Lawyers' Rights Watch Canada

NGO in Special Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations

www.lrwce.org; Irwc@portal.ca; Tel: +1 604 738 0338; Fax: +1 604 736 1175
3220 West 13 Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. CANADA V6K 2V5

19 August 2012

H.E. Hun Sen H.E. Sar Kheng

Prime Minister Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior
Office of the Prime Minister Ministry of Interior,

Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia 275 Norodom Blvd,

Fax: +855 23 36 06 66 / 855 23 88 06 24 Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia

(c/o Council of Ministers) Fax: + 855 23 212708. Email: moi@interior.gov.kh

Email: leewood phu@nida.gov.kh

H.E. Hor Nam Hong

H.E. Ang Vong Vathna Minister of Foreign Affairs

Minister of Justice 161 Preah Sisowath Quay

No 240, Sothearos Blvd. Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia
Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia Fax: + 855 23 21 61 44 / + 855 23 21 69 39.
Fax: 023 364119. Email: moj@cambodia.gov.kh Email: mfaicasean@bigpond.com.kh

Your Excellencies:
Re: Summons to appear in court issued against Mr. Chan Soveth, Human Rights Defender

I am writing on behalf of Lawyers Rights Watch Canada (LRWC), a committee of Canadian lawyers who
promote human rights and the rule of law internationally. LRWC also provides support to lawyers and other
human rights defenders in danger because of their advocacy.

LRWC is increasingly alarmed by an escalating pattern of threats and judicial harassment of human rights
defenders protesting violations of land rights in Cambodia. The most recent incident is a report that a summons
to court has been send to a human rights defender, Mr. Chan Soveth, a Senior Investigator and Deputy Head of
the Monitoring Section of the Cambodian Human Rights and Development Association (ADHOC).

According to information received, the Phnom Penh Municipal Court issued a summons to Mr. Chan Soveth to
appear before an investigating judge on 24 August 2012. The charge is for “providing assistance to the
perpetrator” of a “crime” under Article 544 of the Cambodian Criminal Code, for which the penalty is a prison
sentence of one to three years and a fine of two million to six million Riels.

According to the information we have received, the detailed facts behind this charge have not yet been disclosed
by the government. The charge against Mr. Chan Soveth is believed to be related to a land dispute in Kratie
province between villagers and the Russian-owned Casotim rubber company, which has been granted a 15,000-
hectare economic land concession near the village. On 16 May 2012, the government sent in hundreds of armed
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security personnel, supported by helicopters, to evict villagers at Pro Ma village, Kampong Damrei commune,
Chhlong district, Kratie province. The villagers were living in the area marked for development by Casotim.
During the forced eviction, Ms. Heng Chantha, a 14-year-old girl, was shot dead. Government officials later
attempted to justify this armed attack on villagers claiming that the villagers were part of a secessionist
movement. The charges against Mr. Chan Soveth are believed to be linked to his provision of assistance to a
land-rights activist involved in this issue. No credible evidence has been presented by the government to
substantiate its claims that any secessionist movement exists in Kratie province.

ADHOC was one of many human rights organizations that released statements condemning the killing or Ms.
Heng Chantha. The court citation was signed on 9 August, 2012 days after Prime Minister Hun Sen made a
nationally televised speech in which he demanded that an unnamed “human rights worker” “confess” his role in
providing assistance to villagers in relation to this land dispute. Mr. Hun Sen went on to ask whether the
human rights worker had been questioned.

LRWC also notes that in July 2012, independent radio station owner Mr. Mam Sonando was arrested and is
currently in pre-trial detention in Phnom Penh, facing charges of “secession” in relation to the same land dispute
in Kratie.

ADHOC, along with other human rights defenders in Cambodia, hase been experiencing significant harassment
by authorities. For example:

e On 27 July 2012, armed commune police officers demanded the discontinuation of a training session on
land rights organised jointly by ADHOC and the Cambodian Centre for Human Rights (CCHR) in
Rattanakiri province.

e In February 2012, Mr. Soum Chankea, ADHOC’s Provincial Coordinator in Banteay Meanchey
province, was charged with defamation. The court dropped the charges in June 2012.

e In January 2011, Mr. Sam Chankea, ADHOC’s coordinator in Kampong Chhnang province, was
convicted of defamation after making a critical statement about land-grabbing by a Cambodian
company during an interview with Radio Free Asia in December 2009.

LRWC reminds your government of its obligations as a State Party to uphold and implement international
human rights standards contained in the international human rights treaties ratified by Cambodia. For example,
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), Article 19(2), provides the right to freedom
of expression, as does Cambodia’s Constitution.

LRWC also reminds your government of the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders which states in
Article 1 that “everyone has the right, individually or in association with others, to promote the protection and
realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms at the national and international levels.” Article 6
provides the responsibility of human rights defenders to draw public attention to human rights concerns. Article
12.2 provides that “the State shall take all necessary measures to ensure the protection by the competent
authorities of everyone, individually and in association with others, against any violence, threats, retaliation, de
facto or de jure adverse discrimination, pressure or any other arbitrary action as a consequence of his or her
legitimate exercise of the rights referred to in the present Declaration.” Article 18(3) states that individuals and
non-governmental organizations have both a right and a responsibility to promote international human rights.

Accordingly, LRWC urges your government to put a stop to all forms harassment, including the judicial
harassment of Mr. Chan Soveth and all other human rights defenders and their organizations.
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Yours sincerely,

Gail Davidson
Executive Director
Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada

CC.

H.E. Om Yentieng

President, Cambodian Human Rights Committee
Office of the Prime Minister

Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia

Fax: +855 12 81 37 81 / +855 23 21 11 62 or +855 23 88 10 45 (c/o Council of Ministers)

Email: info@pressocm.gov.kh, pressocm@gmail.com

Ambassador Mr. Sun Suon

Permanent Mission of Cambodia to the United Nations in Geneva
Chemin de Taverney 3

Case postale 213

1218 Grand-Saconnex, Switzerland

Fax: + 41 22 788 77 74.

Email: camemb.gva@mfa.gov.kh; cambodge@bluewin.ch

Mr. Surya Prasad Subedi

UN Special Rapporteur for human rights in Cambodia

c/o Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights/Cambodia
N_ 10, Street 302, Sangkat Boeng Keng Kang I, Khan Chamcar Mon
P.O. Box 108

Phnom Penh, Cambodia,

Fax: (855) 23 212 579, 213 587, Email: cohchr@online.com.kh

Mrs. Margaret Sekaggya

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders
c/o Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palais Wilson United Nations Office at Geneva

CH 1211 Geneva 10 Switzerland

Fax: +41(0) 22.917.90.06, email: defenders@ohchr.org

Gabriela Carina Knaul de Albuquerque e Silva

Special Rapporteur of the Human Council on the independence of judges and lawyers
c/o Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

United Nations Office at Geneva

8-14 Avenue de la Paix

1211 Geneva 10 Switzerland

Fax: +41 22 917 9006; e-mail: SrindependenceJL @ohchr.org
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Mr. Maina Kiai

Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association
c/o Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

Palais Wilson United Nations Office at Geneva

CH 1211 Geneva 10 Switzerland

Fax: +41(0) 22.917.90.06, email: freeassembly@ohchr.org

Mr. Frank La Rue

Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression
Palais des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 10 Switzerland

Fax: +41 22 917 9006, Email: freedex@ohchr.org

Ambassador Ron Hoffmann

Embassy of Canada

P.O. Box 2090

Bangkok 10501, Thailand

Fax: 66 (0) 2636-0566; email: bngkk@international.gc.ca, bngkk-gr@international.gc.ca
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