('54,8'45%:4"-<'>+,'
%"(-#"$4S'9#"8'+.'-24'%":%5%:)#&('%"-4,5%4Q4:'#(J4:'-+'$+"-,%;)-4'#"+"89+)(&8':)4'-+'-24%,'.4#,'+.';4$+9%"3'#'
-#,34-'.+,',4-#&%#-%+"<'024':4&43#-%+"'24#,:'-2#-'-2%('.4#,'(-49('%"'9#"8'$#(4('.,+9'-24'*4,(%(-4"-S'5%+&4"-'#$-%+"('
+.'.+,94,'*#,#9%&%-#,%4('W'#$-%5%-%4('Q2%$2'9#J4'-24'*,+$4(('+.'#$$4((%"3'D)(-%$4'#&&'-24'9+,4':%.!$)&-<

024' ?@=@' :4&43#-%+"' .+)":' 45%:4"$4' +.' (-%39#-%(#-%+"' #":' -24' :%($,4:%-%"3' +.' &#Q84,(S' D):34(' #":' 2)9#"'
,%32-(':4.4":4,('-2,+)32+)-'-24',43%+"('5%(%-4:<'Y)94,+)('4G#9*&4('Q4,4'3%54"'+.'(-#-4'#)-2+,%-%4('*);&%$&8'
denouncing the work of lawyers and human rights defenders and openly criticising the rulings of judges. 
Indications of the obstacles to accessing justice were also presented to the delegation in all regions. This 
included a large number of cases relating to serious crimes (such as assassinations and forced disappearances) 
-2#-'2#:'"+-';44"'-24'();D4$-'+.'#'-2+,+)32S'%9*#,-%#&'#":'-%94&8'%"54(-%3#-%+"<'

A+99)"%-%4('Q2+'2#:';44"'.+,$%;&8':%(*&#$4:'(-#-4:'-2#-'-248'.#$4:'9#D+,'2),:&4('%"'#$$4((%"3'(4,5%$4('-2#-'
Q4,4' ()**+(4:' -+';4'9#:4' #5#%&#;&4' -+' -249<'A+99)"%-8' &4#:4,(' #":'2)9#"' ,%32-(' :4.4":4,(':%($)((4:'
()..4,%"3'*4,(4$)-%+"'#('#' ,4()&-'+.' (%9*&8' (44J%"3' -+'2#54' -24%,';#(%$' ,%32-(' ,4(*4$-4:<'0,#:4')"%+"%(-('#&(+'
,4*+,-4:'-2#-' -248'$+"-%")4:'-+' .#$4'4G-,494':%.!$)&-%4('#..4$-%"3' -24%,'#;%&%-8' -+'+,3#"%(4'#":'4"(),4' -2#-'
&#;+),',%32-('#,4'*,+-4$-4:<'024':4&43#-%+"'#&(+'"+-4:':%($+,:#"$4';4-Q44"'-24'-4(-%9+"%4('3%54"';8'&#Q84,(S'
2)9#"' ,%32-(' :4.4":4,(' #":' 5%$-%9(' +"' -24' +"4' 2#":S' #":' -24' -4(-%9+"%4(' +..4,4:' ;8' ,4*,4(4"-#-%54(' +.'
3+54,"94"-'#)-2+,%-%4('+"'-24'+-24,'2#":<'>+,'4G#9*&4S' %"'(454,#&',43%+"(S'#":' %"'*#,-%$)&#,' %"'Y#,%i+S'-24'
#)-2+,%-%4('%"-4,5%4Q4:':4"%4:'-24'4G%(-4"$4'+.'-2,4#-(';8'#,94:'3,+)*('%"'-24'#,4#'#":'(4494:'-+':%(9%(('
$+9*&#%"-('-24,4+.'Q%-2+)-'-2+,+)32' %"54(-%3#-%+"<'02%('Q#(' %"'$+9*&4-4'$+"-,#:%$-%+"'-+'-24'$,4:%;&4'!,(-W
2#":',4*+,-('#$$)9)&#-4:';8':4&43#-%+"'949;4,('#('Q4&&'#('-24'!":%"3('+.'+-24,'%"-4,"#-%+"#&':4&43#-%+"(<1

1 See for example the February 2010 Human Rights Watch report, Paramilitaries’ Heirs: The New Face of Violence in Colombia available 
 at http://www.hrw.org/en/reports/2010/02/03/paramilitaries-heirs. This report noted, for example, that Tumaco is one of the three cities in Nariño 
 with the highest concentration of successor paramilitary group operations. It also states at page 35 that “Human Rights Watch received   
 repeated, consistent statements from people in Nariño about the operation of the Black Eagles, who controlled territory in several areas, threatened 
 civilians, and were apparently engaged in a bloody turf war against the Rastrojos over control of the port city of Tumaco.

Sara Chandler
Chair of the Caravana UK Lawyers Group

Rafael Palencia Fernández
Chair of ACADEHUM
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024' ,4*+,-' +.' -24' ?@=@' A#,#5#"#' :4&43#-%+"' +)-&%"4:' ,4$+994":#-%+"(' .+,' #$-%+"' ;8' -24' *#,-%$%*#-%"3'
%"-4,"#-%+"#&':4&43#-4(<'1)$2',4$+994":#-%+"('%"$&):4:'-24'*);&%$#-%+"'+.'-24'&#$J'+.'2)9#"',%32-('*,+-4$-%+"'
%"'A+&+9;%#S' -24' %9*)"%-8' -+&4,#-4:';8' -24'1-#-4' .+,' -2+(4'Q2+'5%+&#-4'2)9#"' ,%32-('#":' -24'#**,+*,%#-4'
94#(),4(' -+' 3)#,#"-44' (#.4-8' #":' (4$),%-8' .+,' &43#&' *,#$-%-%+"4,(S' #(' *,+5%:4:' %"' -24'Z"%-4:'Y#-%+"('e#(%$'
Principles on the Role of Lawyers.2

>%"#&&8S'-24'?@=@'A#,#5#"#',4*+,-',4$+994":4:'-2#-'#'-2%,:'%"U)%,8'(2+)&:'-#J4'*&#$4'%"'?@=?'-+'#((4(('-24'
4G-4"-'-+'Q2%$2'-24'?@=@'!":%"3('2#:'45+&54:S';,%"3%"3'#--4"-%+"'-+'#"8'*4,(%(-4"-'$2#&&4"34('.#$4:';8'-24'
legal profession and demonstrating the legal community’s continued solidarity to the human rights defenders 
and lawyers of Colombia.

1.2. Methodology
024'02%,:'T"-4,"#-%+"#&'A#,#5#"#'+.'P),%(-('5%(%-4:'A+&+9;%#'.,+9'?H'7)3)(-'-+'='14*-49;4,'?@=?<''E?'&#Q84,('
#":'D):34('#--4":4:'.,+9'e4&3%)9S'A#"#:#S']"3&#":'M'̀ #&4(S'>,#"$4S'T,4&#":S'T-#&8S'024'Y4-24,&#":('#":'1*#%"<'
I#,-%$%*#-%"3':4&43#-4('$#94'.,+9'#'5#,%4-8'+.'&43#&';#$J3,+)":('#":'%"$&):4:/'D):34(o'*,+(4$)-+,(o'$+,*+,#-4S'
criminal defence and human rights lawyers; and legal academics. Of the 42 delegates, many had already 
*#,-%$%*#-4:'%"'4%-24,'+"4'+,';+-2'+.'-24'?@@^'#":'?@=@':4&43#-%+"'5%(%-('-+'A+&+9;%#<'7&&'*#,-%$%*#"-('2#:'
;44"'*,+5%:4:'Q%-2'-,#%"%"3'#":'*,4*#,#-+,8',4#:%"3'9#-4,%#&('+"'-24'A+&+9;%#"'D)(-%$4'(8(-49S'-,#"(%-%+"#&'
justice and also with the reports of the 2010 and 2008 delegations.

024':4&43#-4('Q4,4':%5%:4:'%"-+'(%G'3,+)*('#":'-,#54&&4:'-+'(%G'+.'-24'2%324(-',%(J',43%+"('+.'A+&+9;%#'-+'944-'
#'Q%:4',#"34'+.' %"-4,&+$)-+,('()$2'#('2)9#"',%32-(' &#Q84,(S'949;4,('+.' -24' D):%$%#,8S'5%$-%9('#":',43%+"#&'
#)-2+,%-%4(<''F#"8'+.'-24(4',43%+"('2#:'#&(+';44"'5%(%-4:';8'-24'A#,#5#"#'%"'?@=@<3 From 27 August to 30 August 
?@=?'-24'A#,#5#"#'5%(%-4:'-24'.+&&+Q%"3',43%+"(/'Y#,%i+'gI#(-+6S'Y+,-4':4'1#"-#":4,'ge)$#,#9#"3#6S'A4"-,+'
ge+3+-pS'b+*#&6S'7-&p"-%$+'gA#,-#34"#S'1%"$4&4D+S'e#,,#"U)%&&#6S'7"-%+U)m#'gF4:4&&m"S'1#"'P+(l':4'7*#,-#:k6'#":'
1),'C4(-4'gA#&%S'1#"-#":4,':4'q)%&%$2#+6<

The delegation was coordinated by Asociación Colombiana de Abogados de Derechos Humanos 
g7A7O]_ZF6'#":'-24'A+&+9;%#"'A#,#5#"#'Zf'[#Q84,('X,+)*'g()**+,-4:';8'-24'[#Q'1+$%4-8'+.']"3&#":'
#":'̀ #&4(6<'\43%+"#&&8S'-24':4&43#-%+"'Q#('#&(+'()**+,-4:';8'&+$#&'A+&+9;%#"'2)9#"',%32-('+,3#"%(#-%+"(<

024'$+"-4"-'+.' -2%(' ,4*+,-' %(';#(4:'+"' %"-4,5%4Q('$#,,%4:'+)-':),%"3' -24':4&43#-%+"K('5%(%-' -+'A+&+9;%#' %"'
?@=?'Q2%$2'Q4,4'*,4*#,4:'#":'$+":)$-4:'4G$&)(%54&8';8'-24'%"-4,"#-%+"#&'*#,-%$%*#"-('+.'-24'?@=?':4&43#-%+"<'
Z"&4((' +-24,Q%(4' (*4$%!4:S' -24' %".+,9#-%+"' %"$&):4:' %"' -2%(' ,4*+,-' %(' ;#(4:' +"' -24' -4(-%9+"%4(' +.' -24'
A+&+9;%#"'2)9#"',%32-('&#Q84,(S'2)9#"',%32-(':4.4":4,(S'5%$-%9('#":'-24%,',4*,4(4"-#-%54(S'#":'949;4,('#":'
+.!$%#&('.,+9'5#,%+)(';,#"$24('+.'-24'D):%$%#&'(8(-49<'O4&43#-4('#&(+'4"3#34:'%"':%($)((%+"('Q%-2'-24'A+&+9;%#"'
3+54,"94"-' %"$&):%"3'-24'V%$4'I,4(%:4"-K('+.!$4S'-24'O4*#,-94"-'+.'O4.4"$4S'-24'Y#-%+"#&'I,+-4$-%+"'Z"%-'
#":'-24'[#":'\4(-%-)-%+"'Z"%-'Q2+'Q4,4'%"-4,5%4Q4:'#.-4,'-24':4&43#-4(',4-),"4:'.,+9'5%(%-%"3'-24',43%+"(<'
024'%".+,9#-%+"',4$4%54:';8':4&43#-4(':),%"3'-24'$+),(4'+.'-24'?@=?'A#,#5#"#'2#('"+-';44"'%":4*4":4"-&8'
%"54(-%3#-4:<'02%(',4*+,-'+"&8'%"$&):4('%".+,9#-%+"'.+,'Q2%$2'*4,9%((%+"'-+':%($&+(4'2#(';44"'3,#"-4:'#":'-24'
editors were mindful while compiling the report of the safety of those who took risks to disclose information 
-+'-24'A#,#5#"#<'''

2  United Nations, Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, 7 September 1990, available at: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/3ddb9f034.html   
 [accessed 24 March 2011]. Adopted by the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, Havana,  
 Cuba, 27 August to 7 September 1990.

3  Nariño (Pasto); Norte de Santander (Cúcuta); Centro (Bogotá, Tunja); Eje Cafetero (Pereira, Armenia); Huila (Neiva, Reserva Indígena La Reforma);  
 Costa Caribe (Barranquilla, Cartagena); Antioquía (Medellín, San José de Apartadó); and Sur Oeste (Cali, Popayán).
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024',4*+,-K('!":%"3(S' $+"$&)(%+"('#":',4$+994":#-%+"('#,4';#(4:'+"' %"-4,"#-%+"#&&8' ,4$+3"%(4:'(-#":#,:('
.+,'2)9#"',%32-('#":'#$$4(('-+'D)(-%$4S'()$2'#('-24'Z"%54,(#&'O4$&#,#-%+"'+.'_)9#"'\%32-(4, the International 
A+54"#"-'+"'A%5%&'#":'I+&%-%$#&'\%32-(5S'-24'Z"%-4:'Y#-%+"('e#(%$'I,%"$%*&4('+"'-24'\+&4'+.'[#Q84,(6 and the 
e#(%$'I,%"$%*&4('+"'-24'T":4*4":4"$4'+.'-24'P):%$%#,8<7 

4  http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/index.shtml.
5  http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/ccpr.htm.
6  See footnote 2, p.7.
7  http://www.unrol.org/doc.aspx?d=2248.

Departments of Colombia
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=<B'7%9('#":'C;D4$-%54('+.'-24'?@=?'A#,#5#"#
024'*),*+(4'+.'-24':4&43#-%+"'9%((%+"'+.'-24'02%,:'T"-4,"#-%+"#&'A#,#5#"#'+.'[#Q84,('%"'7)3)(-'?@=?'Q#('-+/

•'']"(),4'-2#-'A+&+9;%#"'&43#&'*,+.4((%+"#&('#,4'#;&4'-+'$#,,8'+)-'-24%,'Q+,J'%"'#'(#.4'4"5%,+"94"-'Q%-2+)-''
  fear of threats, intimidation or attack.

•''1)**+,-'-24',)&4'+.'&#Q'%"'A+&+9;%#S'$+9;#-'%9*)"%-8'#":'4"(),4'#$$4(('-+'D)(-%$4'.+,'-24'9#"8'5%$-%9( 
' '+.'-24'$+"r%$-<

•''T9*,+54'-24'(#.4-8'+.'-24'&#Q84,(':),%"3'-24'5%(%-('+.'%"-4,"#-%+"#&':4&43#-4('-+'-24'A+&+9;%#"',43%+"(<

•  Increase awareness within Colombia of the international community’s profound concerns about  attacks  
  against human rights lawyers and members of the judiciary.

•''T"$,4#(4'-24'#Q#,4"4(('+.'-24'A+&+9;%#"'*+&%$4S'(-#-4'+.!$%#&(S'D):%$%#,8'#":'*,+(4$)-+,('+.'-24'%"-4,"#-%+"#&
' '&43#&'9+"%-+,%"3'+.'$#(4(';8'A#,#5#"#'&#Q84,(<
  
•''T"$,4#(4'-24'#Q#,4"4(('+.'%"-4,"#-%+"#&'3+54,"94"-('#":'-24'%"-4,"#-%+"#&'$+99)"%-8'+.'-24'#;)(4('' '
  suffered and dangers faced by Colombian lawyers and judges in the course of their work.

•''T"$,4#(4'%"-4,"#-%+"#&'#Q#,4"4(('+.'J48'%(()4('%"$&):%"3/'-24'*4,(%(-%"3'$&%9#-4'+.'%9*)"%-8S'-24'2%32'&454&'+.''
  attacks against the independence of the judiciary, and the stigmatisation and criminalisation of human 
  rights defenders.

=<E'7$-%5%-%4('
O),%"3'-24'?@=?'O4&43#-%+"S':4&43#-4('Q4,4'(44J%"3'-+/'

•''>+&&+Q')*'+"'(*4$%!$'#--#$J('#3#%"(-'A+&+9;%#"'&#Q84,('#":'D):34('-2#-'#,4';4%"3'9+"%-+,4:';8'-24'' '
' '+,3#"%(#-%+"('*#,-%$%*#-%"3'%"'-24'02%,:'T"-4,"#-%+"#&'A#,#5#"#'+.'P),%(-('#":'7A7O]_ZF<

•  Gather further information about attacks and harassment of lawyers and judges in Colombia since 2010.

•  Raise awareness, both within Colombia and internationally, of the persecution that lawyers currently face  
  and through doing this raise awareness of the international commitment to supporting Colombian lawyers.

•''7((4(('&454&('+.'#$$4(('-+'D)(-%$4'#":',#-4('+.'%9*)"%-8'%"'$#(4('+.'2)9#"',%32-('5%+&#-%+"(<''

•''F+"%-+,'-24'A+&+9;%#"'(-#-4K('%9*&494"-#-%+"'+.'-24',4$+994":#-%+"('+.'ZY'1*4$%#&'\#**+,-4),(K'''
  recommendations, its respect of international law and its implementation of the rule of law.
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2. Conclusions and Recommendations
2.1 Conclusions
A+&+9;%#'(-%&&'.#$4('9#"8'$2#&&4"34('-+'-24'%"-43,%-8'+.'%-('&43#&'(8(-49<'024'(-#-4'2#('-+'$+".,+"-'(%3"%!$#"-'#":'
complex problems that stem from the continued operation of illegal armed groups and criminal gangs as well 
as corruption and great socio-economic inequality. This inequality has concentrated power amongst an elite 
group of wealthy landowners, business entrepreneurs and an entrenched political class. A recent acceleration in 
-24'*,+9+-%+"'+.'.+,4%3"';)(%"4(('%"54(-94"-'2#('.),-24,'%"$,4#(4:'-2%('%"4U)#&%-8'#":'2#(',4()&-4:'%"',4"4Q4:'
confrontations between ordinary Colombians and successor paramilitary groups. A lack of enforcement by the 
(-#-4'94#"('-2#-'-24,4'#,4'.4Q'&43#&'$+"-,+&('+54,'-24'+*4,#-%+"('+.'-24(4'9)&-%W"#-%+"#&'$+,*+,#-%+"('#":'#"'
increase of alleged human rights abuses connected to their use of the land. Measured against these issues are 
-4"-#-%54'(-4*('-+Q#,:('*,+3,4(('%"'-24'.+,9'+.'"4Q'&43%(&#-%+"':4(%3"4:'-+',4:,4(('-24'Q,+"3('+.'-24'*#(-S'
%"$&):%"3'-24'?@=='V%$-%9('#":'[#":'\4(-%-)-%+"'7$-'Q2%$2'#%9('-+',4-),"'&#":'-+'-2+(4'Q2+'2#54';44"'.+,$%;&8'
displaced.

Y+"4-24&4((S' A#,#5#"#' :4&43#-4(' Q4,4' :%(#**+%"-4:' -2#-' -248' Q4,4' )"#;&4' -+' :%($4,"' %9*,+5494"-(' -+'
the problems faced by human rights lawyers and defenders. Lawyers, judges and other actors in the legal 
system continue to be subjected to threats, attacks and assassinations. A substantial number of these threats 
originate from paramilitary groups which still operate in many parts of Colombia, despite the well-publicised 
:49+;%&%(#-%+"'*,+$4(('Q2%$2'-++J'*&#$4';4-Q44"'?@@B'#":'?@@H<'14-'#3#%"(-'-24(4'2+,,%!$'$,%94('%('#'D)(-%$4'
(8(-49'Q2%$2' (-%&&' .#%&(' -+' #:4U)#-4&8' %"54(-%3#-4' +,' *,+(4$)-4' *4,*4-,#-+,(S' ,4()&-%"3' %"' #' ,#-4' +.' %9*)"%-8'
Q2%$2' .+,' -24'9+(-' (4,%+)(' $,%94(' %(' (-%&&'94#(),4:' #-' NLs<'024'A#,#5#"#' :4-4$-4:' #"' )":4,&8%"3' &#$J' +.'
*+&%-%$#&'Q%&&'-+',4(+&54'-2%('*,+;&49S':4(*%-4'9#"8'*);&%$'(-#-494"-('#":'*,%5#-4'#((),#"$4('-+'-24'$+"-,#,8<'
024'*,+(4$)-+,K('+.!$4S'Q2%$2'%(',4(*+"(%;&4'.+,'-24'-%94&8'#":'-2+,+)32'%"54(-%3#-%+"'+.'(4,%+)('$,%94(S'%('(-%&&'
)":4,.)":4:S'Q%-2'9#"8',43%+"#&'+.!$4('$+9*&#%"%"3'+.'#'&#$J'+.',4(+),$4('Q2%$2'&4#54('%":%5%:)#&'*,+(4$)-+,('
,4(*+"(%;&4'.+,'%"54(-%3#-%"3'2)":,4:('+.'$#(4(<

024'*+&%-%$#&'$&#(('4G2%;%-4:'*+(%-%54' %"-4"-%+"('Q24"'I,4(%:4"-'1#"-+('Q#('4&4$-4:'%"'?@=@'#":'.+,'#'Q2%&4'
-24'*);&%$':4"%3,#-%+"'+.'2)9#"',%32-('&#Q84,('#":'D):34('Q#(',4:)$4:<'_+Q454,S',4$4"-&8'-24,4'2#54';44"'
Q+,,8%"3'(%3"('+.'#',4-),"'-+'-2%('*,#$-%$4S'()$2'#('%"'-24'$#(4'+.'P):34'P)#"':4'O%+('1+&#"+S'Q2%$2'-2,4#-4"'
-+'.),-24,')":4,9%"4'-24'D):%$%#&'(8(-49'#":')":+'#"8'*,+3,4(('9#:4';4-Q44"'-24'(4$+":'#":'-2%,:'5%(%-('
+.'-24'A#,#5#"#<'_)9#"',%32-('&#Q84,('(-%&&'.#$4'.#&(4'#&&43#-%+"(':4(%3"4:'-+':%(,)*-'-24%,'#;%&%-8'-+':+'-24%,'
jobs, including the continued practice of associating lawyers with the alleged crimes of their clients. Lawyers 
#$,+(('A+&+9;%#'$#&&4:'.+,'-24'*+&%-%$#&'$&#((4('#":'*);&%$'!3),4('-+'(*4#J'+)-'%"'()**+,-'+.'-24%,'Q+,J'#":'-+'
recognise that the work they do is legitimate and necessary to the proper functioning of a democratic society.

The potential impact of the 2011 Victims and Land Restitution Law (Law 1448) cannot be understated, as it 
2#('-24'3+#&'+.',4-),"%"3'&#":'-+'#"8+"4'Q2+'Q#('.+,$%;&8':%(*&#$4:':),%"3'-24'%"-4,"#&'$+"r%$-<'A+"(4U)4"-&8'
-24'A#,#5#"#'%('$#)-%+)(&8'+*-%9%(-%$'#;+)-'-2%('*+(%-%54'(-4*'.+,Q#,:<'O4(*%-4'-2%('2+Q454,S'-24,4'#,4'$+"$4,"('
#;+)-'-24'4..4$-%54"4(('+.'-24'&#Q'#":'-24'4G$&)(%+"'+.'(+94'7.,+WA+&+9;%#"'$+99)"%-%4('.,+9'-24'*,+$4((<'
Additionally there are immediate and serious concerns about the safety of those attempting to reclaim their 
&#":S' #(' 45%:4"$4:';8' -24' #((#((%"#-%+"('+.' B@' $+99)"%-8' &4#:4,('Q2+'Q4,4' #:5+$#-%"3' .+,' -24' ,4-),"'+.'
-24%,'&#":<'02%('#&(+'*+%"-('-+Q#,:('.#%&%"3('%"'-24'4..4$-%54"4(('+.'-24'Y#-%+"#&'I,+-4$-%+"'I,+3,#994'Q2%$2'%('
:4(%3"4:'-+'*,+-4$-'%":%5%:)#&('Q2+'.#$4'$,4:%;&4'-2,4#-('+.'5%+&4"$4<

The creation of a presidential programme aimed at indigenous peoples and Afro-Colombian communities is 
Q4&$+94:o'2+Q454,'-24'*,4(4"$4'+.'9%&%-#,8'4(-#;&%(294"-('%"'%":%34"+)('*4+*&4(K',4(4,54('%"'5%+&#-%+"'+.'-24%,'
constitutional rights is alarming. 
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024'I4#$4'A+99)"%-8'+.' 1#"' P+(l':4'7*#,-#:k' %(' #"'4G#9*&4'+.'Q24,4' #' $+99)"%-8' 2#(' #--49*-4:' -+'
,4(%(-'#":'*,+-4$-'%-(4&.'.,+9'-24'$+"-%")%"3'#,94:'$+"r%$-S';)-'-24'3+54,"94"-'2#('(-%&&'.#%&4:'-+'#..+,:'%-'-24'
*,+-4$-%+"'%-';#:&8'"44:('#":'2#('#&(+'.#%&4:'-+',4$+3"%(4'-24'*+(%-%54'94((#34'-2%('Q+)&:'(4":'-+'949;4,('+.'
other oppressed groups and communities in Colombia.

T-'%('2+*4:'-2#-'-24'!,(-'2#":'-4(-%9+"8'*,4(4"-4:'%"'-2%(',4*+,-'+.'-24'?@=?':4&43#-%+"'Q%&&'(4,54'#('#'94((#34'
-+'-24'A+&+9;%#"'#)-2+,%-%4(' -2#-' -24'*&%32-'+.'2)9#"',%32-(' &#Q84,('#":'+-24,'5)&"4,#;&4'3,+)*(' %(';4%"3'
9+"%-+,4:' ;8' #"' %"-4,"#-%+"#&' #):%4"$4<'024'A#,#5#"#' 2#(' %:4"-%!4:' %(()4('Q2%$2' ,4U)%,4' %994:%#-4' #":'
:4$%(%54'#$-%+"'%"'+,:4,'-+'*,454"-'.),-24,'#;)(4('#":'%('2+*4.)&'-2#-'.)-),4':4&43#-%+"('Q%&&';4'#;&4'-+'%:4"-%.8'
(%3"%!$#"-'%9*,+5494"-(<

2.2 Recommendations 
024'A#,#5#"#':4&43#-%+"'?@=?'9#J4('-24'.+&&+Q%"3',4$+994":#-%+"('-+'-24'A+&+9;%#"'3+54,"94"-'#":j+,'
+-24,'+.!$%#&(<'

In relation to lawyers and human rights defenders the Delegation strongly recommends: 

02#-'-24'A+&+9;%#"'3+54,"94"-'#":'&+$#&'#)-2+,%-%4('%9*,+54'-24'94#(),4('*,+5%:4:'-+'*,+-4$-'2)9#"',%32-('
lawyers and ensure that authorities respect the accompaniment and representation work of human rights 
lawyers;

02#-'-24'A+&+9;%#"'3+54,"94"-'#":'&+$#&'#)-2+,%-%4('-#J4'#**,+*,%#-4'94#(),4('-+'3)#,#"-44'-24'"4$4((#,8'
(#.4-8'#":'(4$),%-8'+.'#&&'&#Q84,('-+'4"#;&4'-249'-+'4G4,$%(4'-24%,'.)"$-%+"(S'#('*,+5%:4:'%"'-24'Z"%-4:'Y#-%+"('
Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers; 

02#-'-24'A+&+9;%#"'3+54,"94"-'*);&%$&8'4":+,(4'-24'*,%"$%*&4('+)-&%"4:'%"'-24'Z"%-4:'Y#-%+"('e#(%$'I,%"$%*&4('
on the Role of Lawyers; 

02#-' -24' A+&+9;%#"' 3+54,"94"-' #":' &+$#&' #)-2+,%-%4(' *);&%$&8' #$J"+Q&4:34' -24' 5#&)#;&4' Q+,J' +.' D):34(S'
&#Q84,('#":'2)9#"',%32-(':4.4":4,(S'#":'$4#(4'"43#-%54'(-#-494"-('#;+)-'&#Q84,('#":'-24'D):%$%#,8o

02#-'-24'A+&+9;%#"'3+54,"94"-'$,4#-4'-24'94$2#"%(9('.+,'#'*4,9#"4"-':%#&+3)4';4-Q44"'(-#-4'#)-2+,%-%4('
#":'2)9#"',%32-('&#Q84,(K'+,3#"%(#-%+"('#":'9+,4'34"4,#&&8'Q%-2'&#Q84,(K'&43%-%9#-4',4*,4(4"-#-%54('%"'A+&43%+('
:4'7;+3#:+(S'&#Q84,('#((+$%#-%+"('#":'-24'A+9%-4'4D4$)-%5+':4'&#'#;+3#$%#o'

02#-'#&&'9),:4,(S'#--#$J('#":'-2,4#-('#3#%"(-'&#Q84,('#":'2)9#"',%32-(':4.4":4,('#,4'%"54(-%3#-4:'%"'#'-%94&8'
and independent manner with appropriate resources and that those responsible are prosecuted promptly;

02#-'-24'A+&+9;%#"'3+54,"94"-'*);&%(2',4*+,-('+"'-24'(-#-4'+.'%"54(-%3#-%+"('%"-+'#&&'()$2'9),:4,(S'#--#$J('
and threats suffered by lawyers and human rights defenders; 

02#-'-24'A+&+9;%#"'3+54,"94"-'4(-#;&%(2'#'(*4$%#&'-4#9'Q%-2%"'-24'!($#&m#'-+'%"54(-%3#-4'-24'-2,4#-(S'#--#$J('
and killings of lawyers;  

02#-'-24'9%&%-#,8'D)(-%$4'(8(-49'.+,'-24'%"54(-%3#-%+"'#":'*,+(4$)-%+"'+.'2)9#"',%32-('#;)(4(';8'-24'9%&%-#,8'
-+Q#,:('$%5%&%#"(' %(' .)&&8'$+9*&%#"-'Q%-2' %"-4,"#-%+"#&'(-#":#,:('#":'-24' D),%(*,):4"$4'+.'-24'T"-4,W794,%$#"'
Court of Human Rights; and

02#-' -24'A+&+9;%#"'3+54,"94"-' %9*&494"-' -24' ,4$+994":#-%+"('+.' -24'ZY'1*4$%#&'\#**+,-4),'+"' -24'
T":4*4":4"$4' +.' P):34(' #":' [#Q84,(' #":' -24'ZY' 1*4$%#&' \#**+,-4),' +"' -24' 1%-)#-%+"' +.'_)9#"'\%32-('
Defenders.
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In relation to the administration of justice the delegation also strongly recommends: 

That the current administration reiterate its respect for the independence of the judiciary and, in that regard, 
*);&%$&8'Q%-2:,#Q'%-('*,+"+)"$494"-'#3#%"(-'-24':4$%(%+"'+.'P):34'P)#"':4'O%+('1+&#"+o'

02#-'-24'A+&+9;%#"'3+54,"94"-'*,+5%:4'#:4U)#-4'!"#"$%#&',4(+),$4('-+'-24'D):%$%#&'#)-2+,%-%4('-+'#&&+Q'-249'
to carry out their duties; 

02#-' -24' A+&+9;%#"' 3+54,"94"-' *,+5%:4' *,+(4$)-+,(' ,4(*+"(%;&4' .+,' 2)9#"' ,%32-(' $#(4(' Q%-2' %"$,4#(4:'
,4(+),$4('(+'-2#-'-248'2#54'#',4#&%(-%$'$#(4&+#:o'

02#-' -24' A+&+9;%#"' X+54,"94"-' )*+"' ,4U)4(-S' *,+5%:4' %".+,9#-%+"' -+' &#Q84,(' %"' A+&+9;%#' #":' +-24,'
+,3#"%(#-%+"('#;+)-'-24'94#(),4('%-'2#('-#J4"'-+':%9%"%(2'+,'4,#:%$#-4'-24'2%32'&454&('+.'%9*)"%-8o'

02#-'-24'A+&+9;%#"'X+54,"94"-':49+"(-,#-4'-24'4..4$-%54"4(('+.'94#(),4('%-'2#('-#J4"'-+'4":'%9*)"%-8'%"'
the cases of extra judicial killings and forced disappearances; 

02#-' -24'A+&+9;%#"'3+54,"94"-'*,+5%:4'().!$%4"-' .)":%"3' .+,' -24'C9;):(9#"K('C.!$4S'#-'#'"#-%+"#&'#":'
,43%+"#&'&454&S'%"'+,:4,'-+'%"$,4#(4'-24%,'$#*#$%-8'-+'$#,,8'+)-'-24%,':)-%4(o'#":

02#-'-24'A+&+9;%#"'3+54,"94"-'-#J4')*'-24'#::%-%+"#&',4$+994":#-%+"('+.'-24'(4*#,#-4&8'*);&%(24:'P):34(K'
report. 

!"#$%&'()*"#(*#+,%-).-#)++/%+#$')+%0#0/$)"1#(2%#3)+)(#(2%#0%&%1'()*"#4'5%+#(2%#6*&&*7)"1#$%-*44%"0'()*"+8#

In relation to women and sexual violence'%-'%"5%-4('-24'A+&+9;%#"'3+54,"94"-'-+'4"(),4'-24'%9*&494"-#-%+"'
+.'"4Q'&43#&'%"%-%#-%54('.+,'-24'*,+-4$-%+"'+.'-24'2%32'")9;4,'+.'Q+94"'#..4$-4:';8'-24'#,94:'$+"r%$-'#":'-+'
.)&&8'%"54(-%3#-4'-24'$#(4('+.'5%$-%9('+.'(4G)#&'5%+&4"$4<'

In relation to indigenous peoples it condemns the presence of military establishments in the indigenous 
,4(4,54('%"'5%+&#-%+"'+.'-24'$+"(-%-)-%+"#&',%32-('+.'%":%34"+)('*4+*&4('#":'$#&&('+"'-24'A+&+9;%#"'3+54,"94"-'
-+',49+54'-249<'

In relation to the Afro-Colombian communities' %-' %"5%-4('-24'A+&+9;%#"'3+54,"94"-'-+'4"(),4'-2#-'7.,+W
A+&+9;%#"'5%$-%9(S'$+99)"%-%4('#":'+,3#"%(#-%+"('#,4'#;&4'-+'*#,-%$%*#-4'%"'#":';4"4!-'.,+9'-24'%9*&494"-#-%+"'
of Law 1448 (Victims and Land Restitution) and to recognise Afro-Colombians’ right to prior consultation and 
to free, prior, and informed consent (FPIC);

In relation to the Peace Community of San Jose de Apartado it encourages the Colombian authorities to enter 
into talks with the Peace Community to recognise the community as a humanitarian zone that is neutral to the 
$+"r%$-<'024'$+99)"%-8'(2+)&:';4'#&&+Q4:'-+'3+'#;+)-'-24%,':#%&8'&%54(S'%"(%:4'#":'+)-(%:4'-24'*4#$4'$+99)"%-8S'
.,44'.,+9'-2,4#-('#":'5%+&4"$4<'024'A#,#5#"#'$#&&(')*+"'-24'A+&+9;%#"'(-#-4'-+'4(-#;&%(2'#'$+99%((%+"'-+'
%"54(-%3#-4'-24'9#((#$,4('+.'?@@RS'#('Q4&&'#('-24'2%32'&454&('+.'%9*)"%-8'.+,'-2+(4'Q2+'$+"-%")4'-+'2#,#(('#":'
attack members of the community. 

In relation to the UN Principles on Business and Human Rights it calls on the Colombian state to uphold 
these principles particularly in its dealing with multi-national companies and insist that the latter do the same.
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B<'A+"-4G-'+.'-24'?@=?'A#,#5#"#'V%(%-
024'A#,#5#"#',4-),"4:'-+'A+&+9;%#'#.-4,' -Q+'84#,('+.'I,4(%:4"-'1#"-+(K'3+54,"94"-' -+'24#,' -4(-%9+"8'+"'
the impact of new legislation such as the Victims and Land Restitution Law (Law 1448), the continued threats 
;8'*#,#9%&%-#,%4(S'494,3%"3'*4#$4'-#&J('Q%-2'-24'3)4,,%&&#('#":'-24'%"-,+:)$-%+"'+.'#'Y#-%+"#&'O454&+*94"-'I&#"'
:4(%3"4:'-+'#--,#$-'9)&-%W"#-%+"#&'$+9*#"%4('-+'%"54(-'%"'4G-,#$-%54'%":)(-,%4('%"'A+&+9;%#<

3.1 Displacement, restitution and the Victims law
!"#$%&'()*)+,-#$-./,)+-'-,..&-/.0-'(12#0#+3-&'+4-/.0-,5)-6)+)7,-./-&'03)-&'+4.8+)0$999-:'+4;-%0#<',) 

)+,)0%0#$)$-%&'++#+3-&'03)=$('&)-%0.>)(,$-/.0-,5)-)?%&.#,',#.+-./-+',20'&-0)$.20()$9@-8

The persistence of internal displacement in Colombia continues to cause extreme concern for defenders 
+.' 2)9#"' ,%32-(<'7$$+,:%"3' -+' -24' "+"W3+54,"94"-#&' +,3#"%(#-%+"'A+"()&-+,%#' I#,#' &+('O4,4$2+('_)9#"+('
8' 4&'O4(*&#d#9%4"-+' gACO_]16S' %"' ?@@NS' ?^HSB^N' *4+*&4'Q4,4' .+,$%;&8' :%(*&#$4:' .,+9'HNs'+.'A+&+9;%#"'
municipalities.9'7-'-24'-%94'Q24"'-2%('(),548'Q#('-#J4"S'-24'2%324(-',#-4('+.'.+,$4:':%(*&#$494"-'Q4,4',4$+,:4:'
%"'-24':4*#,-94"-('+.'7"-%+U)%#S'e+3+-pS'Y#,%i+S'V#&&4':4&'A#)$#S'1#"-#":4,S'F4-#S'e+&m5#,S'_)%&#'#":'Ak,:+;#<'
7&9+(-'-Q+'84#,(' &#-4,S'-24'ACO_]1',4*+,-4:'-2#-'#**,+G%9#-4&8'^NS@@@'*4+*&4'Q4,4':%(*&#$4:':),%"3'-24'
!,(-'2#&.'+.'?@==<'7&-2+)32'-2%('!3),4'9%32-';4'(44"'#('#"'%9*,+5494"-'+"'-24'?@@N'(-#-%(-%$S':4&43#-4('+"'-24'
A#,#5#"#K('?@=?'9%((%+"'Q4,4'%".+,94:'-2#-'&454&('+.':%(*&#$494"-':),%"3'-24'!,(-'84#,'+.'-24'1#"-+('3+54,"94"-'
:%:'"+-'#**4#,'-+'%":%$#-4'#"8'();(-#"-%#&'$2#"34'$+9*#,4:'Q%-2':%(*&#$494"-'&454&('+.'-24'*,4$4:%"3'84#,<'7-'
*,4(4"-'#**,+G%9#-4&8'BEs'+.'A+&+9;%#K('%"-4,"#&&8':%(*&#$4:'*4+*&4('#,4'"+-'+.!$%#&&8',43%(-4,4:S'#":'?Rs'+.'
#**&%$#-%+"('.+,'t%"-4,"#&&8':%(*&#$4:'*4,(+"K'(-#-)('2#54';44"',4D4$-4:<'1+94'+.'-24'$,%-%$#&'%(()4('#((+$%#-4:'Q%-2'
-24'*,+;&49'+.'%"-4,"#&':%(*&#$494"-'#,4'#--,%;)-4:'-+'#'(454,4'&#$J'+.'$++,:%"#-%+"';4-Q44"'-24',43%+"#&'#":'
"#-%+"#&' &454&('+.'-24'#)-2+,%-%4(',4(*+"(%;&4' .+,' %"-4,"#&&8':%(*&#$4:'*4,(+"',43%(-,#-%+"S'#('Q4&&'#('-24' &#$J'+.'
transparency in land restitution, housing and socioeconomic support. 

X%54"'-24'%"4G-,%$#;&4'&%"J';4-Q44"'&#":'#":'%"-4,"#&':%(*&#$494"-S'-24',4(-%-)-%+"'+.'&#":'-+'5%$-%9('%('#'$,)$%#&'#":'
,4$),,4"-'$+"$4,"'Q%-2%"'-24'$+"-4G-'+.'2)9#"',%32-('5%+&#-%+"('%"'A+&+9;%#<'024'V%$-%9('#":'[#":'\4(-%-)-%+"'
[#Q'g[#Q'=EE^S'P)"4'?@==6',4*,4(4"-('#'*+(%-%54'(-4*'%"'-24'1-#-4K('#$J"+Q&4:3494"-'+.'-24'4G%(-4"$4'+.'-24'
2)34' %(()4'+.':%(*&#$494"-' ,4&#-4:' -+' -24' #,94:' $+"r%$-' %"'A+&+9;%#<'024' %"-,+:)$-%+"'+.' -2%(' &#Q'#":' -24'
4(-#;&%(294"-'+.'-24'Z"%:#:':4'\4(-%-)$%k"':4'0%4,,#(10 g[#":'\4(-%-)-%+"'Z"%-6S'2#54'$,4#-4:'#'&43#&'.,#94Q+,J'
.+,'-24',4*#,#-%+"'+.'5%$-%9('#":'-24',4(-%-)-%+"'+.'&#":'.,+9'Q2%$2'5%$-%9('2#:';44"'.+,$%;&8':%(*+((4((4:<'[#Q'=EE^'
$,4#-4:'-24'A%5%&'A+),-'.+,'[#":'\4(-%-)-%+"'(*4$%!$#&&8'.+,'-24'*),*+(4'+.':4#&%"3'Q%-2'&#":',4(-%-)-%+"'$#(4(<'](-%9#-4('
+.'-24'")9;4,'+.':%(*&#$4:'*4,(+"('%"'A+&+9;%#'5#,8';)-'$+)&:';4'#('2%32'#('E<B'9%&&%+"'*4+*&4<11 The Colombian 
state’s own estimate is much lower at 360,000 families.12'Y+"4-24&4((S'#-'-24'-%94'+.'-24'A#,#5#"#K('5%(%-'+"&8'
?@S@@@'$&#%9('Q4,4';4%"3'$+"(%:4,4:<'X%54"'-24'(244,'")9;4,'+.'*+-4"-%#&'$&#%9('g%"5+&5%"3'#"8Q24,4';4-Q44"'
2.6 million and 6.8 million hectares of land)13S'-24'&%J4&%2++:'+.'-249'#&&';4%"3'*,+$4((4:S'454"'Q%-2%"'-24'"4G-'-4"'
84#,(S'%('U)4(-%+"#;&4<'7::%-%+"#&&8S'A+&+9;%#K('$),,4"-'(-#-4'+.'$+"r%$-'%('&%J4&8'-+'*,+*#3#-4'#'.),-24,'")9;4,'+.'
&#":',4(-%-)-%+"'$#(4('%"'"44:'+.',4(+&)-%+"<'V%$-%9('+.'.+,$4:':%(*&#$494"-'2#54'#&(+'4"$+)"-4,4:'#'")9;4,'+.'
%9*4:%94"-(')":4,'[#Q'=EE^S'Q%-2'*4,2#*('-24'9+(-'$+"-,+54,(%#&'*,+;&49';4%"3'-2#-'-24'&#Q'Q%&&'"+-',4-),"'&#":'
-+'5%$-%9('+.'.+,$4:':%(*&#$494"-';4-Q44"'-24'84#,('+.'=N^R'#":'=NN=S'#'*4,%+:'Q24"'.+,$4:':%(*&#$494"-'Q#('
#,3)#;&8'#-'%-('2%324(-<'>),-24,9+,4S'Q24,4'5%$-%9('2#54';44"'.+,$%;&8':%(*+((4((4:'+.'-24%,'&#":'#":'-2#-'&#":'%('"+Q'

8    Report of the Representative of the Secretary General on internally displaced persons submitted in accordance Commission resolution 1999/47,
! "#$$%&$'()!*+,-.%/!0&!$0/1.23%(%&45!6,..,78'1!(0//0,&!4,!9,.,(:02;<!=>9?)@>ABBB>CD>#$$)E<!EE!F2&'2+G!ABBB<!12+2!AD)H

9   9I?JKLMINO#!*#N#!LIJ!P=N=9QIJ!QKR#?IJ!S!=L!P=J*L#T#RO=?MI!UF2&'2+G!AV<ABEBW!XJ2.4,!=/4+24YZ03,!,!J2.4,!2.![23\,)H
 http://www.internaldisplacement.org/idmc/website/countries.nsf/(httpEnvelopes)/A7E1B7BD7528B329C12575E500525165?OpenDocument#expand

10  Land Restitution Unit, a branch of the government responsible for dealing with cases of land restitution, operating since February 2012. This Unit is  
 currently focused on working in the regions of Putumayo, Nariño, Cauca, Valle del Cauca, Tolima, Meta, Cordoba, Antioquia, Magdalena, Cesar and some  
 areas of Bolívar, Norte de Santander and Santander. The Colombian Caravana 2012 Delegation visited the Land Restitution Unit to discuss their current  
 work and objectives for the future.  

11  See http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49e492ad6.html (accessed 25 April 2013).

12  Still a Dream – Land Restitution on Colombia’s Caribbean Coast (LAWGEF and LWR) http://www.lawg.org/storage/documents/Still_a_Dream.pdf. 
 (accessed 13 May 2013).

13 X9,.,(:02!2&$!4]%!9'++%&4!*2&,+2(25![0340(/!2&$!L2&$!N%/404'40,&!L27!E@@CH<!#^9,.,(:02!UR2G!ABEAW 
 http://www.abcolombia.org.uk/downloads/Colombia_the_Current_Panorama.pdf.
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)":4,'#3,+W%":)(-,%#&':454&+*94"-S'+.-4"'5%#'.+,4%3"'!"#"$4:'$+,*+,#-4'%"%-%#-%54(S'%-'Q%&&'"+-';4',4-),"4:'-+'
-249')"&4(('-248'#3,44'-+';4$+94't#((+$%#-4(K'+.'-24'$+9*#"8'-2#-''+$$)*%4('%-<']5%:4"-&8S'A+&+9;%#K('#--49*-('
-+'#::,4(('-24'*,+;&49('+.'&#":':%(*&#$494"-'#":',4(-%-)-%+"'2#54';43)"'-+'-#J4'(2#*4'-2,+)32'-24'%"-,+:)$-%+"'
+.'[#Q'=EE^'#":'-24'"4Q&8':454&+*4:'[#":'\4(-%-)-%+"'Z"%-<'_+Q454,S'-24'U)4(-%+"'+.'*,%+,%-%(#-%+"';4-Q44"'
the rights in land or other interests of multinational corporations and those of Colombian citizens, constitutes 
#'9#D+,'$+"r%$-'+.'%"-4,4(-('.+,'-24'"#-%+"'Q2%$2'(-%&&',4U)%,4(',4(+&)-%+"<

I4#$4'A+99)"%-8'1#"'P+(4'O4'7*#,-#:+'
024'I4#$4'A+99)"%-8'+.'1#"'P+(l':4'7*#,-#:k'%('$+9*+(4:'+.'#'3,+)*'+.'.#,94,('Q2+'Q4,4':%(*&#$4:'.,+9'
-24%,'&#":('#":'Q2+'2#54'-#J4"'#'"4)-,#&'*+(%-%+"'%"'-24'#,94:'$+"r%$-<'F49;4,('+.'-24'$+99)"%-8'#(J'-2#-'
they be kept safe from armed groups, and are recognised by the Constitutional Court as a community in need 
+.'*,+-4$-%+"<'T-'%('#$$+9*#"%4:';8'A+,*+,#$%+"'A+&4$-%5+':4'7;+3#:+('P+(4'7&54#,'\4(-,*+'gAA7P7\6'#":'
+-24,':4.4":4,(<'024'$+99)"%-8K(',4(%(-#"$4'-+'-24'#,94:'$+"r%$-'#":'-+'#&&'#--49*-('-+':4(-,+8'%-'g9#"8'+.'
Q2%$2'#,4'5%+&4"-6',4*,4(4"-('+"4'+.'-24'9+(-'%9*+,-#"-'4G#9*&4('.+,'2)9#"',%32-(':4.4":4,('%"'A+&+9;%#<

O4&43#-4('+.'-24'A+&+9;%#"'A#,#5#"#'5%(%-4:'-24'*4#$4'$+99)"%-8'Q%-2'-24'#%9'+.'%"54(-%3#-%"3'-24'*,+;&49('
.#$4:';8'.#,94,('Q2+'Q4,4':%(*&#$4:'.,+9'-24%,'&#":<'F49;4,('2#54',4*+,-4:'-2#-'-24'*4,(4$)-%+"'+.'-24'
community continues with near daily harassment, campaigns of defamation through the media at the local 
#":'"#-%+"#&'&454&(S'#":'#"'4$+"+9%$'49;#,3+'-2#-'*,454"-('3++:('.,+9'4"-4,%"3'-24'$+99)"%-8<'T".+,9#-%+"'
,4&#-%"3'-+'%"$,4#(4('%"'*#,#9%&%-#,8'*,4(4"$4S':%(*&#$494"-'#":'-24'*,4((),%(#-%+"'+.'&+$#&'*4+*&4'-+'3%54')*'
their land has also been disclosed to delegates.  

024'$+99)"%-8'2#('(#%:'-2#-'%-'Q%&&'+"&8',4$+994"$4':%#&+3)4'Q%-2'-24'3+54,"94"-'+"'$+":%-%+"'-2#-/'-24'
1-#-4',4($%":('%-('(-#-494"-'-2#-'-24'$+99)"%-8'%('&%"J4:'-+'3)4,,%&&#'3,+)*(o'-24'*+&%$4'(-#-%+"'%('9+54:'.,+9'
%-('&+$#-%+"'"4#,;8'#":'-24'1-#-4',4(*4$-('-24'$+99)"%-8'#('#'2)9#"%-#,%#"'d+"4'#":'*4#$4#;&4'(4--&494"-<'
The community has also expressed plans to establish a medical centre and a school and would like the farmers’ 
944-%"3'*+%"-'-+';4',4(*4$-4:<''>%"#&&8S'-24'3,+)*'Q+)&:'&%J4'#'$+99%((%+"'-+'%"54(-%3#-4'Q28'D)(-%$4'2#('"+-'
;44"'.)&!&&4:'.+&&+Q%"3'-24'9#((#$,4'+"'?H-2'O4$49;4,S'?@@R<14  

 

B<?'F%"%"3'#":'4G-,#$-%54'%":)(-,%4(
!A.+$)12)+()$-./-62$#+)$$-.%)0',#.+$-'//)(,-,5)-#+,)0)$,$-./-$.(#),B-999-,50.235-#*%'(,$-.+-,5)-+',20'& 

)+<#0.+*)+,C-#*%'(,$-.+-,5)-&#<)&#5..4-./-%).%&)-'+4-#*%'(,$-.+-,0'4#,#.+$C-(2&,20)-'+4-$.(#'&-(.+$,02(,#.+$9@15

024'A+&+9;%#"'Y#-%+"#&'O454&+*94"-'I&#"'?@=@W?@=E'%('#'*+&%$8' %9*&494"-4:';8'-24'1-#-4'X+54,"94"-'
#":'-24'Y#-%+"#&'I&#""%"3'O4*#,-94"-'%"'-24'(4$),%-8'#":':4.4"$4S'4$+"+98S'4"5%,+"94"-#&'9#"#3494"-'#":'
$%-%d4"'*#,-%$%*#-%+"'(4$-+,('+.'A+&+9;%#<'02%(' %"%-%#-%54'2#('4(-#;&%(24:'9%"%"3'#":'-24'4G-,#$-%+"'+.'"#-),#&'
,4(+),$4('#('#'9#D+,':,%54,'+.'-24'$+)"-,8K('4$+"+9%$'3,+Q-2S')":4,'-24'(-#-4K('#((4,-4:'*,49%(4'+.';,%"3%"3'
*,+(*4,%-8S'9+,4'D+;(S'&4(('*+54,-8'#":'%"$,4#(4:'(4$),%-8<'O4&43#-4('.+)":'-2#-'-24'")9;4,'+.'&%$4"(4('Q2%$2'
Q4,4' #**,+54:' .+,' 3+&:' #":' $+#&' 4G-,#$-%+"' ,+(4' .,+9'=@R' %"' ?@@@' -+' =S=EE' %"' ?@=@' #":' -2#-' ;8' ?@=@S'
according to an estimate by the Colombian Comptroller General, almost 60% of Colombian territory was 
either under concession or had applications pending. Reportedly, there are plans to double coal exports, triple 
the mining areas of the country, and quadruple gold exports. 

A#,#5#"#':4&43#-4('Q2+'%"54(-%3#-4:'-24'%(()4('(),,+)":%"3'-24'9%"%"3'#":'4G-,#$-%54'%":)(-,%4(',4$4%54:'9#"8'
,4*+,-(' +.' (%3"%!$#"-' $+"r%$-(' #,%(%"3' +"' -24' +"4' 2#":' .,+9'A+&+9;%#K(' *+&%$8' :%,4$-%+"' -+' 4G*#":' "#-),#&'
,4(+),$4'4G-,#$-%+"'-2,+)32'.+,4%3"':%,4$-'%"54(-94"-S'#":'+"'-24'+-24,'2#":'.,+9'4G%(-%"3'A+&+9;%#"'&#Q('

14  See http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/campaigners-jam-faxes-support-colombia-peace-community-2012-02-21. 
E_!!!X9,+1,+24%!J,302.!N%/1,&/0:0.04G!0&!4]%!R0&0&Z!O&$'/4+GH<!?242.02!S2`,a.%a2<!#/]Z24%!*':.0/]0&Z!9,(12&G!UKJ#!ABB_W)
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which protect the rights of indigenous and Afro-Caribbean peoples on whose lands mineral resources are 
found.16'7'Q%:4"%"3' 3#*' $+"-%")4(' -+' (4*#,#-4' -24'*,+3,4((%54'A+&+9;%#"':+94(-%$' &43%(&#-%+"S'Q2%$2'Q#('
4"#$-4:'-+'*,+-4$-'4"5%,+"94"-#&'#":'%":%34"+)(',%32-(S'.,+9'-24'&#$J'+.'4..4$-%54'%9*&494"-#-%+"';8'-2+(4'(-#-4'
%"(-%-)-%+"(',4(*+"(%;&4'.+,'4".+,$494"-'+.'-24'&43%(&#-%+"<'A#,#5#"#':4&43#-4('Q4,4'-+&:'-2#-'-2%('*,+-4$-%+"'
:4!$%-'%('4G#$4,;#-4:';8'4$+"+9%$'*+&%$%4('Q2%$2'3%54'*,%+,%-8'-+'4G-,#$-%54'%":)(-,%4('%"'#,4#('Q2%$2'#,4'-24'
home of indigenous populations.17 The current regulatory frameworks for the exploration and the extraction 
(-#34('+.'#'9%"%"3'*,+D4$-'"+Q'%"5+&54'4"5%,+"94"-#&'#((4((94"-'#":'#)-2+,%(#-%+"'.+,'-24'4G-,#$-%+"'*2#(4'
#&+"4S'454"'-2+)32'%"%-%#&'4G*&+,#-%+"'+*4,#-%+"('$#"'$#)(4'(4,%+)('4"5%,+"94"-#&':#9#34<

O4&43#-4('Q2+'(*+J4'-+',4*,4(4"-#-%54('+.'%":%34"+)('$+99)"%-%4('#":'-24%,'&#Q84,('Q4,4'#:5%(4:'-2#-'9%"%"3'
operations take place on the lands of affected indigenous peoples without the free, prior and informed consent 
+.' #..4$-4:' *+*)&#-%+"(S' +,' 454"' *,%+,' $+"()&-#-%+"<' A249%$#&(S' 4(*4$%#&&8'94,$),8S' )(4:' :),%"3' -24'9%"%"3'
*,+$4(('+.-4"'*+&&)-4',%54,('#":'&#":S'#..4$-%"3'-24'24#&-2'+.'-24'&+$#&'*4+*&4'#":'-24%,'#3,%$)&-),#&'*,+:)$-(<'
7('#',4()&-'+.'-24'#:54,(4'4..4$-('+"'-24%,'#"$4(-,#&'&#":(S'9%"%"3'2#('#'"43#-%54'%9*#$-'+"'-24'$)&-),#&',%32-('
#":'(),5%5#&'+.'%":%34"+)('*+*)&#-%+"('#(':%(-%"$-%54'*4+*&4(<'F+,4+54,S'%"'-24%,'4":4#5+),('-+')*2+&:'-24(4'
rights, indigenous peoples and their leaders frequently face threats and attacks on their most fundamental 
,%32-(<'X%54"'-24'(%3"%!$#"-'#":'*,+D4$-4:')*(),34' %"'-24'3,+Q-2'+.' -24'9%"%"3'#":'4G-,#$-%54' %":)(-,8S' -24'
foregoing trends raise serious concerns about the failure of the Colombian state to protect the human rights 
and constitutional rights of its indigenous peoples.

16  Under Colombian law, communities affected by proposed mining activities are entitled to be consulted about the proposals. On top of this, the  
 free, prior and informed consent of communities is required before any permission to explore or extract from the land is granted. 
 See http://www.ilo.org/indigenous/Conventions/no169/lang--en/index.htm (accessed 25 April 2013) and 
! ]4415>>0&4%+3,&40&%&42.3+G),+Z>3,.,(:02&83,'+483,&-+(/80&!$0Z%&,'/81%,1.%/8+0Z]484,86+%%81+0,+82&$80&6,+(%$83,&/%&4>!U233%//%$!A_!#1+0.!ABEDW)

17  See below within this Context section for more on indigenous peoples.

Caravanistas meet with people affected by mining in Nariño
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3.3   Indigenous peoples
!999D)00#,.0B-#$-0)(.3+#$)4-'+4-2+4)0$,..4-'$-'-/2+4'*)+,'&-%'0,-./-,5)#0-(2&,20)C-$%#0#,2'&-&#/)C 

#+,)30#,B-'+4-'2,.+.*.2$-4)<)&.%*)+,9@18

T":%34"+)('*4+*&4('%"'A+&+9;%#'$+9*,%(4'+"4'+.'-24'(+$%#&'(4$-+,('9+(-'#..4$-4:';8'2)9#"',%32-('5%+&#-%+"(<'
Z":4,'A+&+9;%#"'&#QS'%":%34"+)('*4+*&4('2#54'#'")9;4,'+.'$+"(-%-)-%+"#&',%32-('%"$&):%"3'*,%+,'$+"()&-#-%+"o'
and the rights to free, prior and informed consent to be obtained before decisions are taken that affect their 
&#":(<'024(4',%32-('2#54';44"')*24&:';8'-24'A+&+9;%#"'A+"(-%-)-%+"#&'A+),-'%"'#'")9;4,'+.'$#(4(<'_+Q454,S'
#$$+,:%"3'-+'-24'ZY'1*4$%#&'\#**+,-4),'+"'-24'\%32-('+.'T":%34"+)('I4+*&4(S'%":%34"+)('*4+*&4('#,4'()..4,%"3'
a#&#,9%"3'*#--4,"('+.'.+,$4:':%(*&#$494"-h<'_+9%$%:4'#":'&#$J'+.'.++:'#,4'#&(+'#9+"3'#'(4,%4('+.'*,4((%"3'
*,+;&49(S'*,%9#,%&8':)4'-+'-24'$+)"-,8K('$+"-%")%"3'#,94:'$+"r%$-<19

024'A#,#5#"#':4&43#-%+"',4$4%54:' %".+,9#-%+"'#;+)-'#$-%5%-%4('Q2%$2'#,4'+.-4"'$#,,%4:'+)-'$+"-,#,8'-+'-24'
constitutionally protected land rights of indigenous peoples. They were told that members of the mining and 
4G-,#$-%54'%":)(-,%4('2#:'*,45%+)(&8'#,,%54:'+"'%":%34"+)('-4,,%-+,%4(S'#,94:'Q%-2'$+"$4((%+"('3,#"-4:';8'-24'
3+54,"94"-';)-'Q%-2+)-' #"8'*,%+,' $+"()&-#-%+"'2#5%"3' -#J4"'*&#$4'Q%-2' -24' $+99)"%-%4(<'F+,4+54,S' (+94'
$+99)"%-%4('Q4,4'"+-'454"'#Q#,4'-2#-'-248'2#:'-24',%32-'-+';4'$+"()&-4:<'7::%-%+"#&'*,+;&49('#,%(4'Q24,4'
%":%34"+)('$+99)"%-%4('2#54'"+':+$)94"-#-%+"'-2#-',4$+3"%(4('-24%,'&43#&'-%-&4'-+'-24%,'#"$4(-,#&'&#":(S'Q2%$2'
$#"';4'4G-,494&8':%.!$)&-'-+'+;-#%"<'

Members of the delegation spent a large amount of time focusing on issues related to the indigenous 
*+*)&#-%+"(S' 4(*4$%#&&8' %"' -24':4*#,-94"-'+.'Y#,%i+S'Q24,4'BBs'+.' -24' ,43%+"' %(' $+9*+(4:'+.' %":%34"+)('
*4+*&4(<'V%+&#-%+"(' #3#%"(-' -24' %":%34"+)(' $+99)"%-%4(' %"' -24' ,43%+"' %"$&):4/' 5#,%+)(' .+,9('+.' 5%+&4"$4' ;8'
%&&43#&'#,94:'3,+)*(o'(4&4$-%54'9),:4,(o'9#((#$,4(o'.+,$4:':%(#**4#,#"$4(o'9#((%54':%(*&#$494"-'#":'%":%5%:)#&'
:%(*&#$494"-(o'(4G)#&'#((#)&-('#3#%"(-'Q+94"o'-2,4#-('-+'&4#:4,(o'.)9%3#-%+"('g+.'$+$#'!4&:(S'Q2%$2'#..4$-'+-24,'
$,+*(' %"' -24' 5%$%"%-86o' $#()#&-%4(' .,+9' &#":'9%"4(o' #":' $+99)"%-%4(' ;4$+9%"3' *4""4:W%"' ;4-Q44"' !32-%"3'
armed groups. It is concerning that many members of these communities undergo forced recruitment to 
both guerrilla and paramilitary groups, the latter of whose presence is particularly prominent. Members of the 
2012 delegation found that a large military base exists in the area of land inhabited by the Pasto indigenous 
peoples. This point was raised at a meeting with the Ministry of Defence upon the group’s return to Bogotá. 
024'F%"%(-,8'+.'O4.4"$4'+.!$%#&'*,4(4"-'#-'-24'944-%"3'$&#%94:'-248':%:'"+-'J"+Q'#"8-2%"3'#;+)-'%-<024,4'%('
a scarcity of legal representation (because of threats and attacks on lawyers and the lack of awareness among 
the indigenous groups of their rights), which results in claims not being pursued within procedural time limits. 
_4"$4S'9#"8'$#(4('Q%-2%"'-24',49%-'+.'%":%34"+)(',%32-('5%+&#-%+"('#,4'"+-'454"'3,#"-4:'-24'+**+,-)"%-8'-+'
enter the judicial system.

18  Art 40, Decree 4635, Victims Law 1448. 
19 United Nations General Assembly (January 8, 2010) “La situación de los pueblos indígenas en Colombia: seguimiento a las recomendaciones  
! ]%3]2/!1,+!%.!N%.24,+!=/1%302.!2&4%+0,+)H!
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3.4 The Paramilitaries
024'A#,#5#"#',4*+,-4:'+"'-24'$+"-%")4:'4G%(-4"$4'+.'*#,#9%&%-#,8'3,+)*(' %"'?@@^'#":'#3#%"' %"'?@=@<'024'
demobilisation process which took place between 2003 and 2006 was designed to dismantle the umbrella 
*#,#9%&%-#,8'+,3#"%(#-%+"S' -24'7ZA'g7)-+:4.4"(#('Z"%:#(':4'A+&+9;%#6<'_+Q454,S' -2%('*,+$4(('Q#('r#Q4:'
%"' -Q+' (%3"%!$#"-' Q#8(<' ' >%,(-&8S' %-' .#%&4:' -+' 54,%.8' -24' %:4"-%-8' +.' %":%5%:)#&(' *#,-%$%*#-%"3' %"' :49+;%&%(#-%+"'
ceremonies. This resulted in widespread fraud, whereby people were paid to stand in the place of actual 
949;4,('+.'-24'7ZA<'A+"(4U)4"-&8'9#"8'949;4,('+.'-24'7ZA',49#%"4:'9+;%&%d4:<'14$+":&8S'-24'*,+$4(('
.#%&4:' -+' %"54(-%3#-4S' %:4"-%.8' #":' (2)-' :+Q"' -24' $,%9%"#&' #$-%5%-%4('Q2%$2' 24&*4:' -+' .)":' -24'7ZA' #":' %-('
subsidiaries. The demobilisation process therefore ultimately resulted in the restructuring of the paramilitary 
+,3#"%(#-%+"'%"-+'()$$4((+,'3,+)*(S'+,'"4+W*#,#9%&%-#,%4(<'T"'?@=?'-24'A#,#5#"#'#3#%"'24#,:'45%:4"$4'+.'-24(4'
()$$4((+,'3,+)*(S'()$2'#('[+('\#(-,+D+('%"'Y#,%i+'#":'[+('Z,#;4i+('%"'F4:4&&m"<'

1%"$4'?@@^'-24'A+&+9;%#"'(-#-4'2#('$+"(%(-4"-&8',4.4,,4:'-+'-24'"4Q'34"4,#-%+"'+.'*#,#9%&%-#,%4('#('e7A\TF'
(Bandas Criminales Emergentes). This has been a conscious effort to draw attention away from the paramilitaries’ 
*+&%-%$#&'&%"J('-+'.+$)('+"'-24%,'$,%9%"#&'#$-%5%-%4('#":'2#('#&&+Q4:'-24'A+&+9;%#"'(-#-4'-+'$+"-%")#&&8':4"8'-2#-'
organised paramilitary groups are still in existence. It is beyond question that many of the successor groups, like 
-24'7ZA';4.+,4'-249S'4"3#34'%"':,)3'-,#.!$J%"3<'T-'%('454"'()334(-4:'-2#-'%"'*&#$4('()$2'#('-24'.#,'(+)-2'Q4(-'+.'
Y#,%i+'*#,#9%&%-#,8'3,+)*('#,4'$++*4,#-%"3'Q%-2'-24'>7\A'g>)4,d#('7,9#:#('\45+&)$%+"#,%#(':4'A+&+9;%#620   
#":' -24' ][Y' g]Dl,$%-+' :4' [%;4,#$%k"'Y#$%+"#&621 for the purposes of the production and distribution of 
$+$#%"4<''_+Q454,S'-24'2%(-+,%$'*+&%-%$#&'#":'%:4+&+3%$#&'$+"r%$-';4-Q44"'-24'*#,#9%&%-#,%4('#":'-24'3)4,,%&&#('
,49#%"('#'*,+;&49<'024'A#,#5#"#',4$4%54:',4*+,-('+.'*4,%+:%$'#,94:'$+"r%$-';4-Q44"'*#,#9%&%-#,8' .+,$4('
and the guerrillas as well as reports of lawyers, campaigners, trade unionists and many others, threatened by 
*#,#9%&%-#,8'3,+)*('.+,';4%"3'949;4,('+.S'+,'$+&&):%"3'Q%-2S'-24'3)4,,%&&#(<'>+,'4G#9*&4S'-24'A#,#5#"#'Q#('3%54"'
45%:4"$4'-2#-'%"'F#,$2'?@=?'[+('\#(-,+D+('%(()4:'#"'%"5%-#-%+"'-+'#((#((%"#-4'P+(4'_)9;4,-+'0+,,4('g#'2)9#"'
rights lawyer in Barranquilla), by offering a bounty of $120,000.

>+,'$+99)"%-%4('$#)32-'%"'-24'$,+((!,4S'#":'.+,'-24'2)9#"',%32-(':4.4":4,('#":'&#Q84,('Q2+'#:5+$#-4'.+,'
-249S'-24'*,4(4"$4'#":'$+"-%")4:'-2,4#-4"%"3'$+":)$-'+.'-24'*#,#9%&%-#,%4(' %('#&&'-++'45%:4"-<'[#Q84,('#":'
2)9#"',%32-(':4.4":4,('.,4U)4"-&8',4$4%54':4#-2'-2,4#-('(%3"4:'+..';8'()$$4((+,'3,+)*('()$2'#('73)%&#('Y43,#('
#":'[+('\#(-,+D+(';8'-4&4*2+"4S'-4G-'94((#34S'49#%&S'&4#r4-('#":'Q,%--4"'&4--4,(<'T"'P)&8'?@=?'-2,4#-('.,+9'#'
3,+)*'(-8&%"3'%-(4&.'#('-24'a7"-%W\4(-%-)-%+"'7,98h'Q4,4'(4"-'4"'9#((4'-+'&#Q84,('Q2+'#((%(-'5%$-%9('(44J%"3'
-24',4(-%-)-%+"'+.'-24%,'&#":(<'I4,(+"#&'-2,4#-(':4&%54,4:'.#$4W-+W.#$4'-+'&#Q84,('%"'e#,,#"U)%&&#',#%(4:'-24'.4#,'
#":'5%+&4"$4'+.' -24(4' -2,4#-(' -+' #'"4Q' &454&<'024'A+&+9;%#"' (-#-4K(' .#%&),4' -+' %"54(-%3#-4' #":'*,+(4$)-4' #'
&#,34'")9;4,'+.'-24(4'$#(4(S'#&+"3'Q%-2'-24'&+Q'&454&'+.'$+"5%$-%+"('+;-#%"4:'%"'-24'$#(4('Q2%$2'2#54';44"'
*,+(4$)-4:S'94#"('-2#-'-24,4'%('54,8'&%--&4',4(-,#%"-'+"'-24(4'*#,#9%&%-#,8'#$-%5%-%4(<'

20 !#!9,.,(:02&!R2+b0/48L%&0&0/4!+%a,.'40,&2+G!Z'%++0..2!,+Z2&0/240,&!0&a,.a%$!0&!4]%!3,&40&'0&Z!9,.,(:02&!2+(%$!3,&c034!/0&3%!Ede@)!!!!!

21  The National Liberation Army existing in Colombia since 1964. 

9'$'3'")+('+#'(#(2%#:*3%$"*$;+#<6.-%#)"#='$)>*
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3.5 Violation of prisoners’ rights
!D5)-4),'#+))$-'0)-)?%.$)4-,.-<#.&',#.+$-./-,5)#0-%)0$.+'&-$'/),B-#+-,5)-70$,-5.20$-./-,5)#0-4),)+,#.+C-'$-'-*)(5'+#$*-
,.-3),-#+/.0*',#.+-.0-'-(.+/)$$#.+C-'$-'-*)'+$-./-%2+#$5*)+,-.0-,.-*'#+,'#+-(.+,0.&-./-,5)-)$,'6&#$5*)+,9@-22

0+,-),4'%('#'2)9#"',%32-('5%+&#-%+"'-2#-'%('*,#$-%(4:'%"$,4#(%"3&8'%"'*,%(+"('#":':4-4"-%+"'$4"-,4('-2,+)32+)-'
A+&+9;%#<'024'*4,*4-,#-+,('+.'-24(4'#$-('+.'-+,-),4'#,4',4*+,-4:&8'3)#,:('#":'+.!$%#&('.,+9'-24'*,%(+"(S'#&-
-2+)32'-24,4'#,4'#&(+'$#(4('%"'Q2%$2'-24'#,98'#":'*+&%$4'2#54'#&&434:&8'$+99%--4:'-24'5%+&#-%+"(<'024'*,#$-%$4'
+.'*(8$2+&+3%$#&'-+,-),4S'Q2%$2'%('#&(+')(4:S'-#J4('-24'.+,9'+.'(+&%-#,8'$+"!"494"-S'-2,4#-(S'*,4((),4'+"'.#9%&8'
949;4,(S'#":'(%9)&#-4:'4G4$)-%+"(<'024(4'*,#$-%$4('#,4'#33,#5#-4:';8'(*4$%!$'*,%(+"'*+&%$%4(<'C.'*#,-%$)&#,'
concern are policies that place restrictions on the communications of the prisoners with their lawyers and 
implement the elimination of prisoners’ human rights committees. 

C,3#"%(#-%+"('-2#-'*,+5%:4'&43#&'(4,5%$4('-+'*,%(+"'%"9#-4('#,4'(-%39#-%(4:'#":'2#,#((4:'.+,'-24%,'2)9#"',%32-('
Q+,J<'̀ 24"'-24(4'+,3#"%(#-%+"(',4.4,'-+'+.!$%#&':+$)94"-('-2#-'*,+5%:4'45%:4"$4'+.'#$-('+.'-+,-),4'#":'2)9#"'
,%32-('5%+&#-%+"('-248'#,4'+.-4"'#$$)(4:';8'-24'1-#-4'+.'.#&(%.8%"3'-24(4':+$)94"-('%"'#"'#--49*-'-+')":4,9%"4'
-24'$,4:%;%&%-8'+.';+-2'-24'45%:4"$4'#":'-24'+,3#"%(#-%+"<'7::%-%+"#&&8S'45%:4"$4'%(',4*4#-4:&8'(-+&4"'+,':4(-,+84:'
#":'%"'(+94'$#(4('$,%9%"#&'*,+$44:%"3('#,4';,+)32-'#3#%"(-'-24'2)9#"',%32-('&#Q84,('-249(4&54(<'

T"'?@=@S'A+&+9;%#'Q#(',4*+,-4:'-+'2#54'#'-+-#&'+.'=BN'*,%(+"('#":':4-4"-%+"'$4"-,4(S'Q%-2'$#*#$%-8'.+,'#**,+G-
imately 55,042 inmates.23'_+Q454,S':4&43#-4('.+)":'-2#-'#-'*,4(4"-'#**,+G%9#-4&8'===S@@@'*4+*&4'#,4'%"$#,-
$4,#-4:'%"'%-('*,%(+"(<'>,+9'#'5%(%-'-+'-24'Y#-%+"#&'I,%(+"'T"(-%-)-4'gTYI]A6'%-'Q#('+;(4,54:'-2#-'+54,$,+Q:%"3'
in prisons is one of the major underlying problems within the incarceration system in Colombia. A health crisis 
%('*,45#&4"-'Q%-2%"'-24'9#D+,%-8'+.'-24'*,%(+"('-2,+)32+)-'-24'$+)"-,8'#":':%(4#(4('()$2'#('-);4,$)&+(%('#,4',%.4<'
7&-2+)32'TYI]A'#$J"+Q&4:34:'-24'&#$J'+.'94:%$#&',4(+),$4('#":'-,4#-94"-'#5#%&#;&4'-+'%"9#-4(S'-24'T"(-%-)-4'
$&#%9('-+'+"&8'9#%"-#%"'$+"-,+&'+54,'-24'(4$-+,('+.'$)(-+:8'#":',42#;%&%-#-%+"'(%"$4'?@=@S'#":'-2#-'-24,4.+,4'
-24'%"(-%-)-%+"'$+)&:':+'"+-2%"3'-+'#&&45%#-4'-24'*++,'24#&-2'#":'(#.4-8'$+":%-%+"(<''

>),-24,'$+9*&#%"-('&+:34:'Q%-2'-24'A#,#5#"#'%"'7)3)(-'?@=?'%"$&):4:'-24'&#$J'+.'()**+,-'3%54"'-+'%"9#-4('%"'
,4(*4$-'+.'-24%,'-,#"(.4,',4U)4(-('-+';4'"4#,4,'-+'.,%4":('#":'.#9%&8<'TYI]A'4G*&#%"4:'-2#-'#&-2+)32'-24'T"(-%-)-4'
2#:S'+.'%-('+Q"'#$$+,:S'9#:4'(454,#&'-,#"(.4,(S'-248'Q4,4'"+-',4U)%,4:'4%-24,';8'&#Q'+,'*+&%$8'-+'#$-'+"'-24(4'
,4U)4(-(<'024'$&#((%!$#-%+"'+.'%"9#-4('Q%-2%"'*,%(+"('2#(';44"'Q%:4&8'$,%-%$%(4:'#(';4%"3'*,+;&49#-%$S'.+,'4G#9-
ple where political prisoners are placed in the same wing as paramilitary prisoners. Delegates were informed 
-2#-'t*+&%-%$#&'*,%(+"4,(K'#,4'"+-'#'$&#((%!$#-%+"'#":'-2#-'*,%(+"4,('$#"'+"&8';4'$#-43+,%(4:'#$$+,:%"3'-+'-24'&#Q<'''''

O4&43#-4(',4$4%54:',4*+,-('-2#-'-24';#(%$'*4"#&',43%94'%"':4-4"-%+"'$4"-,4('2#(';44"'$2#"34:<'Y+'$+"()&-#-%+"'
4G%(-(';4-Q44"' %"9#-4(' #":'#)-2+,%-%4(' #":' -24,4' %(' "+'#:4U)#-4'*,+5%(%+"'+,' %".,#(-,)$-),4' %"' ,4(*4$-'+.'
24#&-2$#,4S' -,#"(.4,' ,4U)4(-(' #":':%..4,4"-%#-%+"' %"'*,%(+"4,' $&#((%!$#-%+"<'F)$2'+.' -24' &#$J'+.':454&+*94"-'
of these prisons is attributable to the low budget on which the system operates and, until more funds are 
injected into the system, the conditions of incarceration centres in Colombia will almost certainly continue 
to deteriorate.  

22  9IROJOf?!9ILIR^O#?#!P=!FKNOJM#J!U#1+0.!AA<!ABEBW!XJ04'230g&!$%!$%+%3],/!]'(2&,/!G!$%+%3],!]'(2&042+0,!%&!9,.,(:02)H!!

23  hK?P#9OI?!L#TIJ!P=!POi?OP#P!U#1+0.!E_<ABEBW!XJ04'230g&!$%!.2/!G!.,/!1+%/,/!1,.0403,/!%&!9,.,(:02)H
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3.6  Persecution of other groups
3.6.1 Trade unionists

!A.&.*6#'-5'$-6)(.*)-,5)-(.2+,0B-85)0)-4)/)+4#+3-8.0E)0$F-/2+4'*)+,'&-0#35,$-*)'+$C 
8#,5-30)',)0-%0.6'6#&#,B-,5'+-#+-'+B-.,5)0-(.2+,0BC-'-4)',5-$)+,)+()9@-24

Colombia has a lamentable history of attacks on trade unions, with around 3000 trade unionists killed in 
-24'&#(-'?R'84#,(<'T"'-24'!,(-'4%32-'9+"-2('+.'?@=?S'E^'-,#:4')"%+"%(-('Q4,4'J%&&4:<25 One of the largest public 
4"-4,*,%(4(' )"%+"(' %"' A+&+9;%#' %(' 1TY0\7]F1O]1' g1%":%$#-+' :4'0,#;#D#:+,4(' 8' ]9*&4#:+(' :4' 14,5%$%+('
In;&%$+('7)-k"+9+('4'T"(-%-)-+('O4($4"-,#&%d#:+(':4'A+&+9;%#6<'F49;4,('+.'-24'?@=?':4&43#-%+"'94-'Q%-2'
(454,#&'$2#*-4,('+.'-24')"%+"'%"'F4:4&&m"'-+':%($)(('-24'5%+&#-%+"('4":),4:';8'9#"8'+.'%-('949;4,('#":'-24'
(454,4'*,4((),4')":4,'Q2%$2'-,#:4')"%+"('+*4,#-4<

7'*#,-%$)&#,'$),,4"-'*,+;&49'4G*,4((4:'-+'-24'?@=?'A#,#5#"#';8'1TY0\7]F1O]1'%('-24'%"#:4U)#-4'+,'"+"W
4G%(-4"-' *,+-4$-%+"' *,+5%:4:' -+' -2,4#-4"4:' )"%+"%(-(<'7::%-%+"#&&8S' Q24,4' *4,(+"#&' +,' (4"(%-%54' %".+,9#-%+"'
is disclosed by trade unionists during an application for protection measures, there are concerns that it is 
appropriated and used to persecute the applicant. Trade union members also expressed concerns about the 
:4&%54,8'+.'*,+-4$-%+"'94#(),4('-2,+)32'*,%5#-4'$+9*#"%4('Q%-2'*+-4"-%#&'&%"J('-+'#,94:'3,+)*(<'

024'$+":%-%+"('+.'Q+,J4,('Q4,4':4($,%;4:'#(';4%"3'%"'#'*,%9%-%54'(-#-4'#":'#('4G*&+%-#-%54'%"'"#-),4<'A+"-,#$-('
.+,'Q+,J'#,4'+.-4"'+"&8'+..4,4:'.+,'#'54,8'(2+,-'*4,%+:'+.'-%94<'7'.4#-),4'+.'-24(4'$+"-,#$-('%('-2#-'49*&+844('
$#""+-'#.!&%#-4'Q%-2')"%+"(S'-24,4;8'.),-24,'Q4#J4"%"3'-24')"%+"'9+5494"-'#":';,4#$2%"3'-24'$+"(-%-)-%+"#&'
right to trade union association in Colombia.

In October 2011, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights held a hearing regarding the continued, 
:4&%;4,#-4'#":'(8(-49#-%$'5%+&#-%+"'+.'&#;+),'#":'2)9#"',%32-('%"'A+&+9;%#'#('#'5%+&#-%+"'%"-4,'#&%#'+.'7,-%$&4'
=H' g>,44:+9'+.'7((+$%#-%+"6'+.' -24'794,%$#"'A+"54"-%+"'+"'_)9#"'\%32-(S' #('Q4&&' #(':49+"(-,#-%"3' -2#-'
-24'1-#-4K('*,+-4$-%+"'*,+3,#994'.+,'-,#:4')"%+"'949;4,('%('%"().!$%4"-<26 As part of the submissions in this 
24#,%"3'-24'*4-%-%+"4,('#,3)4:'-2#-'-24'1-#-4'2#:'.#%&4:'-+'%"$,4#(4'%-('%"54(-%3#-%+"('%"-+'#$-('+.'5%+&4"$4'#3#%"(-'
-,#:4')"%+"'949;4,(S'#":'-2#-'-24'#$-('+.'5%+&4"$4'#,4'.+&&+Q4:';8'%9*)"%-8<'

3.6.2 Afro-Colombian communities
The situation of many Afro-Colombian communities in both rural regions - such as Chocó - and urban areas to 
Q2%$2'-248'2#54'+.-4"';44"':%(*&#$4:'W'()$2'#('q)%;%:kS'1)#,4dS'e)4"#54"-),#S'A#,-#34"#'#":'A#&%'W'$#"'+"&8';4'
:4($,%;4:'#('$,%-%$#&<'Z":4,'-24'1#"-+('#:9%"%(-,#-%+"'-2%('*#"+,#9#'2#('"+-'$2#"34:<'T"'-24'!,(-'(%G'9+"-2('+.'
2011, the number of cases of abuses against ethnic groups increased by 38% compared with the same period 
in 2010.27

A range of problems are faced by the members of this sector of Colombian society, which largely results from 
;4%"3'%"'-24'9%::&4'+.'-24'#,94:'$+"r%$-S'$#)32-';4-Q44"'-24'5%+&4"-'#$-%5%-%4('+.';+-2'-24'3)4,,%&&#('#":'-24'
paramilitaries. People in this community are displaced, their children are recruited by armed groups and women 
#,4'();D4$-4:'-+'(4G)#&'5%+&4"$4<'T"'#'944-%"3'Q%-2',4*,4(4"-#-%54('+.'-24'7.,+WA+&+9;%#"'$+99)"%-8'%"'Y#,%i+S'
*#,-%$)&#,'49*2#(%('Q#('3%54"' -+' -24':%.!$)&-%4(' %"' -24'(8(-49' .+,' .+,9#&' ,43%(-,#-%+"'+.':%(*&#$494"-<'1+94'
members of this community expressed their frequent inability to report crimes to the police, due to the fear 
+.';4%"3'$+".,+"-4:'Q%-2'.),-24,'-2,4#-('#":'5%+&4"$4<'T"'-24'5#(-'9#D+,%-8'+.'$#(4(S'7.,+WA+&+9;%#"('%"'"44:'
+.'&43#&'#((%(-#"$4'+,',4*,4(4"-#-%+"':+'"+-'2#54'#$$4(('-+'()$2'()**+,-'Q%-2'#'3)#,#"-44'+.'%-';4%"3'.,44'.,+9'
political pressure and threats.      

A@!!O?JMOMKMI!L#^IN#L!#?PO?I!UF'&%!EB<!ABEBW!X9,.,(:02!6'%!%.!12\/!3,&!(j/!.\$%+%/!/0&$032.%/!2/%/0&2$,/!%&!ABBd)H

25  Statistics taken from information received from SINTRAEMSDES (Sindicato de Trabajadores y Empleados de Servicios Públicos Autónomos e Institutos  
 Descentralizados de Colombia).

26  A description of this hearing can be found at: http://hrbrief.org/2011/10/labor-union-rights-in-colombia/.

AV!!L,/!P%+%3],/!Q'(2&,/!%&!%.!*+0(%+!#k,!$%!.2!#$(0&0/4+230g&!$%!J2&4,/<!KJ!I6-3%!,&!9,.,(:02)!lIL#!Ul2/]0&Z4,&!I6-3%!,&!L240&!#(%+032W<!1)EE)
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3.6.3  Human rights defenders
“A prime reason for the insecurity faced by human rights defenders in Colombia 

&#)$-#+-,5)-$B$,)*',#(-$,#3*',#$',#.+-'+4-60'+4#+3-./-4)/)+4)0$9@-@28

_)9#"',%32-(':4.4":4,(S'%"$&):%"3'&#Q84,(S'#,4'5%$-%9%(4:'%"'A+&+9;%#<'0248'#,4'5%$-%9('+.':4#-2'-2,4#-('9#:4'
-2,+)32' -4&4*2+"4' $#&&(S' 49#%&(S' *#9*2&4-(' #":' 3,#.!-%' W' %"' Q2%$2' -248' #,4' #$$)(4:' +.' ;4%"3' 3)4,,%&&#(' #":'
+**+"4"-('+.'(-#-4'*+&%$%4(<'T"'#::%-%+"S'-248'2#54';44"',4*+,-4:&8'();D4$-4:'-+'%&&43#&'Q%,4-#**%"3(S',#%:('+"'-24'
organisations that they belong to, information theft and judicial harassment. The charges against them are based 
+"' %"-4&&%34"$4',4*+,-('$+9*%&4:';8' -24'g"+Q':4.)"$-6'O7129, the military, and the police. Despite repeated 
,4$+994":#-%+"('%"',4*+,-(';8'-24'C.!$4'+.'-24'ZY'_%32'A+99%((%+"4,'.+,'_)9#"'\%32-(S'-24'A+&+9;%#"'
1-#-4',4.)(4:'-+':4$&#((%.8'-24(4'%"-4&&%34"$4',4*+,-(<'_4"$4S'2)9#"',%32-(':4.4":4,('$+"-%")4'-+';4'*4,(4$)-4:'
for their work despite the sector’s legitimate and essential role in protecting basic rights and strengthening the 
democratic institutions of Colombia.    

28  UNITED NATIONS (Sept 2009), “Declaración de Margaret Sekaggya, Relatora Especial sobre la situación de defensores de derechos 
! ]'(2&,/!$%!.2!I?K)H

Ad!!l04]0&!4]%!6+2(%7,+`!,6!4]%!32/%!`&,7&!2/!4]%!P#J!X9]'m2$2/H!U70+%42110&ZW<!04!]2$!:%%&!+%a%2.%$!4]24!4]0/!0&/404'40,&!]2$!0&4%..0Z%&3% 
 reports on various legal, judicial and other organisations.

Caravanistas meet Peace Community leaders
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4. Impunity, the Rule of Law 
' #":'7$$4(('-+'P)(-%$4
T"'?@=@'-24'A#,#5#"#',4*+,-4:'-2#-'-24,4'#,4'a(4,%+)('$+"$4,"('#;+)-'&454&('+.'%9*)"%-8'#":'$2#&&4"34('-+'
accessing justice in Colombia.”30 In 2012, the situation remains critical and there has been little discernible 
%9*,+5494"-'%"'-24'%"-4,54"%"3'-Q+'84#,(<

4.1. Limited progress on extra-judicial killings
]G-,#WD):%$%#&'J%&&%"3('2#54';44"'#',4$),,%"3'.4#-),4'+.'A+&+9;%#K(',4$4"-'*#(-<'024'9+(-'Q4&&WJ"+Q"'+.'-24(4'
#,4'$2#,#$-4,%(4:'#(' .#&(+('*+(%-%5+(' g.#&(4'*+(%-%54'J%&&%"3(6<'024'9+:)('+.' -24(4'$#(4('Q#(' -2#-' ,4Q#,:('+,'
+-24,'%"$4"-%54('Q4,4'+..4,4:'.+,'-24'J%&&%"3'+.'3)4,,%&&#(S'#":'#('#'$+"(4U)4"$4S'%""+$4"-'$%5%&%#"('Q4,4'J%&&4:'
by members of the armed forces and then dressed as or denounced as guerrillas in order to claim the reward. 
]G-,#WD):%$%#&'J%&&%"3('2#54'#&(+'+$$),,4:'Q24"'$%5%&%#"('2#54';44"'J%&&4:'%&&43#&&8';8'949;4,('+.'-24'*+&%$4'.+,$4<'
04(-%9+"%4('3%54"'-+'-24'A#,#5#"#'%":%$#-4'-2#-'-24'*,+;&49'Q#('#-'%-('Q+,(-')":4,'.+,94,'I,4(%:4"-'Z,%;4K('
#:9%"%(-,#-%+"';)-'-2#-'-248'(-%&&'+$$),'-+:#8<'I,+3,4(('%"'%"54(-%3#-%"3'$#(4('+.'.#&(+('*+(%-%5+('$+"-%")4('-+';4'
(&+QS'#&-2+)32'-24':4&43#-%+"'-+'e)$#,#9#"3#'24#,:'45%:4"$4'+.'+"W3+%"3'-,%#&('#3#%"(-'#&&434:'*4,*4-,#-+,(<31 

O%(-),;%"3&8S'-24'?@=?'A#,#5#"#'24#,:'45%:4"$4'+.'-24'J%&&%"3'+.'-Q+';,+-24,('Q2%$2'Q#('#&&434:'-+'2#54';44"'
sanctioned by a local politician. The trial is on-going against un-named persons who are accused of carrying 
out the killings but delegates were informed that the local politician is being protected by the prosecutor and 
"+'$2#,34('2#54';44"';,+)32-<'024'.#9%&8'+.'-24(4'5%$-%9('2#(',4$4%54:'-2,4#-('-2#-'+,%3%"#-4'.,+9'-24'.#-24,W
in-law of the politician. 

`24,4'$#(4('#,4';4%"3'-,%4:';8'9%&%-#,8'$+),-(S'#('%"'7"-%+U)%#S'-24,4'#,4',4*+,-('+.':4&%;4,#-4'(#;+-#34'+.'
$#(4('%"'#"'#--49*-'-+'$+54,')*':#9#3%"3'45%:4"$4<'T"'b+*#&S'-24':4&43#-%+"',4*+,-4:'(+94'*,+3,4((/'-24,4'
Q4,4'9)&-%*&4'$+"5%$-%+"('%"'-Q+'$#(4('#":'#"'+"W3+%"3'%"54(-%3#-%+"'+.'(4"%+,'+.!$4,('%"'#'-2%,:'$#(4<'_+Q454,S'
-24(4'()$$4((4('#,4':Q#,.4:';8'-24'")9;4,'+.')"W%"54(-%3#-4:'$#(4(<'

T"'A#&%'-24':4&43#-%+"'94-'Q%-2'F#,-2#'X%,#&:+S'Q2+'2#:'*,45%+)(&8'(*+J4"'-+'-24'A#,#5#"#':),%"3'%-('!,(-'5%(%-'
%"'?@@^<'_4,'.#-24,'P+(4'X%,#&:+'Q#('J%&&4:';8'-24'#,98'%"'?@@R'#":'.#&(4&8'&#;4&&4:'#('#'3)4,,%&&#'&4#:4,o'+"&8'
+"4'*4,*4-,#-+,'2#(';44"'()$$4((.)&&8'*,+(4$)-4:<'124'%('"+Q'#'&4#:%"3'949;4,'+.'FCVTA]'#":'();D4$-'-+'
frequent threats. 

\4*+,-('+.'*,+3,4(('Q4,4',4$4%54:'%"'e+3+-#'%"'#'944-%"3'Q%-2'-24'V%$4!($#&'X4"4,#&':4'&#'Y#$%k"'g_4#:'+.'
-24'_)9#"'\%32-('O%5%(%+"6'Q2+'$&#%94:'-2#-';8'B='P)&8'?@=?S'=S^@@'9%&%-#,8'*4,(+""4&'2#:';44"':4-#%"4:'
#('*#,-'+.'-24'$,%9%"#&'%"54(-%3#-%+"'%"-+'.#&(+('*+(%-%5+('$#(4(<'02%('(-#-%(-%$'%('()**+,-4:';8'-24'?@=?',4*+,-'
+.'-24'1*4$%#&'\#**+,-4),'+"'4G-,#D):%$%#&S'()99#,8'+,'#,;%-,#,8'4G4$)-%+"(<32 This report suggests that the 
sustained pressure by international organisations has had an impact on Colombia’s response to extra-judicial 
J%&&%"3(<'_+Q454,S'A+&4$-%5+':4'7;+3#:+('P+(l'7&54#,'\4(-,4*+'gA7P7\6'-+&:'-24'A#,#5#"#'-2#-'#&-2+)32'-24,4'
#,4'#**,+G%9#-4&8'=SH@@'9%&%-#,8'*4,(+""4&' (4,5%"3' (4"-4"$4(' .+,' .#&(+('*+(%-%5+(S' -24,4'#,4'=?S@@@' .),-24,'
*4,(+""4&'%"5+&54:'Q2+'2#54'"+-';44"'$2#,34:'Q%-2'+..4"$4(<'02%('()334(-('-2#-'#&-2+)32'*,+3,4(('%(';4%"3'
9#:4'-24,4'%('#'&+"3'Q#8'-+'3+';4.+,4'D)(-%$4'%('#$2%454:'%"'-2%('#,4#<'

30  2010 Caravana report – available on the Colombian Caravana website www.colombiancaravana.org.uk

31  For more in-depth information see the Report of the Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary Executions, Christof Heyns.  
#>QN9>AB>AA>#$$)A!,6!E_!R2G!ABEA!2a20.2:.%!24!]4415>>+%.0%67%:)0&4>/04%/>+%.0%67%:)0&4>-.%/>+%/,'+3%/>h'..nN%1,+4n@BDe)1$6 
(accessed 25 April 2013).

32  Ibid, p.6.
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4.2. Forced disappearances
024':4&43#-4('Q2+'5%(%-4:'e)$#,#9#"3#'94-'Q%-2',4*,4(4"-#-%54('.,+9'[#'7(+$%#$%k"':4'>#9%&%#,4(':4'O4-4"%:+('
O4(#*#,4$%:+('g71>7OO]16<'1%"$4'=NLLS'?@@S@@@'*4+*&4'2#54';44"'a:%(#**4#,4:ho'-24'A#,#5#"#'2#:'2+*4:'-2#-'
access to justice in forced disappearance cases would be aided with the passage of Law 1408 in August 2010.33 

_+Q454,S':4&43#-4('24#,:'-4(-%9+"8'.,+9'71>7OO]1'-2#-S'Q2%&(-'-24'&#Q'4(-#;&%(24('94$2#"%(9('.+,'-24'&+$#-%+"'
#":'%:4"-%!$#-%+"'+.'-24':%(#**4#,4:S'"+-2%"3'2#(';44"':+"4'-+'%9*&494"-'%-<'O4&43#-4('Q4,4'-+&:'-2#-'NNs'+.'
-24'$#(4('+.'.+,$4:':%(#**4#,#"$4'2#54'"+-';44"'.)&&8'%"54(-%3#-4:'#":'-2#-'-24'OY7';#"J'Q2%$2'(2+)&:'.#$%&%-#-4'
-24',4$+3"%-%+"'+.';+:%4('2#('"+-';44"'(4-')*<'7$$+,:%"3'-+'71>7OO]1S'#":'+-24,'+,3#"%(#-%+"('-24':4&43#-4('
(*+J4'-+S'-24'&#Q'%('%"4..4$-%54'#('-24,4'#,4'"+',43)&#-%+"('+,'*4"#&-%4('-+'4".+,$4'%-<'

024':4&43#-4('24#,:'-4(-%9+"8'-2#-S'Q24"'7&;#"%#'7,%#(K'2)(;#":K(';+:8'c'9%((%"3'(%"$4'?@@?'c'Q#(':%($+54,4:'
+"'=E'7)3)(-'?@=='%"'#'9#(('+.'3,#54'+.'B@@'$+,*(4(S'-24'*,+(4$)-+,(K'+.!$4',4.)(4:'-+'$+":)$-'#"'%"54(-%3#-%+"'
#('-248':%:'"+-'2#54'-24',4(+),$4('-+')":4,-#J4'-24'.+,4"(%$'#"#&8(%('+.'-2#-'")9;4,'+.';+:%4(<'T-'#**4#,('.,+9'
45%:4"$4'-24':4&43#-4('Q4,4'(2+Q"S'-2#-'-24'&#Q'$#"'3%54',4&#-%54('$4,-#%"-8'#('-+'Q24-24,'#'*4,(+"'%(':4#:'#":'
Q24,4'-248'#,4';),%4:<'_+Q454,S'%-':+4('"+-'#&Q#8('4"#;&4'-249'-+'%:4"-%.8'-24'4G#$-';+:8S'"+,'-+'*),()4'#"8'
J%":'+.'.),-24,'%"54(-%3#-%+"<

O4&43#-4('Q4,4'-+&:';8'71>7OO]1'-2#-'-24,4'%('"+'Q%&&'.,+9'-24'3+54,"94"-'-+'(-#,-'%"54(-%3#-%"3'-24(4'$#(4(<'
024'A#,#5#"#'24#,:'-2#-'-24'&#Q('#,4'a54,8';4#)-%.)&';)-'-24(4'#,4'&#Q('-2#-'$+54,')*'-24',4#&'(%-)#-%+"'#":'2%:4'
the disappearances”.34

E<B'14G)#&'5%+&4"$4
024' :4&43#-4(' 24#,:' #;+)-' (%3"%!$#"-' $2#&&4"34(' -2#-'Q+94"' .#$4'Q24"' #--49*-%"3' -+' +;-#%"' D)(-%$4' )":4,'
P):394"-'0W@?R'+.'?@@E<35'024(4' $2#&&4"34(' #,4'*,%9#,%&8':)4' -+'#' &#$J'+.' %"54(-%3#-%+"'+.' -24%,' $+9*&#%"-(<36 
T"'?@@^'-24'A+"(-%-)-%+"#&'A+),-'(-#-4:'-2#-'a14G)#&'5%+&4"$4'#3#%"(-'Q+94"'%('#'$+99+"'*,#$-%$4S'Q%:4(*,4#:S'
(8(-49#-%$'#":'%"5%(%;&4'%"'-24'$+"-4G-'+.'-24'A+&+9;%#"'#,94:'$+"r%$-S'#('%('-24'(4G)#&'4G*&+%-#-%+"'#":'#;)(4S'
;8'#&&' %&&43#&'#,94:'3,+)*(S'#":'%"'(+94'%(+&#-4:'$#(4(S';8' %":%5%:)#&'#34"-('+.'-24'*+&%$4'#":'#,94:'.+,$4(h<37 
T"'-2%(':4$%(%+"S'-24'A+"(-%-)-%+"#&'A+),-'24&:'-2#-'(4G)#&'5%+&4"$4'%"'-%94('+.'Q#,'%(')"$+"(-%-)-%+"#&<'_+Q454,S'%"'
e+&%5#,S'-24':4&43#-4('&4#,"-'-2#-'+)-'+.'-24'=^L'$#(4('+.'(4G)#&'5%+&4"$4'+$$),,%"3'%"'-24':4*#,-94"-':),%"3'-24'
#,94:'$+"r%$-S'-24,4'2#('+"&8';44"'+"4'*,+(4$)-%+"<'

T"'Y#,%i+S'-24':4&43#-4('&4#,"4:'+.'-24'$#(4'+.'e#D+'A+9#&%$24S'#'(9#&&'5%&&#34'Q2%$2'Q#('#--#$J4:';8'*#,#9%&%-#,%4('
+"'-24'454"%"3'+.'=H'F#,$2'?@=?<'024'*#,#9%&%-#,%4('&+$J4:'-24'94"'+.'-24'5%&&#34'%"'#';)%&:%"3'Q2%&4'-24'Q+94"'
Q4,4'-#J4"'.,+9'-24%,'2+)(4('#":',#*4:<'`24"'5%$-%9't7K',4*+,-4:';4%"3',#*4:';8'-2,44'94"'-24'*,+(4$)-+,'
9#:4'"+'%"U)%,%4('#":'Q#(')"Q%&&%"3'-+'%"54(-%3#-4'-24'$#(4')"-%&'t7K'94"-%+"4:'(+94+"4'Q2+';4&+"34:'-+'-24'
humanitarian rights organisation Guasimí.38'024"S'Q24"'5%$-%9't7K',4-),"4:')"#$$+9*#"%4:'-+'-24'*,+(4$)-+,K('
+.!$4'-24'.+&&+Q%"3':#8S'(24'Q#(':4"%4:'4"-,8<

T-'%('$&4#,'.,+9'-24'-4(-%9+"8'*,4(4"-4:'-+'-24'?@=?'A#,#5#"#'%"'Y#,%i+'#":'A#,-#34"#'-2#-S':4(*%-4'P):394"-'
0W@?R'+.'?@@E'#":'7)-+'@N?'+.'?@@^S'-24')(4'+.'(4G)#&'5%+&4"$4'#('#"'%"(-,)94"-'+.'+**,4((%+"'%('(-%&&'Q%:4(*,4#:'
in Colombia. 

DD!!l]03]!20(/!4,!X12G!4+0:'4%!4,!4]%!a0340(/!,6!4]%!3+0(%!,6!6,+3%$!$0/211%2+2&3%!2&$!%/42:.0/]!(%3]2&0/(/!6,+!4]%0+!.,3240,&!2&$!0$%&40-3240,&)H

34  Anonymous member of ASFADDES.

35  Colombian Constitutional Court – Decision T-025 of 2004, available in English 
 at http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Projects/idp/Colombia_T%20025_2004.PDF.

36  See the work of Sisma Mujer, an NGO working for women’s rights in Colombia, for example, 
 http://www.sismamujer.org/%E2%80%9Clos-hechos-de-violencia-sexual-deben-investigarse-seriamente-para-que-no-vuelvan-repetirse%E2%80%9D.

37  Auto 092/2008 Constitutional Court of Colombia –Section III.1.1.1 available at http://www.corteconstitucional.gov.co/relatoria/autos/2008/a092-08.htm.

DC!!9,+1,+230g&!i'2/0(\!R,$%1!o!2!&,&81+,-4!,+Z2&0/240,&!1+,a0$0&Z!.%Z2.!20$!0&!?2+0k,)
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4.4 Lack of infrastructure and resources in the justice system
024'14$+":'T"-4,"#-%+"#&'A#,#5#"#',4*+,-4:'+"'-24':%.!$)&-%4('-2#-'-24'A+&+9;%#"'D)(-%$4'(8(-49'.#$4:':)4'-+'#'
lack of resources. The 2012 delegation found similar problems which, in some instances, were worse than in 2010. 

T"'Y#,%i+'-24'>%($#&m#'X4"4,#&'-+&:'?@=?':4&43#-4('-2#-'*,+(4$)-+,('#,4'(-,)33&%"3'-+':4#&'Q%-2'#"'4G$4*-%+"#&&8'
2%32'&454&'+.'$#(4(<'C"4'*,+(4$)-+,'%"'-24'$+#(-#&'-+Q"'+.'0)9#$+'%(',4*+,-4:'-+'2#54'RS@@@'$),,4"-'$#(4(S'#":'
in the town of Barbacoa the prosecutor has 900. There is also a suggestion that the distribution of prosecutors 
throughout the department might be imbalanced; the department capitol, Pasto, has 300 staff in the prosecutor’s 
+.!$4'84-'-24'9+,4',49+-4'#,4#('#**4#,'-+';4'54,8')":4,(-#..4:<'024'*,+(4$)-+,('%"'Y#,%i+'#&(+',4*+,-4:'-2#-'
-24'"4Q'#:54,(#,%#&'$+),-'(8(-49'%('$#)(%"3'*,+;&49(o'(+94'&#Q84,('#,4')".#9%&%#,'Q%-2'-24'"4Q',)&4(S'&4#:%"3'-+'
.),-24,':4&#8(<'1%9%&#,',4(+),$4'*,+;&49('Q4,4',4*+,-4:'%"'e)$#,#9#"3#'#":'%"'A#,-#34"#S'Q24,4'4#$2'*,+(4$)-+,'
%(',4*+,-4:'-+'2#54'#**,+G%9#-4&8'R@@'$#(4(<'

T"'A#&%S'-24'$+),-('#":'-24'*,+(4$)-+,(K'+.!$4'#,4'($#--4,4:'%"'=L':%..4,4"-';)%&:%"3('#,+)":'-24'$%-8S'#('#',4()&-'+.'#'
;+9;'#--#$J'#-'-24'I#&#$%+':4'P)(-%$%#'%"'?@@^<'02%('2#('$,4#-4:'.),-24,'*,+;&49('Q%-2'-24'#:9%"%(-,#-%+"'+.'D)(-%$4'
in the region. In a meeting with the Council for the Administration of the Courts of the Department of Cali the 
delegation was also informed about lengthy delays to cases, a backlog of unheard cases, a lack of training for both 
&#Q84,('#":'D):34('%"'-24'"4Q'#:54,(#,%#&'(8(-49S'#":'#'(2+,-#34'+.'*,+(4$)-+,('#":'*);&%$':4.4":4,(<'

4.5 Failure to respect the judiciary
T"'#&&',43%+"('5%(%-4:';8'-24'?@=?'A#,#5#"#':4&43#-%+"S'(4,%+)('$+"$4,"('Q4,4',#%(4:'#;+)-'-24'&#$J'+.',4(*4$-'
.+,' -24' D):%$%#,8' #":' -24' ,4()&-%"3' %9*)"%-8' #":' $2#&&4"34(' -+' #$$4((%"3' D)(-%$4' -2#-' .+&&+Q' .,+9' -2%(<' P):34('
with whom the delegates spoke explained that their decisions are treated with contempt, particularly by the 
3+54,"94"-'#":' &+$#&'#)-2+,%-%4(<'F#"8'+.' -24' D):34('4G*&#%"4:'2+Q'-248'2#:';44"'2+*4.)&' -2#-')":4,' -24'
1#"-+('#:9%"%(-,#-%+"'()$2'*4,(4$)-%+"'Q+)&:'4":<'_+Q454,S'-24%,'4G*4,%4"$4('2#54';44"'-2#-'-24'*4,(4$)-%+"'
is worsening. 

Across the country, judges described three key problems affecting their independence and ability to guarantee 
D)(-%$4/'!,(-&8'-24%,'#)-2+,%-8'#":':4$%(%+"('#,4')":4,9%"4:';8'-24'"43#-%54'(-#-494"-('+.'-24'3+54,"94"-'#":'
&+$#&'#)-2+,%-%4(o'(4$+":&8'-24%,':4$%(%+"('#,4'+.-4"'"+-'%9*&494"-4:'+,'.+&&+Q4:o'#":'!"#&&8'-248'#,4'.,4U)4"-&8'
threatened whilst carrying out their work. 

According to those members of the judiciary with whom the delegation met, attempts to delegitimise judges 
4G-4":';48+":':4"%3,#-%"3',49#,J('9#:4';8'(-#-4'+.!$%#&('c'.+,'4G#9*&4S' &#;4&&%"3'#' D):34'#('#'a3)4,,%&&#h'+,'#'
a,+--4"'#**&4h39'c'#":'D):34('.#$4':%(U)#&%!$#-%+"'#":'454"'*,+(4$)-%+"'#('#',4()&-'+.'9#J%"3')".#5+),#;&4':4$%(%+"(<'

024'$),,4"-'$+"-4G-' %('+"4'+.' %"-%9%:#-%+"<' P):34'7&;4,-+'Y#5#&&4d'+.'F4:4&&m"'Q#('()(*4":4:'#.-4,'3,#"-%"3'
2+)(4':4-4"-%+"'-+'#'*,%(+"4,'%"'*,4$#,%+)('24#&-2'Q2+'Q#('&%J4&8'+-24,Q%(4'-+':%4'%"'*,%(+"<'P):34'Y#5#&&4d'
has since been re-instated. Another judge currently faces 40 disciplinary proceedings and a criminal charge for 
t*,45#,%$#-+'*+,'#$$%k"'#3,#5#:+K'g#;)(4'+.'*+Q4,6'.+,':4$%(%+"('Q2%$2'24'D)(-%!4(')":4,'%"-4,"#-%+"#&'2)9#"'
rights law.40 Furthermore, the delegation was informed that since 2010, 500 judges who granted economic, 
cultural or social rights under tutela41''2#54';44"'%"54(-%3#-4:<'

39  As in the case of Judge Juan de Dios Solano Solano, see section 4.9

40  Gustavo Arbeláez Rojas, ASONAL Sectional President.

41  The constitutional guarantee of the right of every person to judicial protection of their fundamental rights through an effective remedy.
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P):34'P)#"'O4'O%+('1+&#"+'1+&#"+''
024'A#,#5#"%(-#('Q2+'5%(%-4:'e)$#,#9#"3#'94-'Q%-2'P):34'P)#"':4'O%+('1+&#"+'1+&#"+<'T"'(454,#&'944-%"3('
%"'+-24,'*#,-('+.'A+&+9;%#'D):34('Q2+'94-'Q%-2':4&43#-4(',4.4,,4:'-+'-24'$#(4'+.'P):34'1+&#"+S'Q2%$2'2#('
;4$+94'49;&49#-%$'+.'-24':%(,4(*4$-'#":'%"-,)(%+"('()..4,4:';8'-24'D):%$%#,8'#-'-24'2#":('+.'-24'3+54,"94"-<'
C"'?='7*,%&'?@==S'P):34'1+&#"+'24#,:'#'2#;4)('$+,*)('#**&%$#-%+"'+"'-24',4U)4(-'+.'-24'()(*4$-'Q2+'2#:'
;44"'#,,4(-4:'%"'?@@^'#":'Q#('()(*4$-4:'+.';4%"3'#'3)4,,%&&#<'024'()(*4$-'c'P+(4'F#,;4&'u#9#,#'I4,4dS'#&%#('
aA2)$+h'c'Q#('#$$)(4:'+.'$+99%--%"3'#"'#$-'+.'-4,,+,%(9'#3#%"(-'-24'2+-4&'$&);']&'Y+3#&'%"'e+3+-#<

`24"'P):34'1+&#"+S'#.-4,':)4'$+"(%:4,#-%+"'+.'-24'.#$-('#":',4&45#"-' &43%(&#-%+"S'+,:4,4:'-2#-'F,'I4,4d';4'
%994:%#-4&8',4&4#(4:S'I,4(%:4"-'1#"-+(':4"+)"$4:'-24':4$%(%+"'#":'$#&&4:'P):34'1+&#"+'a#',+--4"'#**&4h'Q%-2%"'
the judiciary.

T"',4(*+"(4'-+'-24'$+994"-('9#:4';8'I,4(%:4"-'1#"-+(S'P):34'1+&#"+'*,4(4"-4:'#',4U)4(-'.+,'#'-)-4&#'Q%-2'
,4(*4$-'-+'I,4(%:4"-'1#"-+(K',49#,J(S'%"'+,:4,'-+'*,+-4$-'2%(',4*)-#-%+"'#('#'949;4,'+.'-24'D):%$%#,8<'T"'-24'!,(-'
%"(-#"$4'24#,%"3'+.'-24'-)-4&#S'-24'0,%;)"#&'1)*4,%+,':4'O%(-,%-+'P):%$%#&':4'e)$#,#9#"3#S'1#&#'A%5%&W>#9%&%#'.+)":'
%"'.#5+),'+.'-24'P):34<'_+Q454,S'-2%('!":%"3'Q#('&#-4,',454,(4:'+"'#**4#&';8'-24'1#&#'A%5%&W>#9%&%#':4'&#'A+,-4'
1)*,49#':4'P)(-%$%#S'+"'=B'P)&8'?@=?<

P)(-'-Q+':#8('#.-4,'I,4(%:4"-'1#"-+(K'(-#-494"-S'&43#&'#":':%($%*&%"#,8'*,+$44:%"3('Q4,4';,+)32-'#3#%"(-'P):34'
1+&#"+'#":'24'Q#('$2#,34:'Q%-2'a*,45#,%$#-+'*+,'#$$%k"'#3,#5#:+hS'$+"-,#,8'-+'I4"#&'[#Q'RNN'+.'?@@@<'

C"'=E'7)3)(-'?@=?S'P):34'1+&#"+'Q#('.+)":'3)%&-8'+.'-24'#.+,494"-%+"4:'+..4"$4'#":'Q#(':)4'-+';4'(4"-4"$4:'
+"'?@'14*-49;4,'?@=?<'024'(4"-4"$%"3'24#,%"3'Q#(':4&#84:';8'#'(-,%J4')"-%&'?L'>4;,)#,8'?@=B'#":'-24'A#,#5#"#'
2#('(%"$4';44"'%".+,94:'-2#-'P):34'1+&#"+'Q#('(4"-4"$4:'-+'E^'9+"-2(')":4,'2+)(4'#,,4(-S':%(9%((4:'.,+9'
2%('+.!$4S'*,+2%;%-4:'.,+9'+$$)*8%"3'#"8'*);&%$'+.!$4'.+,'^@'9+"-2(S'#":',4U)%,4:'-+'*#8'#'!"4'4U)%5#&4"-'-+'
aHH<HH'9%"%9)9'(#&#,%4(<h'024'*,+(4$)-+,S'-24'I);&%$'F%"%(-,8S'#":'P):34'1+&#"+'2#54'#&&'#**4#&4:'-24':4$%(%+"<'
P):34'1+&#"+'2#('#""+)"$4:'2%('%"-4"-%+"'-+';,%"3'#'-)-4&#'.+,';,4#$2'+.'2%('$+"(-%-)-%+"#&',%32-'-+':)4'*,+$4((<

P):34' 1+&#"+' :4($,%;4:' ,4$4%5%"3' :4#-2' -2,4#-(' ;)-' 2#:' +"&8' ;44"' 3,#"-4:' -24'9%"%9)9' &454&' +.' (4$),%-8'
94#(),4(<'g7-'-24'-%94'+.'-24'A#,#5#"#K('5%(%-'%"'?@=?'-24'*+&%$4'Q+)&:'5%(%-'2%('2+)(4'+"$4'#':#8'#":'P):34'
1+&#"+'2#:';44"'-+&:'-+'$#&&'-249'%.'24'Q#('%"':#"34,<6'

024' ?@=?'A#,#5#"#'Q#(' .),-24,' %".+,94:' -2#-' -24' (-%39#-%(#-%+"' #":' )".+)":4:' *,+(4$)-%+"' ()..4,4:' ;8'
P):34'1+&#"+'-2,4#-4"('-24'%":4*4":4"$4'+.'-24'D):%$%#,8'%"'-24'Q2+&4'+.'e)$#,#9#"3#<'P):34('.,+9'-2%('*#,-'
of Colombia are now unwilling to grant habeus corpus applications to those who are detained, in any case, 
,43#,:&4(('+.'94,%-S':)4'-+'-24',%(J'-2#-'-248'-249(4&54('9#8'.#$4'*,+(4$)-%+"<

A#,#5#"%(-#('944-'Q%-2'P):34'1+&#"+
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O4&43#-4('94-'Q%-2' -24' I,4(%:4"-' +.' -24' 1)*,494'A+),-' +.' A+&+9;%#'Q2+' 4G*,4((4:' $+"$4,"' -2#-' -24'
A+"(4D+'1)*4,%+,':4'&#'P):%$#-),#'g1)*4,%+,'A+)"$%&'+.'-24'P):%$%#,86'%('(-%&&',4(*+"(%;&4'.+,'%"%-%#-%"3':%($%*&%"#,8'
*,+$44:%"3('#3#%"(-'D):34('#":'&#Q84,(S':4(*%-4'$,%-%$%(9(';8'-24'ZY'1*4$%#&'\#**+,-4),'+"'-24'T":4*4":4"$4'
+.'P):34('#":'[#Q84,('-2#-'-2%(';+:8'%('+*4"'-+'*+&%-%$#&'%"-4,.4,4"$4<'

7$$+,:%"3'-+'-2+(4'D):34('Q%-2'Q2+9'-24':4&43#-%+"'94-S',4.)(#&(';8'-24'3+54,"94"-'#-'#&&'&454&('-+'$+9*&8'
Q%-2'$+),-'+,:4,('g*#,-%$)&#,&8'%"'-24'&#;+),':%5%(%+"6'2#54'$#)(4:'(4,%+)('$+"34(-%+"'%"'-24'$+),-(<'T"'9+(-'
$#(4('Q24,4'D):34(':4$%:4'#3#%"(-'-24'3+54,"94"-'+,'&+$#&'#)-2+,%-8S'#:5+$#-4('2#54'-+'3+'-2,+)32'#'&4"3-28'
*,+$4((' %"'+,:4,'-+'4".+,$4'-24'D):3494"-(<'024'D):34('$+9*&#%"'-2#-'-2%('*,#$-%$4' %('2)34&8' %"4.!$%4"-'#":'
causes a backlog of court work and a delay in rendering decisions.  

T"'A#,-#34"#'-24':4&43#-4('24#,:'#;+)-' -24'$#(4'+.' P):34'7,"48'I#8#,4dS'*,4(%:%"3'+54,'#' -)-4&#S'Q24,4;8'
#' 3,+)*' ;,+)32-' #"' #$-%+"' #3#%"(-' [#' A#D#'Y#$%+"#&' :4' I,+5%(%+"' 1+$%#&' gA7Y77[6S' -24' (-#-4' ;+:8' -2#-'
#:9%"%(-4,('-24'*4"(%+"('+.'$%5%&'(4,5#"-(<'024'D):34'4"-4,4:'#':4.#)&-'D):394"-'#3#%"(-'A7Y77['%"'O4$49;4,'
?@@H<'T-'-++J'.+),'84#,('-+'4".+,$4'-24'D):394"-S'Q2%$2'Q#('454"-)#&&8'#$2%454:';8'.,44d%"3'A7Y77[K(';#"J'
#$$+)"-('#":'%(()%"3'#"'#,,4(-'Q#,,#"-'.+,'-24'24#:'+.':4*#,-94"-<'̀ 24"'-24'(-+,8';,+J4'%"'-24'"4Q(S'P):34'
I#8#,4d'Q#(',49+54:'.,+9'2%('*+(-';8'-24'A+"(4D+'1)*4,%+,':4'&#'P):%$#-),#'#":'-24'1-#-4';43#"':%($%*&%"#,8'
proceedings against him.

`24"' -24' :4&43#-%+"' 5%(%-4:' -24'
+.!$4(' +.' 71CY7[' g7(+$%#$%+"'
Y#$%+"#&' :4' >)"$%+"#,%+(' 8'
]9*&4#:+(':4'&#'\#9#'P):%$%#&6'%"'
Medellín they were informed that 
since the last delegation in 2010, 
two judges had been killed. The 
A#,#5#"#' %(' 3,4#-&8' $+"$4,"4:'
that members of the judiciary face 
threats and attacks, particularly 
when dealing with land restitution 
cases or extra-judicial killings.   

T"' A#&%' P):34' e4#-,%d' ])34"%#' [%;,4,+(S' #' A#&%' A,%9%"#&' A+),-' D):34S' %".+,94:' -24' A#,#5#"#' -2#-' (24' 2#:'
.#$4:':4#-2'-2,4#-('#":'#--49*-('+"'24,'&%.4'(%"$4'(24',)&4:'-+'$+"5%$-'#'>7\A'949;4,'Q2+'Q#('#$$)(4:'+.'
#--49*-%"3'-+'#((#((%"#-4'#'&#Q84,<'T"'O4$49;4,'?@=='P):34'[%;,4,+(K'$#,'Q#('(2+-'#-'Q2%&(-'(24'Q#(':,%5%"3'#":'
+"'B@'7*,%&'?@=?'*&#"('-+'2#54'24,'J%&&4:'Q4,4'$+"!,94:';8'-24'*+&%$4<'>+,-)"#-4&8S'P):34'[%;,4,+('%(',4$4%5%"3'
*,+-4$-%54'94#(),4('%"'-24'.+,9'+.'#"'#,9+),4:'$#,S'#';)&&4-'*,++.'54(-S'#';+:83)#,:'#":'*,+-4$-%+"'.+,'24,'
$2%&:,4"<'_+Q454,S'-24'A+"(4D+':4'0,%;)"#&'1)*4,%+,':4'A#&%'gA+)"$%&'+.'1)*4,%+,'A+),-'+.'A#&%6'4G*,4((4:'
(4,%+)('$+"$4,"('-2#-' -2%(' &454&'+.'(4$),%-8'Q#('"+-'#5#%&#;&4' .+,' D):34('#-'!,(-' %"(-#"$4'Q2+'+.-4"'2#54'-+'
contribute to the cost of heir protection despite being paid low salaries.

E<H'I,+;&49('%"'-#$J&%"3'%9*)"%-8'.,+9'-24'*,+(4$)-+,(K'*4,(*4$-%54
024':4&43#-%+"'Q#('%".+,94:';8'#'2%32W,#"J%"3'+.!$%#&'.,+9'-24'I,+(4$)-+,K('+.!$4'-2#-'-24,4'#,4'*,+;&49('#-'
#&&'&454&('Q%-2%"'5#,%+)('*,+(4$)-+,(K'+.!$4(<'O),%"3'-24'944-%"3'Q%-2'-24'"#-%+"#&'*,+(4$)-+,'%"'e+3+-#'%-'Q#('
49*2#(%(4:'-2#-'-24,4'%('54,8'&%--&4'$#*#$%-8'-+'%"54(-%3#-4'#&&43#-%+"(',4&#-4:'-+'2)9#"',%32-(':4.4":4,(<'024'
?@=?'A#,#5#"#'24#,:'#;+)-'*#,-%$)&#,&8'Q%:4W,4#$2%"3'.#%&),4('-+'$#,,8'+)-'-2+,+)32'%"54(-%3#-%+"('%"-+'$,%94('
$+99%--4:';8'949;4,('+.'-24'(-#-4'#":'*);&%$'+.!$%#&(<'024(4'$,%94('%"$&):4'9),:4,S'falsos positivos, corruption 
#":'*4,54,-%"3'-24'$+),(4'+.'D)(-%$4<

`24,4'+.!$%#&('2#54'-,%4:'-+'%"54(-%3#-4'-24(4'$,%94('*,+*4,&8'-248'2#54';44"'();D4$-4:'-+'(),54%&&#"$4<'02%('2#('
%"$&):4:'*2+"4'-#**%"3S'%"-4,.4,4"$4'Q%-2'-24%,'%"54(-%3#-%+"('#":S'%"'$4,-#%"'$#(4(S'-24%,',49+5#&'.,+9'%"U)%,%4(<
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024'A#,#5#"#')":4,(-#":('-2#-'45%:4"$4'+.'Q2+'%(',4(*+"(%;&4'%"'$#(4('+.'4G-,#WD):%$%#&'J%&&%"3('#": falsos positivos 
2#('"+-';44"'#&&+Q4:'-+';4'*)-')":4,'*);&%$'($,)-%"8'+,'%"54(-%3#-4:';8'-24'*,+(4$)-+,(K'+.!$4<'̀ 24"'+.!$%#&('
:+'()$$44:'%"'4(-#;&%(2%"3'-24'a9#-4,%#&'#)-2+,h'+.'()$2'$,%94(S'%"'9#"8'$#(4(S'-248'!":'-249(4&54(',4&+$#-4:'
#":'-24%,'%"54(-%3#-%+"('$&+(4:<'F+,4+54,S'$#(4('-2#-'(2+)&:'2#54';44"'%"54(-%3#-4:';8'-24'*);&%$'*,+(4$)-+,(K'
+.!$4'#,4',4#((%3"4:'-+'-24'%"-4&&%34"$4'(4,5%$4('+.'-24'1-#-4<'02%('2#(',4()&-4:'%"'*+-4"-%#&'Q%-"4((4(';4%"3'J%&&4:'
#":'949;4,('+.'-24'9%&%-#,8S'Q2+'2#54';44"'%"5+&54:';+-2'%"'*28(%$#&&8'$#,,8%"3'+)-'-24'$,%94('#":'#('-24%,'
a%"-4&&4$-)#&'#)-2+,(hS'"+-';4%"3';,+)32-'-+'D)(-%$4<

F+,4'34"4,#&&8S'%"54(-%3#-+,('Q%-2%"'-24'*,+(4$)-+,(K'+.!$4'4G*,4((4:':%(#**+%"-94"-'Q%-2'-24%,'Q+,J%"3'$+":%-%+"(<'
The delegation consistently heard complaints that the number of cases is always growing but that the number 
of staff does not increase. In Bucaramanga, the delegation met with a prosecutor in charge of human rights cases 
Q2+'%('5%4Q4:';8'&#Q84,('#":'2)9#"',%32-(':4.4":4,('#('-24'4G$4*-%+"'Q%-2%"'-24'*,+(4$)-+,(K'+.!$4':)4'-+'2%('
independence and his dedication to his work. He informed us that security for prosecutors and those who come 
-+',4*+,-'$,%94('%('54,8'*,4$#,%+)('#":'&%J4&8'-+';4$+94'9+,4'(+S'#('%-'2#(';44"':4$%:4:'-2#-'-24'*,+(4$)-+,(K'
+.!$4'%"'e)$#,#9#"3#'(2+)&:';4'9+54:'.,+9'-24'2%32'(4$),%-8'$+),-';)%&:%"3'c':4($,%;4:'#('#'a;)"J4,h'c'-+'
a more central location where prosecutors and those making complaints would be in danger. The delegation 
4$2+4('-2%('*,+(4$)-+,K('$+"$4,"('-2#-'()$2'#'9+54'Q%&&':%($+),#34'5%$-%9('.,+9'$+9%"3'.+,Q#,:'#":'%"$,4#(4'-24'
-2,4#-'+.'2#,9'-+'-2+(4'*,+(4$)-+,('Q2+'#,4':%&%34"-'%"'$#,,8%"3'+)-'-24%,':)-8'-+'%"54(-%3#-4<'

T9*)"%-8/'>#%&),4'-+'%"54(-%3#-4'#--#$J('+"'&#Q84,('''
7"'#&9+(-'*4,9#"4"-'(-#-4'+.'%9*)"%-8'4G%(-('.+,'9#"8'$,%94('%"'A+&+9;%#<'O4(*%-4'2#5%"3'#'D)(-%$4'(8(-49'-2#-'
is acknowledged as being capable, at least on paper, of protecting and enforcing the rule of law, certain crimes 
$#"'(-%&&';4'$+99%--4:'Q%-2'-24'J"+Q&4:34'-2#-'-24,4'%('+"&8'#'54,8'&+Q'$2#"$4'+.'$+"5%$-%+"'#":'(#"$-%+"<'
[#Q84,('#,4'*#,-%$)&#,&8'5)&"4,#;&4'%"'-24'.#$4'+.'%9*)"%-8S'4(*4$%#&&8'%.'-24%,'Q+,J'%"5+&54('-24'*,+-4$-%+"'+.'
2)9#"',%32-('#":'-#J%"3'#$-%+"('#3#%"(-'-24'1-#-4S'+,'#3#%"(-'9)&-%"#-%+"#&'$+,*+,#-%+"(<'

O),%"3'-2,44'5%(%-('-+'A+&+9;%#'(%"$4'?@@^S'-24'A#,#5#"#'2#('24#,:'9)&-%*&4'4G#9*&4('+.'-2,4#-('#3#%"(-'&#Q84,('
#":S'-,#3%$#&&8S'9#"8'#--#$J('Q2%$2'2#54',4()&-4:' %"' &#Q84,(';4%"3'J%&&4:<'024,4'#,4'"+'+.!$%#&'*);&%$'(-#-%(-%$('
#5#%&#;&4';)-' #"' %"-4,"#&' ,4*+,-' $+9*%&4:';8' -24'>%($#&%#'X4"4,#&':4' &#'Y#$%v"' -2#-'2#(';44"' (44"';8' -24'
A#,#5#"#'()334(-('-2#-'(%"$4'?@@?'-24,4'2#54';44"'ESE@@'$+9*&#%"-('9#:4'-+'A+&+9;%#"'*,+(4$)-+,(';8'#":'
#;+)-'&#Q84,('Q2+'2#54',4$4%54:'-2,4#-(S';44"'#--#$J4:'+,';44"'J%&&4:<'024'A#,#5#"#'(-,+"3&8'()(*4$-('-2#-'-2%('
%"-4,"#&'!3),4')":4,,4*,4(4"-('-24'-,)4'")9;4,'+.'$+9*&#%"-('9#:4':),%"3'-2%('*4,%+:<'A+&4$-%5+'Y#$%+"#&':4'
7;+3#:+('[%-%3#"-4('gAY7[6',4*+,-4:'-+'-24':4&43#-4('-2#-'=SR@@'&#Q84,('2#54';44"'J%&&4:'(%"$4'?@@H<'1454,#&'
4G#9*&4('2#54';44"'2%32&%32-4:'%"'-2%(',4*+,-'#":'-24'94((#34'%('54,8'$&4#, /'-24'A+&+9;%#"'#)-2+,%-%4(':+'"+-'
:+'4"+)32'-+'%"54(-%3#-4'#--#$J('#3#%"(-'&#Q84,(<'T"'Y#,%i+S'-24':%(9%((%54'#--%-):4'-24'*,+(4$)-+,(':%(*&#84:'
-+Q#,:('-24'$#(4'+.'O,']:3#,'F+"-%&&#'X+"d#&4d'%('%":%$#-%54'+.'-24'&#$J'+.',4#&',4$+3"%-%+"'+.'-24'*,+;&49('+.'
threats and attacks against lawyers.42

A lesson learnt internationally is that allowing impunity on such a large scale to elements of a society who 
commit crimes against others only emboldens the perpetrators to increase the frequency of their acts. 

14$-%+"'E<E'+.'-2%(',4*+,-':4-#%&('-24':%.!$)&-%4('.#$4:';8'949;4,('+.'-24'D)(-%$4'(8(-49'%"'%"54(-%3#-%"3'$,%94('
%"'A+&+9;%#<'024(4':%.!$)&-%4('#**&8'4U)#&&8'-+'%"54(-%3#-%"3'$,%94('#3#%"(-'&#Q84,(<'_+Q454,S'%-'Q#('()334(-4:'
-+'-24'?@=?'A#,#5#"#'-2#-'#--#$J('#3#%"(-'&#Q84,('#":'2)9#"',%32-(':4.4":4,('(2+)&:',4$4%54'#'2%324,'*,%+,%-8'
-2#"'+-24,'$,%94(<'T"'-24'A#,#5#"#K('5%4QS'-24,4'%('#'3,4#-':4#&'+.'(-,4"3-2'-+'-2%('*,+*+(%-%+"S'3%54"'-24'4((4"-%#&'
role that lawyers and human rights defenders play in ensuring access to justice and upholding the rule of law. 

 

42  See section 5.2, 5.4, and 5.6 below.
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E<L'>#%&),4'-+'%"54(-%3#-4'M'*,+(4$)-4'*#,#9%&%-#,8'#--#$J(
1%"$4'-24':49+;%&%(#-%+"'+.'-24'$+#&%-%+"'+.'*#,#9%&%-#,8'3,+)*(';4-Q44"'?@@B'#":'?@@HS'()$$4((+,'3,+)*('
2#54'494,34:'#":'2#54'$+"-%")4:'-24'%&&43#&'#":'$,%9%"#&'#$-%5%-%4('*,45%+)(&8'$+":)$-4:';8'*#,#9%&%-#,8'3,+)*('
)":4,'-24')9;,4&&#'+,3#"%(#-%+"S'7)-+:4.4"(#('Z"%:#(':4'A+&+9;%#'g7ZA6<'024'$,%94('#--,%;)-4:'-+'-24(4'
successor groups are many, including massacres, killings, rape and forced disappearances.43 The Colombian 
3+54,"94"-'2#(',4*4#-4:&8'(-#-4:'-2#-'-24(4'3,+)*('#,4'"+-'*#,#9%&%-#,%4('#":'2#('-,%4:'-+',4$&#((%.8'-24(4'
()$$4((+,'3,+)*('#('ae#":#('A,%9%"#&4(']94,34"-4(hS'+,'e7A\TF<44''̀ 2#-454,'-24%,'$&#((%!$#-%+"'2+Q454,S'%-'
remains the fact that the Colombian state is under an obligation to combat the threat that these paramilitary 
3,+)*('*,4(4"-'-+'-24'$%-%d4"('+.'A+&+9;%#'#":S'Q24,4'-24'1-#-4K(',4(*+"(4'%('%"().!$%4"-S'%-',49#%"('&%#;&4')":4,'
international law.45 

024' %9*)"%-8'Q%-2'Q2%$2' -24'*#,#9%&%-#,8'3,+)*('$#,,8'+)-' -24%,' %&&43#&' #$-%+"(' %"'5%+&#-%+"'+.' %"-4,"#-%+"#&'
2)9#"',%32-('&#Q'%('45%:4"-'-2,+)32+)-'A+&+9;%#<'024'?@=?'A#,#5#"#':4&43#-%+"'24#,:'")94,+)('4G#9*&4('
of atrocities committed by these groups and only rare examples of successful prosecutions. 

T"'Y#,%i+S'-24'A#,#5#"%(-#('94-'Q%-2'Z"%:#:'T":%34"#':4&'I)4;&+'7Q#'gZYTI76S'Q2%$2',4*+,-4:'-2#-'(%"$4'
?@@?'-24,4'2#54';44"'=NH',4*+,-4:'2+9%$%:4('+.'7Q#'*4+*&4'%"'-24',43%+"<'T-'%('"+-'J"+Q"'4G#$-&8'2+Q'9#"8'
+.'-24(4'#,4'#&&434:'-+';4'-24',4(*+"(%;%&%-8'+.'*#,#9%&%-#,8'3,+)*(';)-'-24,4'2#54';44"'$+"5%$-%+"('%"'D)(-'-2,44'
cases. Delegates heard from authorities tasked with the responsibility of protecting the population that they did 
"+-';4&%454'-2#-'*#,#9%&%-#,%4('+*4,#-4:'%"'-24%,'#,4#<

T"'b+*#&S'A#,#5#"%(-#('94-'Q%-2'-24'O4.4"(+,m#':4&'I)4;&+'#":'-24']#,&8'̀ #,"%"3'18(-49'C.!$4,S46 and with 
,4*,4(4"-#-%54('+.'&+$#&'#":',43%+"#&'*+&%$4'.+,$4(<']#$2'+,3#"%(#-%+"',4.)(4:'-+'#$J"+Q&4:34'-24'*#,#9%&%-#,8'
threats in the region. 

T"'1%"$4&4D+S'-24'A#,#5#"#'Q#('%".+,94:'+.'-24'$+"-%")4:'*,4(4"$4'+.'*#,#9%&%-#,8'3,+)*('#":'%"'*#,-%$)&#,'
-24%,'%"5+&5494"-'Q%-2'&#,34'9)&-%"#-%+"#&'$+,*+,#-%+"('#":'Q4#&-28'A+&+9;%#"'.#9%&%4(<'024':4&43#-4('Q4,4'
-+&:'+.'#'34"4,#&'&#$J'+.'%"54(-%3#-%+"'%"-+'$,%94(<'

T"'7"-%+U)%#S'-24':4&43#-%+"'94-'Q%-2'A+&4$-%5+':4'7;+3#:+('O4.4"(+,4(':4&']D4'A#.4-4,+'gA7O]A6<'0248'
Q4,4'-+&:'-2#-'-24'1-#-4'2#(':4$&#,4:'-24',43%+"'-+';4'a*+(-W$+"r%$-hS':4(*%-4'-24'*,4(4"$4'+.'#'*#,#9%&%-#,8'
3,+)*'gA#$%U)4'I%*%"-#6'Q2%$2'(),5%54:'-24':49+;%&%(#-%+"'*,+$4(('%"-#$-<'A7O]A'2#('(%"$4';44"'%".+,94:';8'
1-#-4'+.!$%#&('-2#-'-24',#-4'+.',4*+,-4:'$,%94('2#(':,+**4:'(%3"%!$#"-&8<'A7O]A'J"+Q('-2%('-+';4'.#&(4'#":'2#('
:4-4,9%"4:'-2#-'-24'#)-2+,%-%4('2#54',4.)(4:'-+',4$4%54'-24',4*+,-(S'-4&&%"3'5%$-%9('-+'3+'4&(4Q24,4'+,'(%9*&8'
accusing them of lying. 

I#,#9%&%-#,8'3,+)*('#,4'#;&4'-+'+*4,#-4'.,44&8'#":'#-'Q2%9S'454"'#$J"+Q&4:3%"3'-24%,'*,4(4"$4'-2,+)32'+*4"'
&4--4,('Q2%$2'#""+)"$4'-24%,'#34":#(S'+.'Q2%$2'-24'A#,#5#"#'Q#('(2+Q"'(454,#&'4G#9*&4(<

43  Paramilitaries’ Heirs: The New Face of Violence in Colombia. See n. 1.

44  See section 3.4.

45  The American convention on HR; Velásquez Rodríguez v Honduras, Judgment of 29 July 1988, Inter-Am. Ct. H.R., (Ser. C) No. 4 (1988), paras 172- 

 175; (1) I/A Court H.R.Case of Radilla-Pacecho v. Mexico 2009; (2) I/A Court H.R., Case of Cabrera-Garcia and Montiel-Flores v. Mexico 2010.

@e!!*2+4!,6!4]%!*':.03!P%6%&$%+;/!I6-3%<!4]%!%2+.G!72+&0&Z!/G/4%(!0/!2!`%G!(%3]2&0/(!0&!]%.10&Z!1+,4%34!9,.,(:02&/!6+,(!a0,.%&3%!:G!12+2(0.042+0%/!!

 and guerrillas.
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4.8 Improper reliance on military justice
`24,4'$,%94('%"5+&54'5%+&#-%+"('+.'2)9#"',%32-(S'-24'$+"(4"()('%"'%"-4,"#-%+"#&'2)9#"',%32-('&#Q'%('-2#-'-24'*,+*4,'
.+,)9'%('-24'$%5%&' D)(-%$4'(8(-49<47 Delegates in all regions were therefore concerned to hear testimony about 
$#(4('%"5+&5%"3'2)9#"',%32-('5%+&#-%+"('#3#%"(-'$%5%&%#"('Q2+'Q4,4';4%"3'-,%4:'%"'9%&%-#,8'$+),-(<'A),,4"-'*,+*+(#&('
-+',4.+,9'-24'9%&%-#,8'D)(-%$4'(8(-49'Q%&&'*,454"-'5%$-%9('.,+9'(44J%"3'D)(-%$4'%"'-24'$%5%&'D)(-%$4'(8(-49'Q24,4'-24'
#&&434:'*4,*4-,#-+,('#,4'949;4,('+.'-24'#,94:'.+,$4(<'024'A#,#5#"#'%('$+"$4,"4:'-2#-'%.'%9*&494"-4:'-24(4'
a,4.+,9(h'Q%&&'*,454"-'-24'#$2%45494"-'+.'D)(-%$4'%"'A+&+9;%#<'>+,'4G#9*&4S'%"'e)$#,#9#"3#S'-24'%"54(-%3#-%+"'+.'
#'$#(4'+.'-Q%"';,+-24,('Q2+'Q4,4'(454,4&8';),"4:'Q2%&(-'%"'*+&%$4'$)(-+:8'Q#('$&+(4:';8'#'9%&%-#,8'$+),-S':4(*%-4'
#**#,4"-&8'$,4:%;&4'45%:4"$4'-2#-'-24';+8('Q4,4'(4-'+"'!,4';8'*+&%$494"<'

024':4&43#-%+"',4$4%54:',4*+,-('#;+)-'-24'%"4..4$-%54"4(('+.'9%&%-#,8'$+),-('%"':4#&%"3'Q%-2'$#(4('+.'.#&(+('*+(%-%5+(<'
T"'7"-%+U)%#S'A+,*+,#$%+"' P),%:%$#'[%;4,-#:'gAP[6'2#('#--49*-4:'-+'34-'*,+$44:%"3('-,#"(.4,,4:' .,+9'9%&%-#,8'
D),%(:%$-%+"'-+'+,:%"#,8'$%5%&'D),%(:%$-%+"<'0248'2#54'.#$4:'(-,)33&4('%"'-24'9%&%-#,8'$+),-('c'+"4'*#,-"4,'+.'AP['Q#('
*,454"-4:'.,+9'U)4(-%+"%"3'Q%-"4((4('Q24"'24'-,%4:'-+'*#,-%$%*#-4'%"'-24'*,+$44:%"3('#":',4$4%54:'54,;#&'#;)(4'
from the judge.48

024':4&43#-4('Q4,4'-+&:';8'AP['#;+)-'$#(4('Q24,4'!,4('Q4,4':4&%;4,#-4&8'(-#,-4:'%"'9%&%-#,8'$+),-('-+'2%:4'+,'
:4(-,+8'45%:4"$4<'AP[K('4G*4,%4"$4'Q#('-2#-'.,4U)4"-&8'-24'+"&8'+;D4$-%54'+.'-24'9%&%-#,8'D):34('Q#('-+'$&+(4'$#(4('
+,':4$&#,4'#$-%+"('&43%-%9#-4')":4,'9%&%-#,8',)&4(<'024'?@=?'A#,#5#"#'&#-4,',#%(4:'-24(4'$+"$4,"('#;+)-'-24'&#$J'
of independence of military court judges with the Ministry of Defence in Bogota. 

F%&%-#,8'D),%(:%$-%+"'#&(+'2#('#"'%9*#$-'+"'-24'-8*4'+.'D)(-%$4':4&%54,4:<'T"'b+*#&S'-24':4&43#-%+"'Q#('%".+,94:'-2#-'
%9*,%(+"4:'9%&%-#,8'*4,(+""4&'#,4'%"',4#&%-8'D)(-'$+"!"4:'-+'-24%,';#--#&%+"('#":'2#54'$+"(%:4,#;&4'.,44:+9'-+'
9+54'#,+)":'$#9*<'02%('Q#('"+-'.4&-'-+';4'#"'4..4$-%54'.+,9'+.'D)(-%$4S'3%54"'-24'(454,%-8'+.'-24'$,%94('$+99%--4:<

E<N'O4!$%4"$%4('%"'-24'P)(-%$4'#":'I4#$4'&#Q'
024,4' #,4' $+"-%")%"3' $+"$4,"(' #;+)-' -24' .)"$-%+"%"3' +.' -24' P)(-%$4' #":' I4#$4' *,+$4((' %"'A+&+9;%#<' T"'A#&%S'
-24':4&43#-4('24#,:'.,+9'-24'Q%:+Q'+.'#'9#"'J%&&4:';8'*#,#9%&%-#,%4('%"'?@@B<'024'%":%5%:)#&(',4(*+"(%;&4'2#54'
#$J"+Q&4:34:' -24%,' $,%94';)-S' 2#5%"3' 3+"4' -2,+)32' -24' P)(-%$4' #":'I4#$4'*,+$4((S' 2#54'2#:' -24%,' (4"-4"$4('
,4:)$4:<'7('84-'-24'Q%:+Q'2#('"+-',4$4%54:'24,'$+9*4"(#-%+"<'

C"'='7)3)(-'?@=?S'-24'1)*,494'A+),-'24&:'-2#-'Q24,4'#'3)4,,%&&#'+,'*#,#9%&%-#,8'&4#:4,'2#('();9%--4:'2%9(4&.'
-+'5+&)"-#,8'$+".4((%+"'*,+$4:),4(')":4,'-24'P)(-%$4'#":'I4#$4'&#QS'#&&'$,%9%"#&' %"54(-%3#-%+"('#3#%"(-'2%9'Q%&&'
;4'2#&-4:'#)-+9#-%$#&&8<'7('#"'%&&)(-,#-%+"'+.'2+Q'-2%('Q%&&'Q+,JS'-24'3)4,,%&&#'&4#:4,']&:#'Y48%('F+(U)4,#'X#,$%#'
(Commander of the Frente 47) faced charges for the recruitment and subsequent murder of 15 year old boys, 
Q2+'(24',4&%4:'+"'-+'*4,*4-,#-4'#--#$J('#3#%"(-'5%&&#34(<'T"'?@@NS'(24'();9%--4:'24,(4&.'-+'-24'P)(-%$4'#":'I4#$4'
*,+$4((S'-24,4;8':4"8%"3'.#9%&%4('+.'-24'5%$-%9('-24'+**+,-)"%-8'.+,'.),-24,'%"54(-%3#-%+"<''

T"'b+*#&S'2)9#"',%32-(':4.4":4,('#":'$+99)"%-8'949;4,(',#%(4:'$+"$4,"('-2#-'*#,#9%&%-#,%4('#,4'#;)(%"3'-24'
P)(-%$4'#":'I4#$4'*,+$4((';8'+"&8'3%5%"3')*'4"+)32'%".+,9#-%+"'"44:4:'-+'(4$),4'-24',4:)$4:'(4"-4"$4('#5#%&#;&4'
)":4,'-24'*,+$4((<'0248'Q4,4'#&(+'$+"$4,"4:'-2#-'-24'9#G%9)9'(4"-4"$4'#5#%&#;&4')":4,'-24'*,+$4(('g4%32-'
84#,('%9*,%(+"94"-6'%('-++'&4"%4"-'.+,'-24'9+(-'(454,4'$,%94('#":'2)9#"',%32-('5%+&#-%+"('+.'2#,#((94"-S'-+,-),4'
and murder.

47 See Principle 9 of the UN Military Justice Standards - the prersumption of civilian jurisidiction in cases of serious human rights    
 violations; and the UN Economic Social Council: Pricinples Governing the Administration of Justice Through Military Tribunals. See also footnote 45.

@C!!l],!/20$!]%!X72&4%$!4,!Z,!,'4/0$%!2&$!`03`!4]%!.27G%+;/!2//H)!
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5. Threats, attacks, persecution 
 and killings of lawyers 
024'&43#&'*,+.4((%+"'$#"':+'9+,4'-+'9+;%&%(4'%-(4&.'-+'4"(),4'-2#-'-24'3+54,"94"-'#":'-24'>%($#&m#'.+&&+Q(')*'
cases of murders, attacks and threats against lawyers. The local Colegios de Abogados, particularly the Colegio 
:4'[%-%3#"-4(':4'A#&%S'2#54';44"'54,8'5+$%.4,+)(' %"'-24%,'$+":49"#-%+"'+.'()$2'J%&&%"3('9#"8'+.'Q2%$2'2#54'
2#**4"4:'%"'A#&%<'_+Q454,'-2%('"44:('-+';4',4*4#-4:'+"'#'"#-%+"#&'($#&4'#":'-24'O4&43#-%+"'%('4"$+),#34:'
-+'"+-4'-2#-'-24,4'%('"+Q'#"']G4$)-%54'A+99%--44'+.'A+&+9;%#"'[%-%3#-%+"'[#Q84,('gA+9%-4']D4$)-%5+':4'&#'
7;+3#$%#6'Q2%$2',4*,4(4"-('+54,'-Q+'-2%,:('+.'-24'#$-%54'A+&43%+('#":'#((+$%#-%+"('%"'A+&+9;%#<' T-('#"")#&'
conference in August 2012 paid particular attention to the plight of human rights lawyers and to the many 
&#Q84,('Q2+'2#54';44"'9),:4,4:'Q2%&(-'$#,,8%"3'+)-'-24%,'Q+,J<'024'A#,#5#"#'2+*4('-2#-'-24'$+99%--44'Q%&&'
be allowed to grow into a legitimate independent body that represents the interests of the legal profession. 
024':%($%*&%"4'+.'&#Q84,('#":'D):34('%('$),,4"-&8'4"-%,4&8'%"'-24'2#":('+.'-24'A+"(4D+'1)*4,%+,':4'&#'P):%$#-),#S'
Q2%$2'-24'ZY'1*4$%#&'\#**+,-4),'+"'-24'%":4*4":4"$4'+.'D):34('#":'&#Q84,('.+)":'Q#('();D4$-'-+'*+&%-%$#&'
%"-4,.4,4"$4'#":'$+)&:'-24,4.+,4';4')(4:'-+';,%"3'*,4((),4'+"'2)9#"',%32-('&#Q84,(<'T"'-24'A#,#5#"#K('944-%"3'
Q%-2'-24'D):34('+.'-24'1)*,494'A+),-'-24'I,4(%:4"-'%":%$#-4:'2%('Q%(2'-2#-':%($%*&%"4'(2+)&:';4'*)-'%"'-24'
2#":('+.'-24',4(*4$-%54'*,+.4((%+"(<'02%('Q+)&:'*,4()**+(4'-24'4G%(-4"$4'+.'#'"#-%+"#&';#,'Q2%$2'$+)&:';4'
trusted by all lawyers and members of the public alike. In this regard the delegation also acknowledges the 
,+&4'*&#84:';8'-24'1*#"%(2'e#,'7((+$%#-%+"'gA+"(4D+'X4"4,#&':4'&#'7;+3#$m#6'%"'()**+,-%"3'-24'$,4#-%+"'+.'#'
Colombian bar and condemning the murder of Colombian lawyers.49

5.1 Assassinations 
024'?@=?'A#,#5#"#':4&43#-4('.+)":'#'Q#,9'Q4&$+94'.,+9'-24%,'2+(-('Q2+'Q4,4'2)9#"',%32-('&#Q84,('%"'9#"8'
$%-%4(S'-+Q"('#":',),#&'#,4#('+.'A+&+9;%#<'024':4&43#-%+"'2#:'2+*4:'-2#-'%-'Q+)&:'4"$+)"-4,'#'(#.4,'4"5%,+"94"-'
;)-'Q4,4':%(9#84:'-+'24#,'45%:4"$4'-2#-'#((#((%"#-%+"('$+"-%")4'#-'(%9%&#,'#":S'%"'(+94',43%+"(S'#"'%"$,4#(4:'
,#-4'(%"$4'?@=@<'024,4'Q4,4',4*+,-('+.'&#Q84,('J%&&4:'D)(-'-Q+'Q44J(';4.+,4'-24':4&43#-%+"'#,,%54:'%"'A+&+9;%#

024'?@=?'A#,#5#"#':4&43#-4('Q2+'5%(%-4:'1%"$4&4D+'24#,:'45%:4"$4'+.'-24':4#-2'+.'_)9;4,-+']9%&%+'754"-
:#i+'1#&#d#,S'#'&#Q84,'Q2+'Q#('J%&&4:'+"'E'7)3)(-'?@=?<'024':4&43#-%+"K('5%(%-'%"'?@=?'Q#('-24'!,(-'-%94'-2#-'
-24'A#,#5#"#':4&43#-4('2#:'5%(%-4:'1%"$4&4D+'#('%-'Q#('*,45%+)(&8',4*+,-4:'-+';4'-++',%(J8<'>+,'9#"8'84#,('%-'
Q#('-++':#"34,+)('.+,'2)9#"',%32-('&#Q84,('-+'+*4,#-4'%"'1%"$4&4D+'#":'-24,4'Q#('#'34"4,#&'$&%9#-4'+.'.4#,<'T-'
is widely accepted that successor groups to the supposedly demobilised paramilitaries continue to operate in 
Colombia50'#":'%"'-2%(',43%+"S'%"'*#,-%$)&#,<''0+:#8'-24,4'#,4'.4Q'2)9#"',%32-('&#Q84,('%"'1%"$4&4D+'#('#',4()&-'+.'
the historic and continuing pattern of attacks and threats.

024'?@=?'A#,#5#"#':4&43#-4('Q2+'5%(%-4:'A#,-#34"#'Q4,4'
informed that 17 lawyers had been killed in the city in the 
&#(-' !54' 84#,(<'024' &#Q84,(' -#,34-4:'Q4,4' $#-43+,%(4:';8'
-24'-8*4'+.'Q+,J'*4,.+,94:S'Q2%$2'%"$&):4(/'&#Q84,('Q+,J-
ing on land restitution cases; lawyers defending political cas-
es (who are often accused of being members of FARC); 
#":' &#Q84,(' Q+,J%"3' +"' :,)3' -,#.!$J%"3' $#(4(<' ]54"' -24'
youngest lawyers are targeted. On 5 December 2011, Ma-
nuel Alejandro Mieles Gonzalez, a 22 year old law student 
Q+,J%"3'%"'-24'-4#9'+.'-24'7:9%"%(-,#-%54'0,%;)"#&'9#3%(-
trate, was killed in Cartagena while at work. Before he was 
killed Manuel also worked for three years as an assistant to 
a Cartagena lawyer who undertakes land restitution cases.

49 See http://www.abogacia.es/2013/03/11/carlos-carnicer-denuncia-un-nuevo-asesinato-de-un-abogado-en-colombia/ (accessed 25 April 2013).

50  See n.1. - Paramilitaries’ Heirs: The New Face of Violence in Colombia, Human Rights Watch Report, February 2010.
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024'3,+)*'-2#-'5%(%-4:'A#&%'Q4,4'3%54"'#'&%(-'+.'ER'&#Q84,('J%&&4:'%"'-24'&#(-'!54'84#,(<'C"'=='P#")#,8'?@=?S 
O,']&%d#;4-2'A)4&&#,'q)%"-4,+S'I,4(%:4"-'+.'-24'A+&43%+':4'7;+3#:+(':4'e)3#'ge)3#'e#,'7((+$%#-%+"6'Q#('
J%&&4:'%"'e)3#';8'#':,%54W;8'#((#((%"'+"'#'9+-+,;%J4<'7'.),-24,'(454"'&#Q84,('Q4,4'J%&&4:'%"'A#&%';4-Q44"'P#")#,8'
#":'P)"4'?@=?<'

`2%&4'-24,4' %('#'2%32' &454&'+.',%(J'+.'*,#$-%(%"3' %"'-24'&43#&'*,+.4((%+"'%"'34"4,#&S'2)9#"',%32-('*,#$-%-%+"4,('
.#$4'454"'Q+,(4':#"34,(<'T-'%('$&4#,'-2#-'2)9#"',%32-(':4.4":4,('#,4'*#,-%$)&#,&8'-#,34-4:o'.+,'4G#9*&4'+"'=B'
>4;,)#,8'?@=?S'P+,34'_)9;4,-+'F#,-%"4d'A#":#9#&S'#'949;4,'+.'#"'%"-4,"#-%+"#&'2)9#"',%32-('+,3#"%(#-%+"S'
Q#('(2+-':4#:'%"'0)&)#<'024'A#,#5#"#':4&43#-4('Q2+'5%(%-4:'7"-%+U)%#'#&(+'24#,:'-2#-'%"'#::%-%+"'-+'&#Q84,(S'
D):34('2#54'#&(+';44"'J%&&4:<'C"4'+.'-24'9+(-',4$4"-'J%&&%"3('Q#('+"'=N'P)&8'?@=?S'Q24"'P):34'P+,34'7&;4,-+'
\4(-,4*+'X+"d#&4dS'#'D):34'+.'-24'A,%9%"#&'A+),-'+.']"5%3#:+S'Q#('9),:4,4:'%"'F4:4&&m"<'O4&43#-4('Q4,4'3%54"'
,4*+,-('+.'!54'%"54(-%3#-+,('+.'-24'F4:4&&m"'$,%9%"#&'*,+(4$)-+,%#&')"%-'Q2+'Q4,4'#((#((%"#-4:'Q2%&4'$#,,8%"3'
out work in connection with the mass burial ground from a massacre in Cesar. 

T"'-24'*4,%+:';4-Q44"'P#")#,8'#":'P)"4'?@=?S'-24'A#,#5#"#'Q,+-4'-+'I,4(%:4"-'1#"-+( 
5+%$%"3'-24'$+"$4,"'+.'-24'%"-4,"#-%+"#&'&43#&'$+99)"%-8'#;+)-'-24':4#-2('+./

Dr Elizabeth Cuellar Quintero, =='P#")#,8'?@=?'%"'e)3#S'V#&&4':4'A#)$#o
Braulio Pardo Velasquez, ?H'P#")#,8'?@=?'%"'A#&%o

Claudio Urruchurto Navarro, 3 February 2012 in Barranquilla;
Rodrigo Pinillo Palmero,'R'>4;,)#,8'?@=?'%"'V%&&#5%$4"%+o

Jorge Humberto Candamil Martinez, 13 February 2012 in Tulua;
Richard Edward Floria Sanchez, 24 February 2012 in Cali;
Jose Manuel Garzon Silva, 29 February 2012 in Bogota;

Hugo Salazar Hidrobo, 23 March 2012 in Cali;
?4)&5'$#9$/@#A%"'B 26 March 2012 in Cali;

Carlos Humberto Libreros, 25 April 2012 in Cali;
Arley Cordoba Hoyos, 3 May 2012 in Cali; and

Julian Eduardo Pedraza Cardona, N'P)"4'?@=?'%"'A#&%<
.

5.2 Death threats 
024')",49%--%"3'#$-%5%-%4('+.'*4,*4-,#-+,('+.'5%+&4"$4'#3#%"(-'2)9#"',%32-(':4.4":4,('-#J4'9#"8'.+,9('#":'2#54'
(454,#&'(4,%+)('$+"(4U)4"$4(<'024'$+99)"%$#-%+"'+.':4#-2'-2,4#-('#3#%"(-' &#Q84,(S'-24%,' .#9%&%4(S'#":'-2+(4'
who work in their organisations, profoundly affects the way that their work is carried out. Extra precautions 
2#54'-+';4'-#J4"S'()$2'#('9+5%"3'2+)(4'-+'(#.4,'#$$+99+:#-%+"S'4"(),%"3'-24%,'$2%&:,4"'#,4'#$$+9*#"%4:'-+'
#":'.,+9'($2++&'#":'+-24,'#$-%5%-%4(S'#":'4"(),%"3'9#G%9)9'(4$),%-8'%('%"'*&#$4'#-'&#Q84,(K'+.!$4(<'I,+-4$-%+"'
.,+9'#--#$J'%('*,+5%:4:';8'I4#$4'e,%3#:4('T"-4,"#-%+"#&'gIeT6'%"'(+94'$#(4(S'Q24,4;8'&#Q84,('#,4'#$$+9*#"%4:'
%"'-24%,':#%&8'Q+,J';8'#'IeT'5+&)"-44,<51 

O4&43#-4('24#,:'45%:4"$4' %"'454,8' ,43%+"'5%(%-4:';8' -24'A#,#5#"#'+.' (4,%+)(&8'2%32' &454&('+.':4#-2' -2,4#-('
,4$4%54:';8'2)9#"',%32-('&#Q84,(<'T"'e)$#,#9#"3#S'#-'-24'+.!$4('+.']U)%*+'P),%:%$+'I)4;&+('g]PI6S':4&43#-4('
%"-4,5%4Q4:'[4+"#,:+' P%94"4dS' #' &#Q84,'Q2+'2#(' ,4$4%54:' (+'9#"8':4#-2' -2,4#-(' -2#-' -24' T"-4,W794,%$#"'
A+99%((%+"'+"'_)9#"'\%32-('+,:4,4:'-24'A+&+9;%#"'1-#-4'-+'*,+5%:4'*,+-4$-%54'94#(),4('.+,'2%9<'

O4&43#-4('Q2+'5%(%-4:'e)$#,#9#"3#'94-' -24'2)9#"',%32-(':4.4":4,' P2+"4&'Ap,:4"#('A#(-,%&&k"'#":'24#,:'
testimony as to how he was arrested by the army in March 2011 and kept at a police station for three days, 
:),%"3'Q2%$2'-%94'24'Q#('-+,-),4:';4.+,4';4%"3',4&4#(4:<'_4'Q#(':4*%$-4:'+"'-4&45%(%+"'#('#'949;4,'+.'#'
3)4,,%&&#'+,3#"%(#-%+"'#$$)(4:'+.'4"&%(-%"3'$2%&:'(+&:%4,(<'7.-4,'2%(',4&4#(4'24'!&4:'#'$+9*&#%"-'#3#%"(-'-24'*+&%$4'
;)-'-24'$#(4'Q#('$&+(4:';8'-24'*,+(4$)-%+"'(4,5%$4<'7.-4,'&4#5%"3'A+&+9;%#S'949;4,('+.'-24'A#,#5#"#'24#,:'
-2#-'P2+"4&'Ap,:4"#('Q#('-24'();D4$-'+.'#"'#--49*-4:'#((#((%"#-%+"'+"'L'14*-49;4,'?@=?<'

51 See section 6 for more information about protection schemes.
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`24"'-24':4&43#-4('5%(%-4:'-24'+.!$4('+.'AA7[I'gA+,*+,#$%+"'A+&4$-%5+':4'7;+3#:+('[)%('A#,&+('I4,4d6'%"'
e)$#,#9#"3#'-248'Q4,4'3%54"'45%:4"$4'+.'?L':4#-2'-2,4#-('(%"$4'?@@R'#3#%"(-'-24%,'&#Q84,('#&&'+.'Q2+9'#,4'.49#&4<

>49#&4' &#Q84,('Q+,J%"3' %"'e#,,#"U)%&&#'2#54';44"' ();D4$-' -+':4#-2' -2,4#-(' %"'?@=?'+"'B@'7)3)(-' #":'=E'
Y+549;4,<'O4&43#-4('94-'Q%-2' &#Q84,(' #":'949;4,('+.'AC[]F7O' gA+&4$-%5+'F)D4,4(' #&'O4,4$2+6S' #"'
YXC'%"'e#,,#"U)%&&#'-2#-',4*,4(4"-(',),#&'Q+94"'Q2+'2#54';44"',4(%(-%"3'#--#$J('.,+9'#,94:'3,+)*('-,8%"3'
-+'.+,$4'-249'+..'-24%,'&#":'.+,'9#"8'84#,(<'AC[]F7O'*,+5%:4('#((%(-#"$4'-+'-2+(4'Q2+'#,4'#..4$-4:';8'-24'
#,94:'$+"r%$-'#":'.+,$4':%(*&#$494"-(<'

024'&#Q84,('Q2+'*#,-%$%*#-4:'%"'-24'944-%"3S'%"$&):%"3'[)d'](-4&#'\+94,+S'4G*&#%"4:'-2#-'-24'&#Q84,('-249(4&54('
#,4'-2,4#-4"4:'#":'#--#$J4:'%"'-24'(#94'Q#8'#('-24%,'$&%4"-(<'024'%:4"-%!$#-%+"'+.'&#Q84,('Q%-2'-24%,'$&%4"-('
$&4#,&8'5%+&#-4('*,+5%(%+"'=^'+.'-24'Z"%-4:'Y#-%+"('e#(%$'I,%"$%*&4('+"'-24'\+&4'+.'[#Q84,(<52 Martha Diaz, a 
&#Q84,'Q+,J%"3'Q%-2'AC[]F7OS',4$4%54:'#"'49#%&'+"'B@'7)3)(-'?@=?'Q2%&4'-24':4&43#-%+"'Q#('5%(%-%"3S'(-#-%"3'
-2#-'(24'#":'AC[]F7O'949;4,('Q4,4'9%&%-#,8'-#,34-('#":'-2#-'-248'(2+)&:'&4#54'e#,,#"U)%&&#'%994:%#-4&8<'
F#,-2#'O%#d'Q#('(-+**4:'%"'-24'(-,44-'+)-(%:4'24,'2+94'#":'-+&:'(24'a2#:';4--4,'&4#54';4.+,4'"%32-.#&&h<

O4&43#-4('#&(+'94-'&#Q84,('.,+9'7>Z1COC'g7((+$%#$%+"':4'>#9%&%#,4('*+,')"'1+&+'O+&+,6'Q2+',4*,4(4"-'
5%$-%9('+.' 4G-,#' D):%$%#&' J%&&%"3(<'02%(' 3,+)*' ,4$4%54:' -24' (#94':4#-2' -2,4#-'+"'B@'7)3)(-<'024' &#Q84,('2#:'
to apply to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights for an order forcing the Colombian state to 
*,+5%:4'*,+-4$-%54'94#(),4(<'_+Q454,S'#.-4,'(44J%"3'-2%('*,+-4$-%+"S'-24'#..4$-4:' &#Q84,('Q4,4'2#,#((4:';8'
&+$#&'*+&%$4'Q2+',4.)(4:'-+'-#J4'-24%,'$+9*&#%"-('+.'-2,4#-('(4,%+)(&8<'''0248'#,4'54,8'$+"$4,"4:'#;+)-'-24'
$+""4$-%+"('-2#-'-24'A+&+9;%#"'*+&%$4'#":'-24'#,98'2#54'Q%-2'*#,#9%&%-#,%4('%"'-24',43%+"<'02%('%('*#,-%$)&#,&8'
,4&45#"-'.+,'-24'&#Q84,(K'Q+,J'+"'4G-,#WD):%$%#&'J%&&%"3('#":'.+,'&#":',4(-%-)-%+"S'#('-248'()(*4$-'$+&&)(%+"<

7' ,4*,4(4"-#-%54' +.' 7YO]1AC[' g7(+$%#$%+"' :4' O4(*&#d#:+(' A+&+9;%#"+(6S' Q2%$2' ,4*,4(4"-(' :%(*&#$4:'
*4,(+"(S'94-'Q%-2'-24'?@=?'A#,#5#"#'#":':4($,%;4:'-24'()**+,-'*,+5%:4:';8'A+&+9;%#"'2)9#"',%32-('&#Q84,('
%"'-24'.+&&+Q%"3'-4,9(/'a0248'*)-'-249(4&54('%"'-24'!,%"3'&%"4'Q%-2')(h<'7YO]1AC['%('Q+,J%"3'+"'#'(-):8'%"-+'
-24'V%$-%9('[#Q'#":'[#":'\4(-%-)-%+"'[#Q'g[#Q'=EE^6S'Q2%$2'-248':+'"+-'$+"(%:4,'-+';4'*+(%-%54';4$#)(4'%-':+4('
"+-'3%54'#"8',4#&'3)#,#"-44('-2#-'-24'5%$-%9('Q%&&',4$4%54'$+9*4"(#-%+"'+,'-2#-'-24'&#":'Q%&&';4',4-),"4:'-+'-249<'

O4#-2'-2,4#-('%"'1%"$4&4D+'
Adil Melendez'%('#'&#Q84,'#":'949;4,'+.'FCVTA]S'%"'1%"$4&4D+S'Q+,J%"3'+"'$#(4('+.'&#":',4(-%-)-%+"<'_4'2#('
,4$4%54:' -4"':4#-2' -2,4#-('#":';44"'();D4$-' -+' -2,44'#((#((%"#-%+"'#--49*-(<'024' &#-4(-':4#-2' -2,4#-'$#94'
+"'?H'7)3)(-'?@=?'Q2%&4'-24'A#,#5#"#':4&43#-%+"'Q#('%"'A+&+9;%#<'024'A+&+9;%#"'1-#-4'2#('3,#"-4:'2%9'
*,+-4$-%+"'94#(),4('$+9*,%(%"3'-2,44';+:83)#,:('#":'#';)&&4-'*,++.'542%$&4<'Y454,-24&4((S'F,'F4&4":4d'-+&:'
-24'A#,#5#"#'-2#-'24'2#:'2#:'-+'$2#"34'-24';+:83)#,:(';4$#)(4'24':%:'"+-'-,)(-'-24'+"4('Q2+'2#:';44"'
#((%3"4:'-+'*,+-4$-'2%9<'_4'Q#('#&(+'*&#""%"3'-+',4-),"'2%('542%$&4'-+'-24'1-#-4';4$#)(4'-248'2#:'D)(-',4:)$4:'
his budget for petrol, which meant that he was no longer going to be able to afford to use it, rendering the 
*,+-4$-%+"'94#(),4('%"4..4$-%54<

T"3,%:'V4,3#,#S'#'949;4,'+.'FCVTA]'%"'1%"$4&4D+S'Q2+':4#&('Q%-2'&#":',4(-%-)-%+"'$#(4('#":':+$)94"-('2)9#"'
,%32-('5%+&#-%+"(';8'*#,#9%&%-#,%4(S'2#(';44"',43)&#,&8'-2,4#-4"4:<'>+,'9#"8'84#,('(24'2#(',4$4%54:'-2,4#-(';8'
49#%&S'-4&4*2+"4'#":'&4#r4-<'T"'-24'*#(-S'24,'2+)(4'Q#(';,+J4"'%"-+'#":'24,':#)32-4,'Q#('*28(%$#&&8'#((#)&-4:<'
e+-2'(24'#":'24,'2)(;#":';4"4!-'.,+9'*,+-4$-%+"'94#(),4(S';)-'(24'"+"4-24&4(('$+"-%")4('-+',4$4%54'-2,4#-(S'
-24'(+),$4'+.'Q2%$2'2#('"+-';44"'%"54(-%3#-4:<'53

52  The United Nations Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers 1990 were created to set standards of protection by the state for lawyers, so that  
 lawyers may effectively represent their clients without intimidation or attack. See in particular, Principles 16, 17 and 18:
 16. Governments shall ensure that lawyers (a) are able to perform all of their professional functions without  intimidation, hindrance, harassment or  
  improper interference; … 
 17. Where the security of lawyers is threatened as a result of discharging their functions, they shall be adequately safeguarded by the authorities.
! EC)!L27G%+/!/]2..!&,4!:%!0$%&40-%$!704]!4]%0+!3.0%&4/!,+!4]%0+!3.0%&4/;!32'/%/!2/!2!+%/'.4!,6!!$0/3]2+Z0&Z!4]%0+!6'&340,&

53  See Amnesty International’s Urgent Actions: Colombia Human Rights Defender’s Family,  3 December 2010, 
 http://www.amnesty.lu/spip/spip.php?article4258
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O4&43#-4(' Q2+' -,#54&&4:' -+' -24' .#,' (+)-2' +.' A+&+9;%#'94-' Q%-2' &#Q84,(' .,+9' I#(-+' #":'0)9#$+' %"' -24'
O4*#,-94"-' +.' Y#,%i+<' 024(4' &#Q84,(' Q+,J' Q%-2' 7.,+WA+&+9;%#"' $+99)"%-%4(' #":' 7Q#' %":%34"+)('
$+99)"%-%4('#('949;4,('+.'-Q+',43%+"#&'YXC(S'ZYTI7'#":'X)#(%9m<'0Q4"-8'-2,4#-('2#54';44"'%(()4:';8'
*#,#9%&%-#,8' 3,+)*(' #":' -24' >7\A' -+'ZYTI7'#(' #"'+,3#"%(#-%+"' #":' -+' %-(' %":%5%:)#&'949;4,(S' 5%#' 49#%&(S'
telephone and text messages.

The delegates heard testimony from human rights lawyer, Diana Montilla, about the harassment she and her 
.#-24,S']:3#,'F+"-%&&#S'2#54'()..4,4:<']:3#,'F+"-%&&#' %('#'2)9#"',%32-('&#Q84,'.,+9'Y#,%i+'#":'2#(';44"'-24'
5%$-%9'+.':4#-2'-2,4#-('#":'#"'#((#((%"#-%+"'#--49*-' %"'?@==<'O),%"3'-2%('#--49*-'+"']:3#,K(' &%.4'+"4'+.'2%('
;+:83)#,:('Q#('(2+-'#":'%"D),4:';4.+,4',4-),"%"3'!,4'#":'J%&&%"3'+"4'+.'-24'*4,*4-,#-+,(<'024'$2,+"+&+38'(%"$4'
that assassination attempt strongly suggests that the police and prosecutors were more interested in pursuing 
-24';+:83)#,:'-2#"'%"'%"54(-%3#-%"3'-24'#--49*-'+"']:3#,'F+"-%&&#K('&%.4<

T"'-24%,'944-%"3'Q%-2'*,+(4$)-+,('%"'Y#,%i+S'A#,#5#"#':4&43#-4('Q4,4'%".+,94:'-2#-'*,+(4$)-+,('%"'0)9#$+'
#&(+' ,4$4%54' :4#-2' -2,4#-(' .,+9'*#,#9%&%-#,%4(' #":' 3)4,,%&&#(<'024' *);&%$' *,+(4$)-+,'Q+,J%"3'Q%-2' -24'7Q#'
$+99)"%-%4(S'Q2+'94-'Q%-2'-24':4&43#-%+"'%"'I#(-+S'(-#-4:'-2#-'*);&%$'*,+(4$)-+,(',4$4%54'-2,4#-('.,4U)4"-&8<

In meetings with the judiciary there were reports of many threats and attacks on judges and people working 
%"' -24' $+),-' (8(-49<'024':4&43#-4('Q2+'5%(%-4:'F4:4&&m"'94-'Q%-2' [)%(' >4,"#":+'C-p&5#,+'A#&&4S'Y#-%+"#&'
I,4(%:4"-'+.'71CY7[<'_4',4*+,-4:'+"'#'")9;4,'+.'#--#$J('+"'D)(-%$4'(8(-49'+*4,#-+,('#":':4($,%;4:'-24'
current context as one of intimidation, with judges and prosecutors experiencing persecution from illegal 
3,+)*(' #":' #&(+' .,+9' -24' 1-#-4<' 1+94' #)-2+,%-%4(' #":' %"(-%-)-%+"(' 2#54' *);&%$&8' "#94:' D):34(' #(' 3)4,,%&&#'
members, completely undermining their work, the independence of the judiciary and the rule of law. Mr 
C-p&5#,+S'%"'2%('$#*#$%-8'+.'#('I,4(%:4"-'+.'71CY7[S'#(J4:'.+,'%"-4,"#-%+"#&'()**+,-'.+,'D):34('#-',%(J<'

T"'A#&%S'?@=?'A#,#5#"#':4&43#-4('94-'e4#-,%d'])34"%#'[%;,4,+(S'I4"#&' P):34' %"' -24'A+),-'+.'A#&%<54 124'2#('
,4$4%54:'*,+-4$-%+"'(%"$4'O4$49;4,'?@==S'Q2%$2'2#('J4*-'24,'#&%54'#.-4,'24,'$#,'Q#('(2+-'#-'Q2%&4'(24'Q#('
:,%5%"3'+"'#',+#:'(24')(4:'+"'#',43)&#,';#(%(<

7-'-%94('-24'&454&'+.',%(J'-+'&#Q84,('%('(+'3,4#-'-2#-'-248'$#""+-'5%(%-'-24%,'$&%4"-(<'024'$+#(-#&',43%+"'%"'Y#,%i+'%('
(+':#"34,+)('-2#-'#"8'&#Q84,'+,'*,+(4$)-+,',%(J('#--#$J'.,+9'*#,#9%&%-#,%4(<'T-'-#J4('-Q+':#8('-+'-,#54&';4-Q44"'
-24'(-#-4'$#*%-#&'I#(-+'#":'-24'$+#(-#&'-+Q"'+.'0)9#$+'#":'-24',+#:'%('54,8'2#d#,:+)(<'[#":'9%"4('2#54';44"'
*&#$4:'#,+)":'-24';#(4('+.'4&4$-,%$%-8'*8&+"('#":'&#Q84,('-,#54&&%"3'-+'(44'-24%,'$&%4"-('2#54'-+'9+)"-'54,8'-%32-'
security in order to reach Tumaco safely.

54  See section 4.5.

T9#34'+.'X,#548#,:'W''14"-'#('*#,-'+.'#':4#-2'-2,4#-
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R<B'1*),%+)('*,+$44:%"3('
C"4'+.' -24'94#"('+.'*,454"-%"3'2)9#"' ,%32-(' &#Q84,(' .,+9':+%"3' -24%,'Q+,J' %(' -24' &#)"$2%"3'+.';#(4&4(('
*,+$44:%"3('#3#%"(-'-249<'[#Q84,('#":'2)9#"',%32-(':4.4":4,('+.'AP['.#$4:'$,%9%"#&'*,+(4$)-%+"'.,+9'-24'
I,+(4$)-+,K('C.!$4'Q2%$2'&4:'-+'-,#$J%"3'#":'%"-4,$4*-%+"'+.'49#%&(';8'\TF]'g\43%+"#&4(':4'T"-4&%34"$%#'F%&%-#,6<'
>+,'4G#9*&4S']&J%"'P#,#9%&&+'\#9%,4d'2#(';44"'$2#,34:'+.'&%;4&'#":'(&#":4,'#":'-24'$,%9%"#&'*,+$44:%"3('2#54'
;44"'*,+9+-4:';8'e#--#&%+"'A+99#":4,'e4D#,#"+'F)i+d<'

Criminal proceedings against human right defenders are usually the result of military intelligence reports 
*,4*#,4:';8'949;4,('+.'\TF]S'Q2+'2#54'"+'D):%$%#&'.)"$-%+"(')":4,'-24'A+"(-%-)-%+"<'024')(4'+.'-4(-%9+"%4('
Q2%$2'2#54';44"':%(U)#&%!4:' %"'+-24,' $,%9%"#&'*,+$44:%"3(S' #":' %".+,9#"-('Q2+'#,4'4"$+),#34:' -+' -4(-%.8'
#3#%"(-'2)9#"',%32-(':4.4":4,('%"'4G$2#"34'.+,'&43#&'#":'4$+"+9%$';4"4!-(S'#,4'-#$-%$(',43)&#,&8')(4:';8'-24'
military as part of the strategy of the prosecution.

024'$#(4'+.' P):34' P)#"':4'O%+('1+&#"+'1+&#"+' %"'e)$#,#9#"3#'2%32&%32-(' -24' &#$J'+.' %":4*4":4"$4'+.' -24'
judiciary through this particular means of pressure. His use of judicial powers in releasing a suspected guerrilla 
Q#('*);&%$&8':4"%3,#-4:';8'I,4(%:4"-'1#"-+(<'P):34'1+&#"+'2#('(%"$4';44"'$+"5%$-4:'#":'(4"-4"$4:'+"'$,%9%"#&'
$2#,34('+.' *4,54,-%"3' -24' $+),(4'+.' D)(-%$4<55 '024'A#,#5#"#'Q#(' 3,#54&8' $+"$4,"4:'Q24"' -24' &#Q84,'b%,#'
e+&#"+('7,-),+'Q#('#,,4(-4:'#":'%9*,%(+"4:'+"'='P)"4S'?@==<'F('e+&#"+('Q#('#'949;4,'+.'-24'2+(-'$+99%--44'
%"'I+*#8p"'%"'7)3)(-'?@=@'Q24"'-24'14$+":'A#,#5#"#'5%(%-4:'-24'(+)-2'+.'A+&+9;%#<'7&-2+)32'#&&'$2#,34('
were dropped, Ms Bolanos was not released and was detained without a hearing until 16 April 2012, when 
-24'$2#,34('Q4,4')&-%9#-4&8':,+**4:<'124'Q#('!"#&&8',4&4#(4:'+"'?L'P)&8'?@=?S'&4(('-2#"'#'9+"-2';4.+,4'-24'
A#,#5#"#'#,,%54:<'02%('Q#('-24'(4$+":'-%94'-2#-'(24'2#(';44"'%9*,%(+"4:'+"'-24'$2#,34'+.',4;4&&%+"';4$#)(4'
of the work she does in representing political prisoners.

R<E'1),54%&&#"$4'
7A7O]_ZF'&#Q84,('94-'Q%-2'-24'?@=?'A#,#5#"#':4&43#-%+"'%"'e+3+-#'+"'?H'7)3)(-'?@=?'#":'3#54'#"')*:#-4'
+"'-24'O71'$#(4'+.'(),54%&&#"$4'-#,34-4:'#3#%"(-'2)9#"',%32-(' &#Q84,(<'024'A#,#5#"#'2#:';44"'$+"$4,"4:'
.+,'(+94'-%94'*,%+,'-+'-24'?@=@'A#,#5#"#'5%(%-'#;+)-',454&#-%+"('+.'*+&%$4S' %"-4&&%34"$4'#34"$8'#":'*+&%-%$#&'
%"5+&5494"-'%"'#'$#9*#%3"'%"-4":4:'(*4$%!$#&&8'-+')":4,9%"4'-24'Q+,J'+.'2)9#"',%32-('&#Q84,(<'

024' .+&&+Q%"3' :#8' #' (9#&&' 3,+)*' +.' :4&43#-4(' 94-' Q%-2' ,4*,4(4"-#-%54(' +.' (454,#&' 2)9#"' ,%32-(' &#Q84,(K'
+,3#"%(#-%+"(' %"' -24' +.!$4(' +.' 7A7O]_ZF<' [#Q84,(' :4($,%;4:' +;(-#$&4(' -+' -24%,' Q+,JS' %"$&):%"3' -24'
interception of communications. Most notable of these tactics is the tapping of mobile telephones. Delegates 
Q4,4'#Q#,4'+.'-24'$,%94('*4,*4-,#-4:';8'-24'O71'%"'-24',4$4"-'*#(-'#":'-24'.#$-'-2#-'9#"8'&#Q84,('2#:';44"'
-#,34-4:<'1454,#&'+.'-24',4*,4(4"-#-%54('*,4(4"-'4&#;+,#-4:'+"'2+Q'-248'2#:'(44"'4"-%,4'!&4('$+9*%&4:';8'-24'
O71S':4-#%&%"3'-24%,'&%54(<'1+94'+.'-24(4'!&4('%"$&):4:':4-#%&('+.'-24%,'$2%&:2++:S'Q2%$2'-24#-,4('+,',4(-#),#"-('
-248'&%J4:'-+'5%(%-S'#":'%".+,9#-%+"',43#,:%"3'-24%,'.#9%&%4(<'T-'%('"+Q'$+99+"'J"+Q&4:34'-2#-'-24'O71'-#**4:'
-24'9+;%&4'*2+"4('+.'#'")9;4,'+.'2)9#"',%32-('&#Q84,(<'T-'Q#('4G*&#%"4:'-+':4&43#-4('-2#-'#&-2+)32'-24'O71'
2#(';44"'#;+&%(24:'g#":'(+94'*4,*4-,#-+,('2#54';44"'$+"5%$-4:6S'-24'9#$2%"4,8'-2#-'-24'O71')(4:':),%"3'
-24'*4,%+:'+.'%&&43#&'#$-%5%-%4('(-%&&'4G%(-(<'O4&43#-4('Q4,4'-+&:'-2#-'-2%('%"-4&&%34"$4'4U)%*94"-'2#(';44"'(4"-'-+'
%"-4&&%34"$4':4*#,-94"-('%"'-24'#,98'#":'9%&%-#,8<'024'?@=?'A#,#5#"#'Q#('#&(+'#:5%(4:'-2#-'-2%('4U)%*94"-'2#('
-24'#;%&%-8'-+',4$+3"%(4'-24'5+%$4'+.'#"8'*4,(+"';4%"3'-#**4:'"+'9#--4,'Q2#-'9+;%&4'*2+"4'-248'#,4')(%"3<'

AP['%"'F4:4&&m"',4$4"-&8',4$4%54:'45%:4"$4'-2#-'#&&'%-('949;4,('2#:';44"'();D4$-'-+'%"-4&&%34"$4'3#-24,%"3';8'
-24'XB'X,+)*'%"'-24'O71<'F49;4,('Q4,4'.+&&+Q4:'#":'*2+-+3,#*24:'#('-248'Q4"-'#;+)-'-24%,'Q+,J<

55  See Box on Judge Solano. Section 4.9
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O4&43#-4('#&(+'24#,:'-2#-'+"4'+,3#"%(#-%+"'2#:'-49*+,#,%&8'(-+**4:')(%"3'%-('49#%&'(8(-49'#('%-'Q#(';4&%454:'
-2#-'49#%&('Q4,4';4%"3'%"-4,$4*-4:<''P#5%4,'7&4D#":,+S'#'949;4,'+.'-24'2)9#"',%32-('$+99%((%+"'+.'Z"%54,(%:#:'
T":)(-,%#&':4'1#"-#":4,S'2#:'2%('49#%&' 2#$J4:<' 1)$2' %"-4,$4*-%+"'$&4#,&8')":4,9%"4(' -24' &43%-%9#-4'Q+,J'+.'
human rights defenders. In addition to being a form of harassment which causes tremendous fear, such 
communications are likely to be used out of context to concoct charges of rebellion against those targeted. 

024'-2,4#-'+.'(),54%&&#"$4'%('+.'()$2'"#-),4'#":'($+*4'-2#-'%-'%"45%-#;&8')":4,9%"4('-24',4&#-%+"(2%*';4-Q44"'
&#Q84,('#":'-24%,'$&%4"-(S'#('9)$2'+.'-2#-'$+99)"%$#-%+"' %(';8' %-('54,8'"#-),4'*,%5#-4'#":'$+"!:4"-%#&<'024'
%9*&%$#-%+"('+.'(),54%&&#"$4'.+,'-24';#(%$'.)"$-%+"%"3'+.' &#Q84,('#('*,+.4((%+"#&(S'#":'.+,'#$$4(('-+'D)(-%$4';8'
+,:%"#,8'A+&+9;%#"(S'#,4'(4&.W45%:4"-<'

O4&43#-4('Q2+'5%(%-4:'I#(-+'24#,:'-4(-%9+"8'-2#-'+"'H'F#,$2'?@=?'O,']:3#,'F+"-%&&#'#":'2%(':#)32-4,'Q4,4'
*2+-+3,#*24:':),%"3'#'9#,$2'+,3#"%d4:';8'FCVTA]S';8'*4+*&4'Q2+'%:4"-%!4:'-249(4&54('Q%-2'*+&%$4'%:4"-%-8'
$#,:(<'024'*2+-+3,#*24,('Q4,4'*4,()#:4:'-+':4&4-4'-24'*2+-+(S'2+Q454,'-248'$+"-%")4:'-+'.+&&+Q'O,'F+"-%&&#'
and stated that they were doing intelligence gathering. In the following months Dr Montilla remained under 
(),54%&&#"$4'#":'*+&%$4'Q4,4'(44"'U)%-4'+*4"&8'"4#,'2%('+.!$4<'024'&#(-'-%94'-248'Q4,4'(44"'+*4"&8'Q#('?R'P)&8'
2012, when Dr Montilla’s bodyguard told them to go away. 

R<R'A8;4,'#--#$J('#":';),3&#,%4('+.'+.!$4('
[#Q84,('#&(+'.#$4'%"-4,.4,4"$4'Q%-2'-24%,'Q+,J';8'+-24,'94#"(<'O4&43#-4('24#,:'45%:4"$4'-2#-'&#Q84,('2#54'
2#:'-24%,'+.!$4(';),3&4:'#":':+$)94"-(S'$+9*)-4,('#":'+-24,'%-49('5%-#&'-+'-24%,'Q+,J'2#54';44"'(-+&4"<

T"'#'944-%"3'#-'-24'7A7O]_ZF'+.!$4('%"'e+3+-#S':4&43#-4('Q4,4'-+&:'+.'#'5%,#&'-2,4#-'-2#-'7A7O]_ZF'
%-(4&.'2#:'()..4,4:<'024%,'Q4;(%-4'Q#('2#$J4:'#":'#'5%,)('%"(-#&&4:'W'#"8+"4'#--49*-%"3'-+')(4'-24'Q4;(%-4'Q#('
Q#,"4:'-2#-'%-'$+"-#%"4:'#'5%,)('g#":'Q#('-24,4;8':4-4,,4:'.,+9'#$$4((%"3'%-6<'02%('&%9%-4:'-24'%".+,9#-%+"'-2#-'
7A7O]_ZF'$+)&:'*);&%$%(4')"-%&'-24'5%,)('Q#(',49+54:<'0248'Q4,4'.+,$4:'-+'(*4":'9+"48'-+',49+54'-24'
5%,)('#":'-+'%"$,4#(4'(4$),%-8'+"'-24'Q4;(%-4'-+'*,454"-'(%9%&#,'#--#$J(<'

T"'Y#,%i+':4&43#-4('24#,:'.),-24,'-4(-%9+"8'#;+)-'-24'2#,#((94"-'+.'O,']:3#,'F+"-%&&#o'2%('+.!$4'Q#(',#%:4:'
+"'-24'Y+549;4,'?@=='#":'$+9*)-4,('#":'#'3)"'+Q"4:';8'#';+:83)#,:'Q4,4'(-+&4"<'T-'Q#('$&4#,'-2#-'O,'
F+"-%&&#'Q#('(*4$%!$#&&8'-#,34-4:';4$#)(4'+-24,'&#Q84,('Q+,J%"3'%"'-24'(#94'+.!$4'Q4,4'"+-'#..4$-4:<

[#Q84,('.,+9']U)%*+'P),m:%$+':4'&+('I)4;&+('g]PI6'%"'e)$#,#9#"3#',4*+,-4:'-24'%"-,)(%+"'+.'#'*#,#9%&%-#,8'
3,+)*'%"'-24%,'+.!$4('%"'?@=@<

Attacks on land restitution lawyers 
C"'E'P)&8'?@=?S'&#Q84,('#":'2)9#"',%32-(':4.4":4,('Q+,J%"3'+"'&#":',4(-%-)-%+"'$#(4(',4$4%54:'-2,4#-('.,+9'
#'3,+)*'$#&&%"3' %-(4&.' -24'a7"-%W\4(-%-)-%+"'7,98h<'02+(4'-2,4#-4"4:' %"$&):4/'949;4,(''+.'-24'Colectivo de 
Abogados “José Alvear Restrepo”' gAA7P7\6S'Yessica Hoyos and Soraya Gutiérrez, the latter also being 
Vice-President of International Federation of Human Rights (FIDH); Diego MartinezS'4G4$)-%54'(4$,4-#,8'+.'
the Permanent Committee for the Defence of Human Rights (CPDH); Ivan CepedaS'.+)":4,'+.'-24'Y#-%+"#&'
F+5494"-'+.' 1-#-4'A,%94'V%$-%9(' gFCVTA]6o' Jeison Paba, Juan Diaz Chamorro, Pedro Geney, members 
of MOVICE; C$'"5&)"#9'+('>%0'S'I,4(%:4"-'+.' -24'>+)":#-%+"'+.' -24'A+99%--44' %"'1+&%:#,%-8'Q%-2'I+&%-%$#&'
I,%(+"4,('g>A1II6o'José Humberto TorresS'949;4,'+.'-24'>A1IIo'Gloria Cuartas, member of Colombianos y 
Colombianas por la Paz; Aida Quilcué; High Counsellor of the Regional Indigenous Council of Cauca (CRIC); 
Lilia SolanoS'I,4(%:4"-'+.'-24'P)(-%$4'#":'[%.4'*,+D4$-o'#":'Piedad Cordoba, a former senator of Colombia. 
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A+,*+,#$%k"'P),m:%$#'[%;4,-#:''
O4&43#-4(' 5%(%-%"3' 7"-%+U)%#' 94-' Q%-2' &#Q84,(' .,+9' -24' A+,*+,#$%k"' P),m:%$#' [%;4,-#:' gAP[6<' 1%"$4' %-('
4(-#;&%(294"-'%"'=NNBS'AP['2#('4G*4,%4"$4:'-2,4#-('#":'#33,4((%+"';4$#)(4'+.'%-('Q+,J<'

T"'?@@?W?@@BS'-24,4'Q#('#':44*4"%"3'+.'-2%('*4,(4$)-%+"'Q24"'AP[';43#"'-+',4*+,-'+"'4G-,#D):%$%#&'J%&&%"3(S'-24'
.#&(+('*+(%-%5+('$#(4(<'C"4'+.'9#"8'94#"('+.'*4,(4$)-%+"'%('-24';,%"3%"3'+.'$,%9%"#&'$#(4('#3#%"(-'AP['&#Q84,('
-24,4.+,4'%"-4,,)*-%"3'-24%,'2)9#"',%32-('Q+,J<'I,+(4$)-+,('2#54'&%"J4:'AP[K('2)9#"',%32-('Q+,J'%"'F4:4&&m"'
Q%-2'(*4$%!$'$#(4('+.'$+&&#;+,#-%+"'Q%-2'3)4,,%&&#(S')(%"3'#'9%&%-#,8'%"-4&&%34"$4'"4-Q+,J'+.'Q%-"4((4('-+'#((4,-'
these untruths.  

1+94'+,3#"%(#-%+"('$#9*#%3"%"3'#3#%"(-'2)9#"',%32-('&#Q84,('#,4'&%"J4:'-+'-24'(-#-4S'()$2'#('-24'7((+$%#-%+"'
of Victims of Guerrillas. This organisation is using blogs and websites to write discrediting information. There are 
$#;&4'-4&45%(%+"'*,+3,#994('-2#-'a#"#&8(4h'+,3#"%(#-%+"('&%J4'AP['#":'AA7P7\<'C"'+"4'()$2'*,+3,#994'-24'
*,4(4"-4,S'P#%94'\4(-,4*+S'%('J"+Q"'-+';4'#'*#,#9%&%-#,8'*,+G8<'

AP['2#('%"54(-4:'#'3,4#-':4#&'+.'4..+,-'%"-+'2#5%"3'*,+$44:%"3('-,#"(.4,,4:'.,+9'9%&%-#,8'-+'$%5%&'D),%(:%$-%+"<'T"'
*,+$44:%"3('Q%-2%"'9%&%-#,8'D),%(:%$-%+"S'2)9#"',%32-('&#Q84,(',4*,4(4"-%"3'5%$-%9('2#54'4G*4,%4"$4:'(+94'54,8'
)"$+9.+,-#;&4'(%-)#-%+"('#":'2#54',4$4%54:'9#"8'-2,4#-('.,+9'*#,#9%&%-#,8'3,+)*('%"'F4:4&&m"<

F%&%-#,8'D):34('.,4U)4"-&8'#--49*-'-+'$&+(4'$#(4('+,'%(()4':4$%(%+"('-2#-'&43%-%9%(4'9%&%-#,8'#$-%+"(<'024,4'2#54'#&(+'
;44"'(+94'#(-+"%(2%"3'$#(4(S'.+,'4G#9*&4'!,4('(-#,-4:'%"'9%&%-#,8'$+),-('%"'#"'4..+,-'-+'2%:4'+,'+;($),4'45%:4"$4<

1)$$4(('%"'-24'.#$4'+.':4#-2'-2,4#-('#":'2#,#((94"-
AP[' 2#(' 2#:' (*4$-#$)&#,' ()$$4((4(' :4(*%-4' -24' +;(-#$&4(' -+' $#,,8%"3' +)-' %-(' Q+,J<'0248' 2#54' ()$$4((.)&&8'
*,+(4$)-4:'(454,#&'$#(4('+.'4G-,#D):%$%#&'J%&&%"3(<'AP['%"'$+"D)"$-%+"'Q%-2'+-24,'+,3#"%(#-%+"('2#(',#%(4:'-2%('%(()4'
Q%-2'-24'Z"%-4:'Y#-%+"('_)9#"'\%32-('A+)"$%&'%"'X4"45#<'024'Z<1<'A+"3,4(('5+-4:'-+'()(*4":'9%&%-#,8'#%:'-+'
-24'A+&+9;%#"'X+54,"94"-'.+,'-Q+'84#,('%"'?@@L'-+'?@@N';4$#)(4'+.'-24'4G-,#D):%$%#&'J%&&%"3('#":'$+"-%")4:'
45%:4"$4'+.' &%"J(';4-Q44"'*);&%$'.+,$4('#":'*#,#9%&%-#,8'3,+)*(<'AP['&#Q84,('2#54'*,+9+-4:'$,%9%"#&'$#(4('
#3#%"(-';)(%"4((4('Q2%$2'*,+5%:4'!"#"$4'.+,'*#,#9%&%-#,%4(<'AP['2#('*4,()#:4:'-24'*);&%$'*,+(4$)-+,'-+';,%"3'
cases against military perpetrators, and has helped to reduce the number of cases sent to military courts.
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6. Lack of Adequate Protection for   
 Human Rights Defenders 
>+&&+Q%"3'-24'.#%&),4'+.'-24'A+&+9;%#"'1-#-4'-+'.)&!&'
%-(' +;&%3#-%+"(' -+' %"54(-%3#-4' #":' *,+(4$)-4' #--#$J('
on human rights defenders and to address systemic 
*#--4,"('+.' %9*)"%-8S' -24'1-#-4'2#('#&(+';,4#$24:' %-('
duties under international human rights law to protect 
&#Q84,(S'2)9#"',%32-(':4.4":4,('#":'+-24,'$%5%&'(+$%4-8'
actors who are at risk as a result of their work or 
associations. 
 

H<='I,+$4(('%(()4(/'%"*)-S'&#$J'+.'#**4#&(
A+"$4,"(' #;+)-' -24' &#$J' +.' *,+-4$-%+"S' #":' +.' 4..4$-%54' 94#(),4(' +.' *,+-4$-%+"S' Q4,4' 4G*,4((4:' ;8' -24'
%":%5%:)#&('#":'3,+)*('Q%-2'Q2+9'-24'?@=?'A#,#5#"#':4&43#-4('94-':),%"3'-24%,' ,43%+"#&'5%(%-(<'024' %(()4('
*,4(4"-4:'%"'-24',43%+"('Q4,4'-24"',#%(4:';8':4&43#-4('%"'5#,%+)('944-%"3('Q%-2'#)-2+,%-%4('%"'e+3+-#<'C54,#&&S'
-24' :4&43#-%+"' $+"$&):4(' -2#-' -24' #((),#"$4(' #":' D)(-%!$#-%+"(' +..4,4:' ;8' 5#,%+)(' (-#-4' #34"$%4(' :%:' "+-'
(#-%(.#$-+,%&8'#::,4(('-24'.#$-'-2#-'9#"8'A+&+9;%#"'2)9#"',%32-(':4.4":4,('#":'&#Q84,('$+"-%")4'-+',4$4%54'
%"#:4U)#-4'+,'"+'*,+-4$-%+"':4(*%-4'-24'3,#54',%(J('-2#-'-248'.#$4<'

O),%"3'-24'A#,#5#"#K('944-%"3'Q%-2'-24'Z"%:#:'Y#$%+"#&':4'I,+-4$$%k"'gZYI6S56 delegates were concerned 
-2#-'-24,4'#,4'+;5%+)(':)4'*,+$4(('r#Q('Q%-2%"'-24'$),,4"-'.,#94Q+,J<'7('#"'4G#9*&4S'-24,4'%('"+',%32-'+.'
#**4#&'#3#%"(-'#':4$%(%+"'+.'-24'ZYIS'+"&8'#',45%4Q'+.'-24':4$%(%+"';#(4:'+"'-24'(#94'%".+,9#-%+"' %"%-%#&&8'
*,+5%:4:';8'-24'#**&%$#"-' .+,'*,+-4$-%54'94#(),4(<'024'ZYI',4*,4(4"-#-%54' %":%$#-4:'-2#-'-24';+:8'Q+)&:'
;4'Q%&&%"3' -+' $+"(%:4,' #::%-%+"#&' %".+,9#-%+"' %"' -24' $#(4'+.' #'"43#-%54':4$%(%+"S';)-' -2#-'Q+)&:'94#"' -2#-'
-24'*,+$4(('Q+)&:';43%"'#"4Q<'F+,4+54,S'-24'#**&%$#"-'Q+)&:'2#54'#$$4(('-+'(+94';)-'"+-'"4$4((#,%&8'#&&'+.'
the information that was considered by the decision-making panel. It also remained unclear to the delegates 
Q24-24,'-24'#**&%$#"-'Q+)&:';4'3%54"':4-#%&('+.'-24',4#(+"('.+,'#'"43#-%54':4$%(%+"<'

X%54"'-24',4*+,-('-2#-'-24'A#,#5#"#':4&43#-4('24#,:'.,+9'+-24,'(+),$4('#;+)-'%":%5%:)#&('.,+9'5)&"4,#;&4'
(4$-+,(' ()$2' #(' -,#:4')"%+"%(-(' ,4$4%5%"3'"43#-%54':4$%(%+"('Q%-2+)-' ,4#(+"(S' -2%(' &#$J'+.' #' ,4$+,:' %(' 2%32&8'
$+"$4,"%"3<'̀ 2#-'%-'94#"('%('-2#-'#"'#**&%$#"-'2#('"+'4..4$-%54'+**+,-)"%-8'-+'$2#&&4"34'+,'$+,,4$-'-24'.#$-)#&'
;#(%('+.'#'"43#-%54':4$%(%+"<'024':4&43#-4('Q4,4'#&(+'$+"$4,"4:'-2#-'-24'ZYI':%:'"+-'5%4Q'-2%('%"#;%&%-8'.+,'
#**&%$#"-('-+',4$4%54'-24'%".+,9#-%+"'+"'Q2%$2'#':4$%(%+"'%(';#(4:'#('*,+;&49#-%$<'T-';4$#94'#**#,4"-':),%"3'
-24'944-%"3'Q%-2'-24'ZYI'-2#-'-2%(':)4'*,+$4(('*+%"-'2#:'%"'.#$-'"+-';44"'$+"(%:4,4:'#-'#&&<'

56  See section 7.3 for more details about this meeting.

A+99)"%-8'&4#:4,('%"'b+*#&'&#)"$2'#'*,+-4$-%+"'+,3#"%(#-%+"
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H<?'1)(*4$-'"#-),4'+.',%(J'#((4((94"-'*,+$4((
024'?@=?'A#,#5#"#':4&43#-4('94-'Q%-2'54,8'.4Q'#)-2+,%-%4('Q2+'Q+)&:'#$J"+Q&4:34'-24'&#$J'+.'$+"!:4"$4'
-2#-'2)9#"',%32-(':4.4":4,('2#54'%"'-24'ZYI'#":'-24'1-#-4K('*,+5%(%+"'+.'*,+-4$-%+"'94#(),4(<'024'$+"$4,"('
4G*,4((4:';8'2)9#"',%32-('&#Q84,('Q%-2'Q2+9'-24'A#,#5#"#':4&43#-%+"'94-'(-49'.,+9'-24',4$4"-'2%(-+,8'+.'
-24'O71'#":'-24'1-#-4K(')(4'+.'%-('*,+-4$-%+"'*,+3,#994('-+'3#-24,'%"-4&&%34"$4'#;+)-'&#Q84,('#":'-24%,'$&%4"-(<'
7'*,%9#,8'$+"$4,"'+.'&#Q84,('$+"-%")4('-+';4'-24%,'$&%4"-(S'Q2+'.,4U)4"-&8'#,4'#&&434:'5%$-%9('+.'(-#-4'$,%94('
and misconduct, including crimes committed by the police. Lawyers continue to articulate concerns about the 
,%(J'#((4((94"-'*,+$4((S'Q2%$2'%('$#,,%4:'+)-'#('*#,-'+.'-24'+54,#&&'*,+$4((')(4:'-+'9#J4'#':4$%(%+"'+"'#"'
#**&%$#-%+"'.+,'*,+-4$-%+"<'024':4&43#-%+"'#&(+'24#,:'$+"$4,"('4G*,4((4:'#;+)-'-24')(4'+.'*,%5#-4'$+9*#"%4('
to carry out protection measures. 

O4&43#-4('Q4,4' %".+,94:' #;+)-' -24'I,4(%:4"-%#&' I,+3,#994'+"'I,+-4$-%+"'Q2%$2' $2#,#$-4,%(4:' -24'ZYI'
#(' -24' 1-#-4K(' #"(Q4,' -+' -24' $,%-%$%(9(' #":' -24' #,-%$)&#-4:' "44:' .+,' #"' %":4*4":4"-' 3,+)*' Q%-2' %-(' +Q"'
;):34-'#":'#)-+"+98<'024'I,+3,#994',4.4,,4:'-+'-24'94$2#"%(9'$,4#-4:'.+,'45#&)#-%+"'#":'#((4((94"-'+.'
&454&('+.',%(JS'*+%"-%"3'-+'-24'A]\\]F'gA+9%-l':4']5#&)#$%k"':4'\%4(3+'8'\4$+94":#$%k"':4'F4:%:#(6S'-24'
$+9*+(%-%+"'+.'Q2%$2'Q#(':4($,%;4:'#(';,+#:4,S'%"$&):%"3'4G*4,-(S'$%5%&'(4,5#"-(j(-#-4'+.!$%#&('#":'949;4,('+.'
(+$%#&'+,3#"%(#-%+"(<'_+Q454,S'-2%('49*2#(%('+"'-24'A]\\]F'%('#'(&%32-'9%(,4*,4(4"-#-%+"';4$#)(4'-24'A]\\]F'
determines what measures are adopted only after another narrower body called the Grupo de Valoración 
I,4&%9%"#,' gI,4&%9%"#,8'7((4((94"-'X,+)*6' :4$%:4(' +"' -24' #&&W%9*+,-#"-' #((4((94"-' +.' ,%(J<'7(' -24'ZYI'
$+"!,94:'%"'-24'A#,#5#"#K('944-%"3S'-24'X,)*+'%('-24'3#-4J44*4,';+:8'.+,'*,+-4$-%54'94#(),4(<'T-('$+9*+(%-%+"'
:+4('"+-'%"(*%,4'$+"!:4"$4'-2#-'%-'Q%&&'#$-)#&&8';4'#)-+"+9+)('#":'$,4:%;&4S'3%54"'-24',4*,4(4"-#-%+"'+.';+:%4('
like the police and the Ministry of Defence. Other groups like the Defensoria del Pueblo, the Attorney General 
#":'-24'>%($#&m#'2#54'"+'5+-4'#-'-2%('(-#34<''

6.3 Delay in implementing protection measures
024'ZYI'-+&:':4&43#-4('-2#-'-24'"+,9#&'-%94&%"4'%('B@':#8('.+,'-24'45#&)#-%+"'*,+$4(('#":'#,+)":'(%G':#8('-+'
%9*&494"-'-24'94#(),4(S'#&-2+)32'-24'*,+$4(('$#"'-#J4'&+"34,'%.'(*4$%#&'94#(),4('#,4',4U)%,4:<'024'ZYI'(-#-4('
-2#-'*,+-4$-%+"'94#(),4(' #,4' %"'*&#$4' .+,' #**,+G%9#-4&8'==S@@@'A+&+9;%#"(S' 2+Q454,' -24'?@=?'A#,#5#"#'
heard many reports of protection measures which were ordered but not implemented.57

It is likely that the multiplicity of agencies and instruments that deal with protection measures is contributing 
-+'-24'&#$J'+.'4..4$-%54'*,+-4$-%+"<'024':4&43#-%+"',4$+3"%d4('-2#-'-24'ZYI',4*,4(4"-('#"'4..+,-'-+')"%.8'(+94'
+.'-24(4'5#,%4:'*,+3,#994(S'2+Q454,':%5%(%+"('(-%&&'4G%(-<'>+,'4G#9*&4S'Q2%&4'F%"%(-,8'+.'T"-4,%+,'_)9#"'\%32-('
Directorate is responsible for policy with respect to the protection of human rights defenders and lawyers, the 
%9*&494"-#-%+"'+.'()$2'*+&%$%4('%('%"'-24'2#":('+.'-24'ZYI<'

024':4&43#-%+"'Q#('#&(+'&4:'-+')":4,(-#":'-2#-'-24'I,4(%:4"-%#&'I,+3,#994'%('%"5+&54:'%"'-24'45#&)#-%+"'+.'
94#(),4('#":'$,4#-%+"'+.'*,+-+$+&('.+,'*,+-4$-%54'94#(),4('%"'&%32-'+.'-24':%54,(%-8'+.';4"4!$%#,%4(<'7'.),-24,'
*+-4"-%#&'.+,':%5%(%+"'%('-24'4(-#;&%(294"-'+.'-24'Mesa Nacional de Garantias, 58 a process established in 2009 to 
#:5#"$4'()$2'%9*+,-#"-'+;D4$-%54('#(/'34"4,#-%"3'$+"!:4"$4'%"'-24'(-#-4'#)-2+,%-%4(';8'(-,4"3-24"%"3':%#&+3)4'
;4-Q44"'"#-%+"#&'#":'&+$#&'3,+)*(o':454&+*%"3'(-,#-43%4('.+,'-24'34"4,#-%+"'+.'4..4$-%54'94#(),4('.+,'*,+-4$-%"3'
2)9#"',%32-(':4.4":4,(o'#":'9+"%-+,%"3'-24'94#(),4('-2#-'2#54';44"'*,+5%:4:<'0+':#-4'2+Q454,S'2)9#"',%32-('
&#Q84,('2#54'"+-';44"'%"$&):4:'#9+"3'-24'$#-43+,%4('+.'*4,(+"('#-',%(Jo'-24',4#(+"'.+,'-2%('%(')"$&4#,<'_+Q454,S'
one specious argument that may be at play is that lawyers should not be dealt with as a category of defenders 
at risk because they are in danger due to their work rather than because they are lawyers. 

57  For example, see the case of Edgar Montilla in section 5.2. A list of reports of non-implementation was provided to the Programa Presidencial de  
 Derechos Humanos y Derecho Internacional Humanitario at the Caravana’s meeting on 31 August 2012..

58  Part of the Ministry of the Interior.
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6.4 Additional concerns about the protection framework 
C"4'+.' -24' .4#-),4('+.' -24'*,+-4$-%+"'($2494'-2#-' %(':%.!$)&-' -+'$+9*,424":' %(' -24':%5%(%+"'+.'*,+-4$-%+"'
;4-Q44"'$#-43+,%4('+.'D):34(<'14"%+,'A+),-'D):34('#)-+9#-%$#&&8'U)#&%.8'.+,'*,+-4$-%+"')":4,'-24'#9;%-'+.'-24'
A+"(4D4+'1)*4,%+,':4'&#'P):%$#-),#S';)-'9)"%$%*#&'D):34(':+'"+-<'024'&#--4,'9#8'U)#&%.8')":4,'#',%(J'#((4((94"-'
;)-'-24'ZYI',4U)%,4('-2#-'-24'%":%5%:)#&'D):34':49+"(-,#-4',%(J'#((+$%#-4:'Q%-2'-24%,'Q+,J<'7('+"4'+.'-24'?@=?'
A#,#5#"#':4&43#-4('gQ2+'%('#'D):346'*+%"-4:'+)-S'-24':%(-%"$-%+"';4-Q44"'2%32'$+),-'D):34('#":'&+Q4,'$+),-'
D):34('%('%&&+3%$#&'#('%-'%('!,(-'%"(-#"$4'D):34('Q2+'2#54':%,4$-'$+"-#$-'Q%-2':4.4":#"-(<'

1%9%&#,' $+"$4,"(' #,%(4' %"' ,4&#-%+"' -+' -,#:4')"%+"%(-(S'Q2+' #,4'+"4'+.' -24'9+(-' 5)&"4,#;&4' #":'*4,(4$)-4:'
3,+)*('%"'A+&+9;%#<''b4-S'-24'?@=?'A#,#5#"#':4&43#-4('Q4,4'-+&:'-2#-'-,#:4')"%+"%(-('#,4'$+"(%(-4"-&8'#((4((4:'
#(';4%"3'#-'tY+,9#&'\%(JKS'#":'-2)('%"4&%3%;&4'.+,'*,+-4$-%+"<'7&-2+)32'-24'ZYI'(-#-4:'-2#-'%-'Q#('*+((%;&4'-+'
+;-#%"'*,+-4$-%+"'94#(),4('#":';4'#((4((4:'#-'#'2%324,'&454&'+.',%(J'Q%-2+)-'*,+5%"3'-24'4G%(-4"$4'+.'-2,4#-(S'
-2%('#**4#,('-+';4'#'(%3"%!$#"-';#,,%4,'.+,'-,#:4')"%+"%(-('(44J%"3'*,+-4$-%+"<'

H<R'T"#:4U)#-4',4(+),$4('.+,'4..4$-%54'*,+-4$-%+"
The lack of adequate protection measures is partly a product of delay or non-implementation, as indicated 
#;+54<'_+Q454,S' #' &#$J'+.' #5#%&#;&4' ,4(+),$4(' %(' #&(+'#' (%3"%!$#"-'*,+;&49<' T-'Q#('49*2#(%(4:' -+' -24'?@=?'
A#,#5#"#'-2#-'-24'&#$J'+.'*4-,+&'*,+5%(%+"'"43#-4('-24')(4.)&"4(('+.'-24'#,9+),4:'542%$&4('-2#-'#,4'*,+5%:4:'
as a protection measure. 

_+Q454,S'Q24"' -24' :4&43#-%+"' ,#%(4:' -2%(' %(()4'Q%-2' -24' -2,44' (4*#,#-4' #34"$%4(' &%(-4:' ;4&+QS' %-' ,4$4%54:'
-2,44' :%..4,4"-' #"(Q4,(/'024'ZYIK(' *+(%-%+"' %(' -2#-' *4-,+&' %(' "+-' -+' ;4' $+"(%:4,4:' #' *,+-4$-%54'94#(),4o'
the Presidential Programme said that a lack of petrol is purely down to budget constraints; and the Human 
\%32-('O%,4$-+,#-4':4.4":4:'-24'*,+5%(%+"'+.'*4-,+&'#(';4%"3'().!$%4"-S'#&-2+)32'-248'"+-4:'-2#-'#"'%"$,4#(4:'
#&&+Q#"$4'$+)&:';4'#**&%4:'.+,S'();D4$-'-+'D)(-%!$#-%+"<'

A#,#5#"#'*,4(4"-#-%+"'-+'2)9#"',%32-('&#Q84,('%"'e+3+-#
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7. Meetings with Colombian 
 national authorities  
L<='F44-%"3'24&:'%"'-24'V%$4WI,4(%:4"-K('+.!$4'Q%-2'f#-#,%"#'' '
 Herrera, Coordinator of the Presidential Programme for   
 Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law 
7'")9;4,'+.'$+"$4,"('Q4,4'*,4(4"-4:',43#,:%"3'-24'%9*&494"-#-%+"'+.'*,+-4$-%54'94#(),4(S'()$2'#('%9*)"%-8S'
9%&%-#,8'D),%(:%$-%+"'#":'-24'(-%39#-%(#-%+"'+.'2)9#"',%32-('&#Q84,('#":'D):34(<'024'$#(4'+.'P)#"':4'O%+('1+&#"+'
1+&#"+'Q#('2%32&%32-4:<'F('_4,,4,#'(-#-4:'-2#-'-24'X+54,"94"-'Q#('#Q#,4'+.'-24'"44:'-+',4(*4$-'-24'D):%$%#,8'
and there was no intention to stigmatise judges. 

024'?@=?'A#,#5#"#'#&(+'4G*,4((4:'$+"$4,"('+"'-24'&454&'+.'#--4"-%+"'#":'()**+,-'.+,'5%$-%9('#":'-24%,'#$$4(('
-+'D)(-%$4'-2,+)32'-24'P)(-%$4'#":'I4#$4'[#Q<'F('_4,,4,#'$+"!,94:'-2#-'-2#-'-24'X+54,"94"-'Q#('.)":%"3'
&43#&',4*,4(4"-#-%+"'+.'5%$-%9('-2,+)32'-24'Y#-%+"#&'C9;):(9#"K('+.!$4S'-24'tO4.4"(+,%#'I);&%$#K<'0248'9#:4'
#'$+99%-94"-'-+'9+"%-+,'-24'(%-)#-%+"'#":'$+"!,94:'-2#-'%-'%('*#,-'+.'I,4(%:4"-'1#"-+(K'*+&%$8'-+'4"(),4'-2#-'
9+,4'#--4"-%+"'%('3%54"'-+'-24'5%$-%9'#('Q4&&'#('#--4"-%+"'-+'-24'$#*#$%-8'+.'-24'1-#-4<

L<?'F44-%"3'24&:'#-'-24'O4*)-8'7--+,"48'X4"4,#&K('+.!$4S'' '
' Q%-2'P+,34'>4,"#":+'I4,:+9+'0+,,4(S'_4#:'+.'-24 
' _)9#"'\%32-('O%5%(%+"
F,'I4,:+9+'0+,,4('Q#('*,+5%:4:'Q%-2':+$)94"-4:'45%:4"$4'+"'-2,4#-(S'#--#$J('#":'J%&&%"3('+.'&#Q84,(':),%"3'
-24'*4,%+:'+.'?@@?'-+'?@=?<'024',4*+,-S'.,+9'-24'"#-%+"#&'+.!$4'+.'-24'&+$#&'*,+(4$)-+,'(4,5%$4S'(2+Q('-2#-'-24'
9#D+,%-8'+.'-24'ESE@@'$#(4(',4$+,:4:';8'-24'&+$#&'>%($#&m#'2#54'"+-'454"';44"'%"54(-%3#-4:<

F,' I4,:+9+'0+,,4(' #3,44:' -+' ,45%4Q' #-' -24' $#(4(' +.' #--#$J(' +"' &#Q84,(' #":' (44' Q2%$2' +"4(' #,4' ;4%"3'
%"54(-%3#-4:<'7.-4,' (-#-%"3' -2#-'9#"8'*#,#9%&%-#,8'3,+)*('#,4' ,4(*+"(%;&4' .+,'#--#$J('+"' &#Q84,('#":'2)9#"'
rights defenders, and that these people are targeted because they are linked to their work, Mr Pedomo made 
a commitment to consider whether a specialist unit for lawyers should be set up.

L<B'F44-%"3'%"'-24'+.!$4'+.'-24'Y#-%+"#&'I,+-4$-%+"'Z"%-S 
' Q%-2'P)#"'O#5%:'e4&&+'X)45#,#S'1*4$%#&'I,+D4$-('F#"#34,
F,'e4&&+'X)45#,#' (-#-4:' -2#-' -24'Y#-%+"#&'I,+-4$-%+"'Z"%-'Q#('4(-#;&%(24:' %"'Y+549;4,'?@==')":4,' -24'
Ministry of Interior and he described the methodology and procedures for risk assessment for entitlement to 
*,+-4$-%+"S'%9*&494"-#-%+"'+.'*,+-4$-%54'94#(),4('#":'#**4#&('+"',4.)(#&<

024':4&43#-4('Q4&$+94:' -24' $,4#-%+"'+.' -24'Z"%-' ;)-' 4G*,4((4:' $+"$4,"('Q2%$2' 2#:';44"' ,#%(4:':),%"3'
-24%,'5%(%-('-+'-24',43%+"(<'A+"$4,"('%"$&):4:/'-24'&#$J'+.'%":4*4":4"$4':)4'-+'-24'949;4,(2%*'+.'-24'Z"%-K('
$+99%--44(o'#'&#$J'+.'-,#"(*#,4"$8';4$#)(4'#**&%$#"-('.+,'*,+-4$-%+"'#,4'"+-'-+&:'+"'Q2#-'45%:4"$4':4$%(%+"('
#,4',4#$24:o'#":'-2#-'-24,4'%('"+'4..4$-%54'#**4#&'*,+$4(('.+,'#"'t#:54,(4K':4$%(%+"<
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L<E'F44-%"3'24&:'#-'-24'F%"%(-,8'+.'P)(-%$4'#":'[#QS'Q%-2'' '
' P+#U)m"'Vl&4dS'7:5%(4,'-+'-24'F%"%(-4,'+.'P)(-%$4'#":'[#Q'' '
' #":'F#,%+'Ak,:+;#S'7:5%(4,'-+'-24'O4*)-8'F%"%(-4,'+. 
' P)(-%$4'#":'[#Q'
F,'Vl&4d'(-#-4:'-2#-')":4,'-24'9#":#-4'+.'I,4(%:4"-'1#"-+('-24,4'%('#'$&4#,'*+&%$8'"+-'-+'$+"-%")4'Q%-2'-24'
54,;#&'#--#$J('+"'&#Q84,('(+'$+99+"':),%"3'I,4(%:4"-'Z,%;4K('-%94'%"'+.!$4S';)-'-2#-'-2%('%(';#(4:'+"'#'$+:4'+.'
;42#5%+),',#-24,'-2#"'#'Q,%--4"'*+&%$8<'̀ 24"'#(J4:'#;+)-'-24',4$4"-':4$&#,#-%+"('+.'I,4(%:4"-'1#"-+(',43#,:%"3'
the Mapiripán IACHR judgementt59'#":'-24'#$J"+Q&4:3494"-'-2#-'+"4'+.'-24'5%-#&'Q%-"4((4('2#:'&%4:S'F,'Vl&4d'
(-#-4:'-2#-'$+994"-('Q2%$2':4"%3,#-4:'-24'&#Q84,('Q+,J%"3'.+,'-24'5%$-%9('Q4,4'*,+;#;&8'28*+-24-%$#&<

`%-2' ,43#,:' -+' T7A_\'*,454"-%54'94#(),4('Q2%$2' 2#54' "+-' ;44"' %9*&494"-4:'F,'Vl&4d' "+-4:' -2#-' -24'
1*4$%#&' I,+-4$-%+"'Z"%-' 2#(' $+9*4-4"$4' .+,' -2%(' #":' $+99%--4:' -+' (*44:' )*' -24' %9*&494"-#-%+"' +.' -24'
protection schemes on those lawyers. 

7.5 Meeting held at the Ministry of Defence with Gerany 
' e+8#$#S'#:5%(+,'-+'-24'F%"%(-,8'+.'O4.4"$4'+"'T"-4, 
 American Court of Human Rights Cases
024'?@=?'A#,#5#"#':4&43#-4('4G*,4((4:'$+"$4,"('-+'F('e+8#$#'#;+)-'2)9#"',%32-('#;)(4('$+99%--4:';8'-24'
9%&%-#,8S'#":'%"'*#,-%$)&#,'-24';,4#:-2'#":'4G*#"(%+"'+.'9%&%-#,8'D),%(:%$-%+"<'024'%(()4'+.'.#&(+('*+(%-%5+('Q#('#&(+'
discussed as well as the effects of multinational companies on indigenous communities in Colombia. Ms Boyaca 
accepted the delegates’ report and committed to monitor potential human rights abuses in indigenous areas.  

L<H'F44-%"3'%"'-24'+.!$4'+.'-24'Y#-%+"#&'I,+-4$-%+"'Z"%-S 
' Q%-2'P)#"'O#5%:'e4&&+'X)45#,#S'1*4$%#&'I,+D4$-('F#"#34,
?@=?' A#,#5#"#' :4&43#-4(' 4G*,4((4:' -24' $+"$4,"(' +.'7YO71' g7(+$%#$%k"' Y#$%+"#&' :4'78):#' 1+&%:#,%#6'
#;+)-'-24'&#":',4(-%-)-%+"'*,+$4((S'(*4$%!$#&&8'%"',43#,:'-+'-24'(4$),%-8'+.'#**&%$#"-(S'#":'U)4(-%+"4:'2+Q'-24'
3+54,"94"-'%"-4":('-+'(+),$4'-24'&#":'-+';4'#&&+$#-4:'-+'#**&%$#"-(<'024':4&43#-4('#&(+'4G*,4((4:'$+"$4,"('
+54,'-24'&+3%(-%$('+.'-24'*,+$4(('#":'-24'&4"3-2'+.'-%94'%-'Q+)&:'-#J4'-+'*,+$4(('#&&'-24'4G*4$-4:'$&#%9(<

In response to concerns about the security of claimants, Mr Artearga agreed that the assassination of 30 
community leaders engaged in demanding the restitution of their lands is a national problem. He informed 
:4&43#-4('-2#-'-24,4'#,4'?S@@@'.#9%&%4('#..4$-4:';8'-2,4#-('#":'5%+&4"$4'#":'-2#-'(+'.#,',+)32&8'=@@'*4+*&4'2#54'
requested protection since the start of the land restitution process. 

According to Mr Artearga, 1,000 applications out of a total of 20,000 are under consideration. He recognised 
there was a problem of titles being sold illegally to multinational corporations and wealthy landowners. The 
Ministry is committed to set up training on land rights.

59  The Mapiripán massacre was one of the most shocking acts of atrocity committed by the AUC. Worse, it was facilitated by the Colombian armed  
 forces. In 2005 the ICHR ruled that the Colombian State was responsible for the massacre. See the judgement at 
  http://www.corteidh.or.cr/docs/casos/articulos/seriec_134_ing.pdf 
 In 2011 it became apparent that some individuals may have fraudulently claimed victim status in order to qualify for compensation. In response,  
 President Santos and his government launched a series of verbal attacks on human rights organisations and the ICHR itself. See the following  
 public statement by Amnesty International for further details: 
 http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/AMR23/034/2011/en/5ceb45f9-2e6e-4bea-a1ed-7505f4d7d4b2/amr230342011en.pdf
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L<L'F44-%"3'#-'-24'+.!$4('+.'TYI]AS'Q%-2'[%4)-4"#"-'A+&+"4&''
' I+9*8'I%"d+"<'g1);':%,4$-+,'+.'TYI]AS':%,4$-+,'+.'$)(-+:8''
' #":'5%3%&#"$46
[%4)-4"#"-'A+&+"4&'I+9*8'I%"d+"'#$J"+Q&4:34:'-2#-'-24'*,%(+"('%"'A+&+9;%#'#,4'54,8'+&:'#":'+54,$,+Q:4:<'
7'*+&%$8'4G%(-('-+'$&+(4'-24'+&:4(-'+"4('#":'+*4"'"4Q'+"4(';)-'"+'-%94.,#94'Q#('3%54"<'

O4&43#-4('2%32&%32-4:' -24'*,+;&49'+.'*+&%-%$#&'*,%(+"4,(';4%"3':%($,%9%"#-4:'#3#%"(-';8' TYI]A'3)#,:(o' -248'
are often called terrorists and put in cells with paramilitaries. Lieutenant Colonel Pompey Pinzon agreed to 
%"54(-%3#-4'-24(4'*#,-%$)&#,'$#(4(<' '_4'*+%"-4:'+)-'-2#-'9#"8'3)#,:('#,4';#:&8'4:)$#-4:';)-'#$$4*-4:'-2#-'
-,#%"%"3'$+)&:'24&*<'_4'(-#-4:'-2#-'-24'ZY'1*4$%#&'\#**+,-4),'.+,'*4,(+"(':4*,%54:'+.'-24%,'&%;4,-8'2#('(4-')*'
+"W3+%"3'9+"%-+,%"3'#$-%5%-%4(<

024'?@=?'A#,#5#"#':4&43#-%+"S'-24'1+&%:#,%-8'A+99%--44'Q%-2'I+&%-%$#&'I,%(+"4,('g>A1II6'#":'+-24,'YXCK('
2#54';44"':4"%4:'#$$4(('-+'*,%(+"'5%(%-(<'TYI]A'$+"!,94:'-2#-'-248'9#8';4'*4,9%--4:'-+'Q24"'-24'$),,4"-'
health crisis diminishes..

L<^'F44-%"3'#-'-24'Y#-%+"#&'C9;):(9#"K('C.!$4S 
' Q%-2'b#"4-'F+,4"+S'#:5%(+,'+"'%":%34"+)('%(()4('
>+&&+Q%"3' -24' 5%(%-' -+' -24' ,43%+"' +.' Y#,%i+S' ?@=?' A#,#5#"#' :4&43#-4(' 4G*,4((4:' $+"$4,"(' +"' -24' 54,8'
$+9*&%$#-4:'(%-)#-%+"'+.'-24'7Q#'$+99)"%-%4(<'T"'9%:W7)3)(-'?@=?S'-24'>7\A'-++J'+54,'-24'4&4$-,%$%-8'-+Q4,('
#":'*&#"-4:'&#":'9%"4('(+'-2#-'*4+*&4'$#""+-'&4#54'-24'$+99)"%-8<'7&-2+)32'-24'&+$#&'O4.4"(+,m#':4&'I)4;&+'
$+"54,-4:'-24%,',4*+,-('%"-+'4#,&8'#&4,-('-24,4'2#(';44"'"+',4(*+"(4'.,+9'-24'"#-%+"#&'+.!$4<'

The Colombian Constitutional Court issued two orders60 for the protection of the 32 indigenous groups 
)":4,'-2,4#-'+.':%(#**4#,#"$4S'%"$&):%"3'-24'7Q#'$+99)"%-8<'024'T7A_\'%(()4:'*,+-4$-%54'94#(),4('+"'=H'
March 2011. As a result the Awa community is entitled to permanent monitoring from Ombudsman’s national 
+.!$4'(+',4*+,-('#":'();9%((%+"('$#"';4'*,4(4"-4:'-+'-24'T7A_\<'

024'7Q#'#,4'+.-4"'5%$-%9('+.'()99#,8'g#,;%-,#,86'*,+$44:%"3('#":'#,4'#$$)(4:'+.';4%"3'%"5+&54:'Q%-2'3)4,,%&&#'
groups. They cannot afford lawyers and the public defenders appointed by the Ombudsman do not speak the 
%":%34"+)('&#"3)#34(<'0248'(-#-4:'-2#-'-24,4'%('#'"44:'.+,'(*4$%!$'&+$#&'C9;):(94"'Q2+'$#"'#$-'#('*);&%$'
defenders and able to understand their culture and languages.

60  Auto 04-2009 (http://www.corteconstitucional.gov.co/relatoria/autos/2009/a004-09.htm) and Auto 174-2011 
 (http://www.corteconstitucional.gov.co/relatoria/autos/2011/a174-11.htm).
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>,+"-%w,4(' >,#"$4S' e#,' _)9#"' \%32-(' A+99%--44S' A4"-,#&4' :4(' 18":%$#-(' :)' q)l;4$' gA#"#:#6S' A%-8' +.'
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