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Background

The 2007 LRWC report detailing Syria’s human rights violations marks an element of continuity to previous yearly reports underscoring a general deterioration in the protection and enforcement of human rights principles and obligations in Syria.  Freedom of expression and association continue to be denied, and violations pertaining to arbitrary arrests and torture have alarmingly persisted.  Scores of individuals have continued to be detained and imprisoned for political reasons.  Many of these individuals have been brought to the Syrian State Supreme Security Court, which have consistently failed to apply and respect the international human rights covenants ratified by the Syrian Government.  The state of emergency imposed in 1962 remains in effect, inhibiting the use of international law and Syrian constitutional law as tools for the protection of human rights and allowing court proceedings to remain behind closed doors.  Syria’s emergency laws continue to pose the single largest barrier for human rights advocates in Syria. 

Of significant importance to LRWC have been the recent detentions of activists Anwar al-Bunni, Michael Kilo, and Ali Shahabi on the basis of politically motivated charges.  It has become clear that the recent sentences of these prominent activists signals the unwillingness of the Syrian Government to respect the right of human rights activists to carry out their work.  A particularly troubling trend was the crack down on advocates working with international organizations or traveling abroad to promote Syrian human rights.

One positive note is the increased pressure from the international community on Syria to improve its human rights record.  The Presidency of the European Union has issued a statement of concern for the harsh sentences issued in Syria for the expressions of political views.  The US State Department also issued similar public condemnation of the sentences of these political prisoners. 

Increased awareness by the international community of Syria’s human rights record represents significant step towards improving human rights in Syria, as Syria has taken significant steps to appease foreign pressure in the past.  However, demands for higher standards of human rights protection must be met with visible enforcement, and be incorporated within high level, horizontal state negotiations with Syria.  Furthermore, advancement towards the betterment and observance of human rights responsibilities can only be attained through the elimination of Syria’s emergency laws and a concurrent softening of government attitudes towards human rights advocates.

LRWC Action

During this reporting period LRWC greatly increased their contact with other groups and individuals working on human rights issues in Syria.  These contacts have opened the door to future partnerships and provided useful insight on new approaches and methods available to respond to Syria’s treatment of human rights advocates.

The majority of letters sent during this reporting period were sent to Syrian officials in both English and Arabic.  LRWC had hoped that the inclusion of Arabic translations of all letters would lead to an increase in responses from the Syrian Government.  As of yet, no responses have been received to any of our letters.  Letters will continue to be sent in Arabic and English in order to improve the likelihood letters are being read by officials.

Between 2006 and 2007 LRWC sent the following letters to Syrian government officials on behalf of Syrian human rights advocates.

October 2006 
Re: Ali Shahabi, Author and Professor (Michael Macaulay)

May 18-2006



Re: Michael Kilo- Activist and Journalist 






(Michael Macaulay)

July 3, 2006 
Re: Radwan Ziadeh- Director of the  Damascus Centre for Human Rights Studies, human rights advocate (Michael Macaulay)
August 22, 2006 
Re: Ali Shahabi: Author and Professor,  Michael Kilo: Activist and Journalist, Anwar Al Bunni: Syrian Human Rights Defender (Michael Macaulay)

January 17, 2007                           Re: Akram Al Bunni: Syrian Human Rights   Defender 


(Michael Macaulay)

February 25, 2007                         Re: Akram al-Bunni: Syrian Human Rights  Defender

(Michael Macaulay)

Plans for the Future: 

LRWC will continue to foster ties with other human rights NGO’s and other various groups working in Syria to increase communications, correspondence, and improve the outflow of information regarding the state of human rights affairs in Syria. 

LRWC Syria Group:

Michael Macaulay, Syria Monitor

Caitlin Fell, Research Assistant

Ragaa Adbelsalam, Arabic Translator
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