LRWC and LRW(LR)C 2015 Year in Review
Draft for Discussion

I.
UN Participation during 2015 
· LRWC participation in the UN Human Rights Council was down this year. In 2014 LRWC representatives attended 3 sessions, filed 4 written reports and made 12 oral interventions: in 2015 LRWC filed no written reports; made 7 oral interventions and attended one session.
· The number and scope of LRWC reports to UN human rights monitoring bodies was similar in 2015 to the work done in 2014. In 2014 LRWC made two UPR reports: on Iran and Turkey; one WGAD complaint on Viet Nam; one letter on Bangladesh accepted as a complaint. During 2015 LRWC made one report for the UPR of Thailand, one complaint to the WGAD on Saudi Arabia and one report on China to the Special Rapporteur on the independence of lawyers and judges and joined two reports on the right to peace: one to the Working Group on the Right to Peace and one to the UN Human Rights Council. Produced a preliminary report on the next review of Canada by the Committee against Torture.  
· LRWC embarked on new UN work during 2015: a/ Catherine attended the UN Forum on Business and Human Rights; b/ LRWC started two and completed one nomination of a UN Special mandate holder. We nominated a candidate to fill a vacancy on the WGAD; and another candidate who withdrew for the SR on the independence of judges and lawyers. I recommend that we continue to do this and try to insert ourselves to improving the selection process. 

II.
Legal Research on Internationally protected rights
· During each of the 2012, 2013 and 2014 years, LRWC produced a guidebook in the Know your Rights series but not in 2015. We are producing a major guidebook on the Right to Dissent in 2016. The 2013, 2014 and 2016 publications are the work of Lois Leslie. 
· Produced articles on the following topics:

· the right to trial by civilian courts; 

· Bill C-51 (A Legal Primer and Bill C-51 perverts the law);

· Canada’s failure to reduce Greenhouse emissions and the Urgenda decision (two articles);

· Solitary Confinement as a form of prohibited treatment; 

· Judges at Risk, by J. Knazan et al, Cali/Valle del Cauca report, by Heather Neun.
III. 
Legal Education

LRWC work providing legal education through classes and videos was down during 2015. In 2014 LRWC hosted or co-hosted 9 classes and produced two video. In 2015 LRWC hosted/co-hosted 4 classes and produced no videos. This decrease is principally due to the decision to stop the popular series, First Nations Rights: The Gap between law and justice. LRWC started this series of talks in 2012, The need for public education about international obligations regarding was inspired work on the LRWC amicus brief to Inter-American Commission of Human Rights on the Hul’qumi’num Treaty case. The series was tremendously popular  The Vancouver Public Library wants to continue to partner with LRWC on this series. The Law Foundation of BC refused funding for this series and it was not possible to continue during 2015 without more help. One talk by Cindy Blackstock is planned for the fall of 2016.  
IV. Country Monitoring
In Asia, monitoring of human rights in Cambodia and Thailand has remained strong under the leadership of Catherine Morris with Renee Mulligan joining in this work. Catherine and conducted visits to Cambodia and Thailand to meet with lawyers and human rights defenders under attack. Renee visited Thailand and participated in activities to prepare for the 2nd UPR of Thailand. 
In South America, monitoring of human rights defenders in Colombia was also strong under Heather Neun’s leadership. During 2015 Heather Neun and Brent Knazan both delegates to the 2014 Colombia Caravana trip to Colombia helped produce reports and both made presentations at launch of reports held in Vancouver at UBC and SFU/Harbour Centre. Heather is organizing the Canadian contribution to the international delegation of lawyers and judges to Colombia in August 2016. 
LRWC has maintained a good presence responding to grave human rights abuses against lawyers and other human rights defenders in Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, China, Malaysia and Turkey.  LRWC needs to put together a plan for country monitoring and create teams. The work is too demanding for one member to handle adequately. LRWC works more frequently with groups of NGOs. Effective cooperation involves work in addition to that of researching, writing and distributing letters and other communications. Ongoing cooperation involves the extra work of producing collaborative communications and maintaining relationships between joint work. 
V.
Letters for Lawyers
LRWC members wrote or endorsed over 50 letters and statements regarding human rights abuses in 21 countries. These communications and their follow-ups which included reports and complaints to a variety of domestic and international bodies contributed to significant successes: 
Successes during 2015 need to be carefully assessed. The obvious ones include: more substantive cooperation with other groups; obtaining intervener status to make submission on international law rights and obligations; contributing to releases, acquittals, cessation of a wrongful prosecution; medical treatment for prisoner; improving awareness of international human rights laws.  
